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CHAP. I. 

< H)€ fchcme chaws with the fcene. A remarkable 
btjlance cf military equity. The foldier's vinu 
in war. Every man for him/elf^ the rule in 
war as tvell as peace. 

THE feats of heroifm, and the glory, 
which according to the general pre- 
judices of mankind, I had- been ac- 
cuitomed to aflbciate witfi the idea of 
war, made me promife myfelf much pleafure 
from this change. The fpirit read my fenti- 
"' ments in my looks, and foiling expreffivcly, 
*• You are now going to take a view of fcenes, 
■•* ((aid he) the nature of which will make your 
-«• iitmoft care requiiitc, to cfcape the iliufions 
y* Vol. II. B "whicK 



i 



3 THE REVERIE. 

44 which furround them on every fide, and arc 
44 fo ftrong as to deceive the very a&ors of them. 
44 The limitation of the human faculties makes 
44 it necefTary, that objects fhould be prefented 
44 to you in a regular fucceflion ; as that gene- 
44 ral view which conveys knowledge intuitive- 
44 ly to fuperior beings, would only dazzle your 
44 mind, and involve it in perplexity and con- 
44 fufion. But this the more important duties 
44 of my office will not permit my attending to, 
44 at prefent. I have already devoted as much 
44 time to your gratification as I can fpare. You 
44 muft therefore proceed alone, and make your 
44 own obfervations. For this reafon it will be 
44 proper to place you immediately in the fceire 
44 of action. Your attention will there be freed 
44 from the diffraction of a more diftant and 
<4 complicated view ; and you fliall have other 
44 afiiftances, to remedy the inconvenience of 

44 my ab fence." Saying this, he took my 

hand, and tranfported me, inftantaneoufly, in 
the fame manner as before, into the country 
which was the feat of the war. 

High as my expectations had been, this nearer 
- view of the paths of human glory chilled my 
foul. I turned my eyes away in horror; ana, • 
in the inftindtive impulfe of affright, moved 
clofe to my guide for protection. 44 I have 
44 often cautioned you (refamed he, in an ac- 
44 cent of reproof) againft forming your judges 
44 ment of any thing too precipitately. But 
44 now you were delighted at the thought of 
44 this profpeft. In a moment, you ficken at 
44 the fight. Is this confident with the charac- 
44 ter of a rational being ? Your prefent fears 
44 of danger to yourfelf are as idly groundlefe, 

w a* 



THE REVERIE, 3 

c< as your hopes of receiving pleafure, from be- 
u holding themiferies of others, were then un- 
u juftifiable. I have told you, that your form 
" is imperceptible to human fenfe. It is alfo 
44 impaffive to the injuries which affeft morta- 
u lity, under all theweaknefs and imperfeftions 
" of which vou fee the beings before you la- 
" bour, as ftrongly as when in your world. 
*« You may therefore mix with the multitude 
" without apprehenfion, and make your rc- 
" marks on every thing that occurs, with deli- 
u beration and eafe; to enable you to do which, 
" I have freed your mind from the prejudices 
" that have hitherto obftrufted your reafon, fo 
" that you will now behold all things in their. 
u genuine colours; and as fome knowledge of 
" the paft lives of the perfons concerned in the 
" fcenes you are going to enter into, may oc- 
<c cafionally be neceflary to explain their prefent 
li anions, your faculties are enlarged with a 
" power of looking back, and reviewing the 
" whole feries,. as readily and diftinflly as you 
u do the obje&s recorded in your memory. 
cc Your motions alfo, as you are unincumbered 
c< with matter, depend abfolutely on your will, 
<c by a fingle a& of which you may tranfport 
" yourfelf whither-focver you pleafe, in an in- 
c * ftant; and fo trace the moft complicated 
c * tranfa&ions through all their intricate extent, 
" from their obfeure caufes, to their as unex- 
44 peded conclufions, with precifion arid per- 
44 ipicuity. A right ufe of thefe advantages will 
44 give your curiofity the moft rational fatisfac- 
44 tion. Nor are you confined to any particu- 
'•v>** lar fcene. When your foul is furfeited with 
L ~" ^fftTj and fickens at the thought of military 
B 2 " glory> 




4 .THE REVERIE. 

" glory, you are at liberty to feek new fubje&s 
4 * of remaik, through all the wkle extent of 
44 human life, which is expanded to your view. 
44 One thing, though, 1 muft caution you 
44 againft, Forget not that you are a mcer un- 
44 concerned fpe&ator of all the events you be- 
44 hold j nor prefume on any account to intcr- 
44 pofe, be they ever fo interefting to you. The 
44 leaft attempt of this kind will inftantaneouf- 
44 ly deprive you for-ever of the indulgence you 
44 now enjoy. I am fummoned hence. When 
44 it is proper to reconduct you to the world of 
44 man, Iwill attend. Till then, obferve the cau- 
44 tion I have given you, and proceed without 
44 farther limitation or reftraiht." — With thefe 
words he vanifhed from my fight. 

The firft emotions ofmyfurprize at being 
left in fuch a condition maybe eafily conceived. 
But they lafted not long. I foon felt the ad- 
vantages of the favours beftowed fo liberally up- 
on me ; in the confeioufnefs of which I loft all 
fear, and dire&ly prepared to avail myfelf of 
them, in the moic extenfive manner. The 
more than martial animofity with which this 
war appeared, by the defolation of the country, 
and the miferies of the inhabitants, to be car- 
ried on, made me corclude that it muft have 
arifen from fome moft important caufe. To 
learn this I diredtly entered into the army that 
lay heareft to me, where I imagined I fhould 
readily receive the information I wanted ; judg- 
ing that every individual muft be acquainted 
with the motives for a war in which he ha- 
zarded his life, and of courfe they muft be the 
fubje& of the general converfation. 

3 The 






THE REVERIE. 5 

The army was compofed of mercenaries of dif- 
ferent nations hired by a foreign power, whoio 
ownfubjecls muie aeon derablepiirtot it, tho' 
under the fuprcme command of one of the former ; 
and was led hither, ir.to the country of an ally 
and friend, according to the rules of military 
equity, to defend the fovereign's own don.ini'.r.s 
from the imaiion of an enemy, who with equal 
jullice marched his forces to the indi (criminate 
opprefiion of frijnds and foes, through vvhofc 
territories they^ parted, to wivalc his vengeance 
on this part of his adverfary's fubjccls, for iu- 
juriis he imagined he had received from another, 
who were fuperior to his power, and wuh 
whom thefe had no connection in nature or 
intereft, other than (in this cafe) the misfortune 
of being under the government of the fame fo- 
yereign. 

This general account I foon learned, and fav/ 
abundantly confirmed, both by the- appear:; uce 
of the army, and the manner of its proceeding •, 
but of the real origin of the war, or the end 
propoiedby.it, except plunder and pay, the toi- 
lers appeared utterly ignorant, and indeed un- 
concerned about them, plodding mechanically 
to the field to fight, with as much indifference 
as oxen do to plough. 

Shocked at an infenfibility fo difgraceful to 
beings who boaft of the bleffing of reafjn, I 
advanced to the commander, fr m whom I 
hoped to learn fomcthing fatisfaclory, in mat- 
ters fo immediately conducted by himfelf. He 
was fitting in his tent, at a table covered with 
difpatches he had juft received from the court 
by which he was employed. When he had 
looked them over, with evident phlegm, nnd 
. Ji 3 d\vt<t- 



6 THE REVERIE. 

difregard. " Thefe people (foid he) muft think" 
44 me as great a fool as themfelves, to fend 
44 me fuch orders ; orders which common 
44 fenfe might inform them I will not obey. 
44 The people are out of humour, forfooth, at 
44 the length and expence of the war ; and fo 
44 their wife mailers want me to pufti it with 
44 more vigour, to bring it to aconcluiion. But 
44 they will find themfelves miftaken, I promife 
44 them. No ! No ! I will have no general 
44 aftions ; nothing that can poffibly be decifive 
44 either way. That is not my bufmefs. The 
44 profits of my command are too confiderable 
44 to be thrown away in that manner. If I 
44 mould be beaten, they will inftantly chufe 
44 another general, without ever considering 
44 that I only obeyed their own orders. And Sf 
44 I obtain a compleat vi&ory, the war is at 
44 an end ; and of courfe my profit alfo. No ! 
44 No ! I will have no decinve actions. While 
44 they are mafters of a ducat to pay me, I will 
44 protract the war* When their money ia all 
44 fpent, they may go to battle as foon as they 
44 will ; and whether they win or lofe,. is a mat- 
44 ter of indifference to me. In the mean time* 
44 they fliall have marching, and fkirmifhing 
. 44 enough, to fatisfy their paffion for fighting, 
44 and prevent their complaining of idlenefs. I 
44 am commander in chief} and while I am, I 
44 will dojuftwhatIpleafe,whichis to promote 
44 my own intereft as much as I poffibly can. 
44 If I can manage matters fo, as to hold my 
44 poft for two or three campaigns more, I mail 
44 get money enough to fupport the dignity of 
44 my illuftrious houfe with proper fplendour. 
" Nor is it poffible for them to detect my de- 

fign. 



THE REVERIE. 7 

u ftgn. The difproportion in numbers between 
44 my army, and that of the enemy, is fuch as 
44 diffidently juftifies my cautious conduit 5 at 
44 the fame time, that the difference in the ap- 
44 pointments and goodnefs of the men fecures 
14 me from danger of difgrace, and makes the 
" glory I acquire in this defenfive war cheaply 
44 earned. Indeed the greateft difficulty often 
44 is to divide their force, and direft their ar- 
44 dour in fuch a manner, as to prevent their 
" defeating their enemies totally, again ft all 
44 difadvantages, and contrary to my inten- 
44 tions." 

*?Bc **iff *s#f «jr xir **mp ^Hp ttr tfc* < jfe "Mr* it? *&£ ^p *<shp if*? y jBC ^Hc < iBp 

CHAP. II. 

A gilded bait to catch a gudgeon. The heft cure for 
a matrimonial furfeit ; with a new motive fo# 
entering into the military life* 

HA V IN G finifhed his meditations, he went 
out to a number of his officers, who at- 
tended at the entrance of his tent. His beha- 
viour on this occafion (hewed the mafterly ad- 
drefe with which he purfued his private fcheme. 
To his own countrymen he fpoke with the ut- 
moft indifference ; and giving them fome gene- 
ral orders about the duties of the camp, difmifled 
'them flightly, and with an appearance of dif- 
efteem. Sut to the foreigners by whofe fovereign 
he was employed, he carried himfelf in quite a 
different manner. His eye wore a fmile of fa^ 
: miliarity and complaifance, whenever it met 
'/tite meaneft fubaltern of the corps $ and he fcrur 
. * B 4 pled 



8 THE REVERIE. 

pled not to compliment them, attheexpence of 
the reft of the army, by propofing their exam- 
ple to general imitation. 

So flattering a preference had the defined 
effedr ; the fatigues and dangers by which they 
acquired it were immediately forgot ; and they 
even appeared eager to undertake more, to fup- 
port fo diftinguifhed an honour. 

The general faw with fecret pleafure the 
ardour with which he had inflamed them ; and 
refolved he would not let it cool, for want of 
employment. Advancing to their particular 
commander, who juft then joined him, "My 
44 dear friend, (faid he, with an air of the moil 
ifc cordial efteem) I have this moment received 
44 fome intelligence, that enables me to give 
44 your brave countrymen an opportunity of 
4t iignalizing that valour which has eftablifhed 
44 them in the exalted reputation of being the 
44 beft foldiers in the univerfe. You will ielccT; 
44 five thoufand whom you think moft proper, 
* c and let them be ready to march an hour be- 
14 fore night. When you return from doing 
44 that, we will concert our meafures, and fix 
* 4 on a porfon to carry them into execution. It 
* 4 is a mafter-ftroke, and will dp honour to any 
X4 officer; for I cannot doubt of the <uccefs*of 
44 an cnterprizc undertaken by your gallant 
<c countrymen." 

The officer, who free from deceit himfelf, 
fufpefted none in any body elfe, heard h : m with 
the higheft joy, and glowing with a paflion for 
glory, which the general thus artfully fann'd, 
refolved, without even waiting to know the na- 
ture of the attempt, to take the command him-* 
felf, and fo reap all the honour. " Your High- 

44 nefs 
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€t nefs ( anfwered he, with evident emotion ) ' 
" does them honour by all your commands. I 
*' {hall not have any occafion for felecling, 
" where all are equally good, and equally ani- 
<c bitious of meriting your approbation. As 
ct for an officer for the command, I believe I 
" can find one to whom, I hope, your Highr 
4i nefs will have no objection." 

Saying this, he proceeded directly to get every 
thing ready, while the reft of the army, inftead 
of being offended at having the poft of honour 
thus rartially given from them, hugged them- 
felve* in the cafe and fafety thzy enjoyed by the 
difgrace. 

There was fomething fo ftriking in the rca- 
dinefs with which the officer catched at the bait 
that was laid for him, that I became fome-how 
anxious for the event, and refolved to obferve* 
him particularly through the affair ; and there- 
fore followed him, when he went to give the 
neceffary orders to his men. 

If I had been furprifed at the ardour he 
(hewed, I was infinitely more fo, to find that 
the fame fpirit ran through ?.ll his countr)men; 
the very private foldiers, whofc ftation mi^ht 
have been fuppofed to e empt them from the 
enthuuaitic notions of honour which id tenets 
and affluence infpi:e in the more exalted rank.% 
to fuch a degree as to make men break 
through the firtt law of nature, to run into d2n- 
eer with delighr, ttonuig out to a man, at the 
firft mention of the matter ; and vying with 
e:ich other who fhouJd be of the party; 
though the appearance of many of them (hew- 
ed that they were already exkautfed by fa- 
tigue, and wanted reft and rtfrefLment, ta re- 
B 5 ftow. 
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ftore their ftrength to any degree of equality 

with their fpirit. 

Among men actuated by fuch an emulation, 
the leaft preference muft have bred envy, and 
been attended with difagreeable confequences. 
Senfible of this, the officer thanked them all-, 
in the moft engaging manner for their readi- 
nefs ; but faid, that, according to the indifpen- 
fible rule of military difcipline, he muft necef- 
farily take thofe whofe duty came in turn, coru- 
fpling the reft with the thought that they could 
not long want an opportunity equally glorious 
of proving their fpirit in an army, where they 
were honoured by the general, with fo peculiar 
a preheminence. 

This delicate affair being adjufted, the heroes 
whofe happy fortune it was to go prepared 
themfelves with the higheft emulation, while 
the others drew off in evident dejeftion at their 
difappointment. 

As their leader rode along the lines, to take 
a particular view of them, I obferved that he 
addrefled one of his fubalterns, and was an-- 
fwered by him in a ftrain of familiarity, that 
feemed inconfiftent with the diftance between 
their ftations. " Well Tom, (faid the former, 
" with a fmile) this is a fudden call. How 
€< will Vtnus bear to have her Mars torn from 
" her arms fo foon ? She ought to have a little 
44 lofiger time to reconcile her to the military 
* c life, before ihe is left by herfelf in a camp." 

— "In a camp! No! no! I fhall haidly 
** leave her in a camp." 

" No ! What then do you defign to do 

V with her?" 

— . « Why ? ferid her to indulge her medi- 

" tations 
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w tations with her old friend, Will Buck's . 
" Lady. It will be good entertainment for 
44 them to compare notes." 

" But if you did not mean to keep her 

c< here, why were you at the trouble of brlng- 
44 ing her? I imagined it was becaufe you did 
€i not know how to part with her." 

" How to part with her ! I thought you . 

" knew me better than to think fo. Why, 
44 man ! the very contrary was thereafon. If 
" I did not defireto part with her, whatfhould 
44 make me bring "her here? No! No ! It is 
44 not come to that with me yet. I turned fol- 
44 dier, at iirft, merely to get rid of my wife ; 
44 and I hope I may be allowed to take the fame 
44 method to get rid of my miftrefs too, when 
44 1 am equally tired of her. Befide, I have a 
" better plea now than 1 had before. My ho- 
44 nour, man ! My honour is engaged. I muft 
4< not quit my colours- upon any account, at. 
44 /uch a time as this.. If the fond charmer 
44 fhould take pet, and go home to her friends, . 
" with her finger in her eye, to be revenged on 
<4 her fwainfor his indifference, {he has my fin- 
4< cere confent; nor fliall my beft afliftance be ■ 
4< wanting to make an honeft woman of her, by 
4< getting her a good hufband.She has examples 
44 enough to keep her in countenance. But if 
44 the conftant dove will not defert her roving 
4i mate, why, faith* I do not well know how 
" to fend her back againft her will ; and muft- 
44 in companion pay her a vifit now and then; 
** though, by the by, it fhall be as felddm as 
f£ poffible, to give her company fomething like 
** novelty;, which, in my opinion, is the only 
B.6 "thing 
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44 thing that can make the company of any wo- 
44 man tolerable." - : 

u But, won't this be breaking faith with 

44 her ? I prefume you mud have made her 
44 many fine promifes of love and conftancy; 
44 before you could bring her to take fuch a 
"ftep?" . 

44 Promifes! Aye, promifes enough for 

44 the matter of that ; but (he was a fool if fhe 
<c believed them, when fhe had a proof that 
44 I fhould not keep them, before her eyes; 
44 She could not be fo blindly vain, as Hot to 
44 know that novelty was the only advantage 
44 fee had over my wife, whom 1 may proba- 
44 bly return to by and by, for the fame reafon, 
44 when a campaign or two fhall have fharpened 
44 my appetite. A campaign is the beft reme- 
44 dy in nature for a matrimonial forfeit. It 
44 cures a man's qualms, and fends him home. 
44 as keen as a country-bridegroom." 

44 But, are you fu re that fhe will leave 

44 you fo readily ? The fame fpirit that enabled 
44 her to come to fuch a place as this, may dif- 
44 pute your authority to fend her back. She 
44 has paid a dear price for your company, and 
44 may not chufc to give it up. Women when 
44 once they love have much more conftancy in 
44 their temper than men." 

.~ — 44 Conftancy ! Say rather, obftinacy. 
44 But I have taken care of that matter. I 
* c have wrote a letter to my wife, in which I 
44 made profeflions of the higheft efteem, and 
44 dcfired the favour of her company^ to com- 
44 pleat my happinefs ; protnifing, that Chloe 
44 and I would ftudy her fatisfadtion and plea- 
44 fiue in eyery inftance." 

—"Good 
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44 Good Heavens ! What could you 

44 propofe by that I You could never think flic 
44 would be mean, or mad enough, to ac- 
44 cept of fuch an invitation ; an invitation, 
14 that only added infult to the ill-treatment 
44 you had given her before." 

44 Accept of it ! No, I neither expe&ed nor 
44 defired that. I had fchemes of a very differ 
44 rent kind in view. 1 know you have never 
44 fufpe&ed me, for forming any deep defigns ; 
44 but this will convince you of the contrary. 
" This Letter, little as you think of it, will 
44 ferve two very important purpofes. It will 
44 prevent my wife from obtaining a feparate 
4C maintenance out of my eftate ; for, as it is 
44 her duty to follow me wherever I pleafe, ftie 
44 cannot now pretend that I have abandoned 
44 her : and, on the other hand, it gives me 
44 an opportunity, at this and any other time, 
44 to get rid of my miftrefs's company, by tell* 
44 ing her, that my invitation is accepted ; for 
44 (he would fly to the extremity of the globe 
41 rather than meet her. He ! What think yon 
44 now ? Am not I a good politician ? Egad, I 
44 always miftook my talents ; if I had applied 
44 myfelf in time, I might have been prime mi- 
44 nifter before now- Ha ! ha ! ha ! " — ' 

44 If you were confeious of this incon*- 

44 ftancy in your temper, how came you to 
44 marry? Tnat mould have been the laft thing 
44 I w. uld have done." 

44 That is very true. But Sir John 

44 Brute s reafon was mine. I wanted to go to 
44 bed to her, and {he would not content on 
44 any other terms :. the confequence of which 
44 was, that when my end was obtained, I grew 

" tked 
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u tired of my bargain, and fo turned foldierto ? 

u get quit of it." 

" I am furprifed to hear you fay this. 

u I always underftood that you had other mo- 
" tives for your military turn; an ambition of 
" command, and thirft for glory." 

" Very true. Glory arid command are - 

%L pretty things, to be fure ; but they are not 
4t equally the paffion of all people. Your good 
* c luck in; lofing your wife, made me hope that 
w my turtle would have broken her heart, in 
** the feme manner; but flie was not fooblig- 
<fc ing ; arid therefore I have tried this method- 
w of preferring another publickly to her. I 
** know the force of female vanity ; and if this 
€i fcheme mould luckily fucceed, I'll give up my 
cc hopes of a truncheon, and retire as Scipib 
" and other great men have done. If I once 
<c get my neck out of the yoke, I'll take care 
" how I thruft it in again, or even .enter into 
c< any connexion that I cannot break when I 
** pleafe, without being obliged tohaverecourfe 
** to this expedient; No ! No ! I am not quite 
" fo fond of glory as you are. I can be con^- 
" tent at borne; that is, when I am mailer of 
iC my own houfe." 

" Is it poflible that you can be ferious ? This 
41 is fo contrary to the opinion of all your 
€< friends, that I muft believe you only jeft. 
'** Your birth and fortune give you a title to tire 
4< higheft employments in the ftate, in what- 
c< ever capacity you« chofe to apply yourfelf ; 
€< and we all thought, that prefering the mili- 
44 tary, as the molt honourable, you had come 
44 hither to qualify yourfelf for them." 

— ."AyeJ< 
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*— " Aye !* as you have done ! And. pray, 
u what are you the better ? In reward of all 
4 < your fatigues and dangers, you have the ho- 
^nour to be put under the command of a fo- 
u reigner, who would not prefume to put him- 
**■ felf upon a level with you in any other light; 
* c and laughs at you in his fleeve, for your con- 
u defcenfion. Very fine encouragement, true- 
" ly ! No ! No ! Let the poor fight for pay, you 
" and I want it not; and all the real advantages 
" of honour our anceftors, bleffings on their 
w memory for their pains, have tranfmitted to ua. 
€c Let us then enjoy the happinefs that is in our 
" pofleffion, and not lofe the fiibftance thus, 
ft< to grafp at the fhadow." 

The other, who had liftened to him before 
with contempt, was fo ftruck with the latter 
part of his difcourfe, that he rode away abrupt- 
ly to avoid hearing any more of it. 



CHAP. III. 

A toilet Jet out in a new tajle* The advantage of 
knowing how to play one inconvenience againft 
another ; with an inter efting injlance of love and 
honour in the modern Jlyle* 

THIS extraordinary converfation raifing my 
curiofity to fee the fair female who had 
originally been the fubje& of it, I followed her 
lover, while his leader was preparing for his 
expedition. 

She was fitting alone in his ten£, in a fttua- 
■ " tioa 
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tion not eafy to Be defer ibed. Educated in the 
lap of luxury, (he had multiplied the wants of 
nature ten-thoufand-fold ; and required affift* 
ance every moment for neceffities created bf 
caprice. Though her lover's fortune placed 
her above the real diftreffes of fuch a place-, 
and fupplied her with moft of the conveniens 
cies, as well as all the neceflaries of life, (he 
had numberlefs artificial occafions, which habit 
had made in a manner indifpenfible to her, and 
which, as it was impoffible to provide for then, 
in fuch a vague unfettkd ftate, (he exerted as 
much contrivance to fupply, as had firft enabled 
human ingenuity to find out the moft important 
conveniencies of life j though with this effen- 
•tial difference, that as the end was fantaftic 
here, the means ncceffarily appeared ridiculous." 
We found her at her toilet, which was a 
fumpter-trunk, fet upon one end, and covered 
with a foul fhirt. On this fhe had placed a 
pocket?mjrrour,. and on each fide of that a row 
of phials, and gallipots filled with colours, 
cofmetic pafte and waflies which fhe always 
carried -about her. Her combs and brufhes were 
fet out on the faucers fhe had juft been ufing 
for breakfaft. Her fhoes and ftockings lay on 
the bed, which was alfo her feat ; and to wafh 
herfelf, fhe made ufe of an utenfil, which had 
been placed under it for another occafion. With 
this apparatus, all fet in form, fhe was as atten- 
tively bufy at the important work of dreffing, as 
if fhe was going to make her appearance at a 
drawing-room. Her lover's entrance inter- 
rupted her. " Fie, Damon, (faid fhe, blufhing 
44 at the ridiculous figure fhe made) how can 
44 you intrude fo rudely into a lady's ruelle ? 

44 You 
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" You fee I have let out my toilet. The bed 
" and the trunk fcrve for every thing. Dumb 
" waiters are ibme times moll convenient; hah ! 
"hah! hah!" . 

The moment I faw her, I could perceive. that 
this gaiety was all affected ; that, fick at heart, 
fhe fitw to levity for relief from the. torture of 
reflection. Such a ruin was fufficitnt to raife 
companion in any mind not utterly loft to every 
fenfe. of humanity, as well as virtue. She was 
j uft entered into the prime of life ; her form ele- 
gant and Ihiking ; «nd her features, if not 
fauklcfsly beautiful, yet glowing with fuch luxu- 
riant health, fuch animated fenfibility, as had 
the effect of the moft perfect beauty. But 
in her prefent fituation, all thefe charms ap- 
peared to difad vantage. A gloom of confeious 
guilt overcaft her finiles ; and amidft all her 
mirth and endearments, fhe was afhamed to 
look up, and meet the eye of the very authot 
of her lhame. 

When fhe had forced out the laugh with 
which flie concluded the above fpeech, her 
Damon, fmiling with an air of indifference, 
" Neceffity is the mother of invention, my dear 

■ M Chloe\ (laid he) and yours feemstohave been 
M well fet to work. But I come to tell you fome 
" news that I fear will interrupt you. I am 
" ordered out upon action diredtly ; and as it 
" is like to be a warm affair, I think it is bet- 
* 4 ter to provide for your fafety before I go, 
w for fear of any thing's happening to >me. 
** You would be horridly at a lofs by.your- 
" felf, in fuch a place as this, if I mould be 
" killed." 

She ftarted at the mention of adtion ; but hi$ 

- " laft 
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laft words ftruck her with terrors too ftrong 
for her to bear. For fome moments (he flood 
like the ftatue of horrbr, unable to move or 
fpeak ; but her. very fears at length gave her ut- 
terance. 44 Good heaven! (exclaimed fhe) What 
44 do you mean ? What action can you be or- 
44 dered into that fliould endanger your life ? 
44 Ljid you not promife me, that you would 
44 quit this accurfed life direftly ? Did you not 
44 prevail upon me to come here with you, on- 
44 ly that you might lay down your commiflion 
44 without difrepute ? You cannot, (hall not, 
44 think of going into any action ! You mull 
44 come away this moment." 

44 That was my defign, my dear, if it 

44 had not been for this unlucky affair; but 
44 now it is impoffible for metoftir. If I je- 
44 turn, I will that moment lay down ; but I 
44 cannot poffibly do it fooner. It would be 
44 an eternal blot upon my honour." 

- 44 Honour ! (returned {he, with a figh> 

44 that feemedto burft her heart) How can you 
44 mention that word to me ? If you are refol ved 
44 to go, I will wait the event here. Should 
4<l you be brought back wounded, my care may 
4t - not be unneceflary ! If worfe fliould happen',. 
44 the horrors I (hall fuffer till I receive the 
44 account, will compleat my averfion to life, 
44 and make me glad to follow you. I have- 
C4 now no bufinefs in this world without you."* 

The agony in which.flie faid this would have 
melted any other heart; but he felt it not. 
Finding her proof to this argument, he there- 
fore had recourfe to his laft expedient. 44 I am 
44 much obliged to you, my dear, (faid he, quite 
w unmoved) for your kind intentions ta take 

caret 
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€c care of me ; but I hope I (hall not want it. 
44 Befide, there is another thing, which embar- 
44 raffes me a good deal. I have juft received 
44 an account, that my wife, out of her cxam- 
44 plary love and duty, has accepted my invi- 
" tation, and is coming to us dirc&ly." 

44 To us ! (anfwered me, alarmed almoft to 
44 diftradtion) Is it poffible ? What (hall we do ? 
44 Where fliall I fly ! I never can, never will fee 
44 her. I had rather die ten thoufand deaths, 
44 than look her in the face." 

44 To be fure, I allow it muft be rather 

44 aukward ; but the mifchief is, I cannot tell 
44 how you will avoid it, if you ftay here." 

— 44 You muft write to her peremptorily, this 
44 moment, not to come; and when you leave 
44 this place, take a different route from what 
44 you intended, for fear (he fhould not obey 
"you." 

— "Aye ! but the worft is, I don't know where 
44 to direft to her. She fet out immediately, on 
44 receipt of my letter ; and as the poft is obliged 
44 to come fo far about, for fear of being inter- 
44 cepted by the enemy, and fhe travels with 
44 paflports the fhorteft way, (he may be here 
44 this evening, for aught I know : and then it 
44 would be fo grofs an abufe not to fee her, 
<4 even after her undergoing the fatigue of fuch 
" <c a journey, at my exprefs defire, that I can- 
cc not avoid waiting for her. Decency at leaft 
•"muftbeobferved." 

— <4 Decency ! How can you infult me 

" by mentioning fuch a word ? I flighted that, 

=** and every thing elfe, for you. Had I paid 

'** any regard to decency, I mould not have been 

* 4 here now in this condition." 

44 Nay, 
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" Nay, for the matter of that, my dear, 

" I am not much bdiind you. I fhcwed«as 
44 little refpeck to thofe things for your fake as 
44 you could for mine. But let us not enter 
41 into fruitlefs difputes. What are you re- 
44 folved to do ? for 1 muft march within this 
44 hour." 

"Honour! decency! But I am jufcly 

44 ferved. What am I refolvcd to do ! Say ra- 
44 ther what you intend to do with me, and - do 
44 not torture me any longer in this manner ; 
* 6 for 1 fee pJainly enough, that my prefence is 
44 a pain, which you want to get rid of at any 
44 rate. Honour! juft heaven!" 

" Why child, if you are determined to 

44 think fo, it is in vain to reafon with you. 
44 You fhall do juft as you pleafe ; cither go 
44 or ftay. What I meant to propofe was this : 
44 You rememberyour old friend, who took a 
44 frolick with Will Buck two or three years 
44 ago. She lives in a vefy pretty retired man- 
44 ner, in a neutral town, about twenty miles 
44 from hence. Now, if you approve of it, it 
44 would be no bad fcheme for you, to go and 
44 pay her a vifit, till we fee how things go. I 
44 am fure- fhe will be very well pleafed to fee 
* 4 you ; and there you will be free from the in- 
44 conveniencies, and fafe from the dangers of 
44 a camp ; and near enough for me to ftep to 
44 you as often as I can fpare a moment. Ml 
44 write a letter to Will about it dire&ly ; and 
44 as I know his finances are not in the beft 
44 fituation, I make no doubt but he'll be very 
44 glad of your ftaying there as long as you 

pleafe ; for you fhall have money enough, to 

bear all the expence. I would not let yott 

44 be 
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be under obligation to any one. Well, what 

tliink you of my fcheme ? Was it not a lucky 

thought? You and fhc were very intimate 
" formerly, and will now be the moft proper 
u and agreeable companions for each other." 

It is impoffiblc to defcribe the different paf- 
fions which were painted in her face, while he 
was making this propofal. She knew him too 
well to take fuch a rational fcheme for a fud- 
den thought ; and concluded from thence, that 
he was fatiated with her company, and had 
formed a premeditated defign to get rid of her ; . 
to facilitate which he had hrft made a pretence 
of his being ordered into a&ion, and when that 
did not take effecl:, forged this ftory of his wife's 
coming; for, notwithstanding her diftrefs, lhe 
had rbkrved the many ir.confiftcncies in what 
he f.iid. However, her pride would not permit 
ht-r to dlfcover her fufpicion?, as it would look 
like driving to force herfclf longer upon him. 

" When you are refolved, (anfwered (he, 
iC with a rncft cxpreflive look) I have nothing 
c< left but to obey. Give orders for my going, 
<c 1 fliall foon be ready. All places are indif- 
cc f.-rent to me, an J ail companions equally dif- 
*' agreeable. My own thoughts will afford me 
cc empany enough. I leave you to yours." 

" iVy denrclt girl, (replied he, more pleafed 
cc at h'.T compliance than affected at the man- 
" ner of it) what I pro;:oic is for the bcir. I 
** only ftudy your convenience and faiisfa£tion. 
<c If you ca i think cf any other way, I am rea- 
" dy to do it." 

" I have no power to think ! I wifli I 

**■ never could ! Rut let me be gone. I have 
**"ftaid too long already. Let me not interfere 

" with 
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« c with your regard to decency and honour." 

Saying this, {he directly huddled on her 

travelling habit, while he went to order his 
chaife to the door of his tent. 

When he had done this, he returned to give 
her fome neceflary inftru&ions for her journey, 
and palliate the offence he had given her, by 
carefles and profeffions of love and conftancy. 
She heared him with the moft contemptuous 
filence ; and taking a purfe of gold, which he 
gave her, with an air of indignation flung 
into the chaife the moment it arrived, without \ 
fpeaking a word, or making the leaft return to 
his fondnefs. 

The fpirit which fhe (hewed on this occa- 
fion was evidently raifcd by refentment ; and • 
of courfe could not laft long. Indeed fhe was 
fcarce able to fupport it till flie got into the 
chaife, where (he melted into a flood of tears 
before (he was out of fight. Her lover faw her 
diftrefs ; but the joy he felt at being freed from 
her company, prevented his feeling any con- 
cern at it. He fhrugged up his fhoulders in 
felf-complacency ; and, hugging himfelf on his 
deliverance, prepared to attend his commander 
at the appointed hour. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 

JVar ! Horrid war ! They'll never want employ- 
ment who think themfelves well paid for their 
pains with a mouthful ofmoon-fhine. The great 
channel offecret intelligence. 

THERE was fomething fo deliberately 
bafe in the whole conduct of this perfon, 
that I left him with the higheft contempt, and 
returned to his commander, who was by this 
time ready to wait upon the general to receive 
his orders. 

The moment he entered the tent, the gene- 
ral arofe, and, difmiiling every other perfon 
prefent, received him with the higheft refpeft. 
" Well, my friend, (faid he) I am now ready 
"to communicate to you the plan which I have 
" formed j but it will be proper that the per- 
* c fon for whom you defign the honour of the 
** command, fhould be prefent." 

" He is prefent, if your highnefs makes no 
** objection to him. I know that all your plans 
%c are formed with judgment ; and as your more 
c< than ufual earneftnefs about this {hews it to 
*' be of importance, fhall be proud of having 
44 the execution of it entrufted to my care." 

" You, my_friend ! I know not what 

<c to fay; I cannot fpare you from my fide. I 
c< want your advice every moment. At the 
€t fame time, I am unwilling to rob you of 
" an opportunity of acquiring fo much glory. 
** Here is the intelligence I have received, and 
2 "here 
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*< here is the fcheme I laid down upon it. You 
4C will examine them, and alter any thing you 
" don't approve, as circumftances may requiie. 
" To you I give a difcretionary power, toacl: 
" as you fee proper. Had I known you would 
" have gone, I fhould not have drawn any par- 
" ticular directions. Go ; and fuccefs await 
" you." 

The other received this diftinguifhed mark 
of confidence and favour with the higheft plea- 
fure ; and, taking leave of the general, haftened 
away to join his troops, who were by this time 
drawn out ready to march. As foon as he had 
taken a view of them, he opened his inftruc- 
tions ; and looking them over, put himfelf at 
the head of his men, with whom he marched all 
night, through woods and morafTes deemed im- 
paflible, and at day-break found himfelf juft be- 
fore a quarter of the enemy, who, confiding 
in the diftance and natural ftrength of their 
fituation, had hegle&ed to fortify them- 
felves, and expected nothing lefs than to be 
t tacked. 

The difficulties of the march had fatigued his 
troops to fuch a degree, that it appeared next 
to madnefs to let them attack an enemy great- 
ly fuperior to them in number. But their ar- 
dour was fuch, that they defpi fed every advan- 
tage, and demanded to be inftantly led on. ITie 
proper improvement of that enthufiafm is gene- 
rally decifive. Tire commander therefore in- 
dulged their impetuofity, confding in their va- 
lour ; and convinced that his fafety and fuccefs 
equally depended upon furprize, if he failed of 
which, it would be abf lutely impoffible for him 
even to make a retreat in the condition they 

were 
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were In, through fuch difficulties as they had 
ilruggled with in coming. 

Scenes like this are impoflible to be particu- 
larly defcribed. Accuftomed to conquer, the 
made their onfet with a refolutian that bore 
down all before them. In the confufion un- 
avoidable on fuch occafions, their enemies fled 
at the firft impulfe, imagining they were at rack- 
ed by the whole army, while the victors made 
an heavy (laughter of all who had no time to 
efcape. 

Had they flopped here, the advantage would 
have been important. But hurried on by their 
natural ardour, and flufhed befidc with fuccefs, 
they purfued the fugitives, who by this time had 
recovered from their firft furprize, and formed 
upon an eminence, not very far from their late 
camp. The action now was really dreadful. 
The aflailants were feveral times repulfcd with 
fevere lofs, and owed their fuccefs at laft to an 
effort of meer defpair, being determined, to a 
■man, to die rather than have their victory 
.(hatched thus out of their hinds. 

Their lofs in this affair equalled that of their 
enemies, in the furprize of their entrenchments, 
-and amounted to more than half their number ; 
but they remained mafters of the field, the ho- 
.nour of which they looked upon as a recom- 
pense for all. - 

On their return to the army the general met 

.them, and embracing the leader, congratulated 

him on the glory of his victory ; and thanking 

.the men, in the orders of the day, fent them 

.- away happy ; while he pleafed himfelf with the 

," .fuccefs of his fcheme, which gave him the ap- 

.pearance of doing fomcthing, flattered his enf- 

^ yOL.II. C ployrrs 
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plovers with imaginary advantages, and rarfed 
his merit with them ; at the fame time, that in 
reality it ferved rather »to protract than deter- 
mine the war, by infpiring each party with a 
defire of revenging fo equal a lofs. However, 
it was deemed fufficient by him to be made the 
fubject of congratulatory meflages to the fo- 
vereign under whom he ferved, and all. the 
powers confederate with him. 

I was (o lick of this mercenary method of 
making war, by which the miferies of that 
fcourge of mankind were fo highly aggravated, 
that I refolved to quit this army directly, and 
fee whether that of the enemy, oppofed to it, 
was conducted in a more rational manner. 

I have faid that my guide had given me 
power to tranfport myfelf, by a bareact-of my 
will, wherever I pleafed. Though this was necef- 
farily a great advantage in many instances, there 
were yet fome circumftances attending it, which 
made me chufe to decline making ufe of it, ex- 
cept upon extraordinary occafions. The in- 
ftantaneous tranfition from one fcene to another, 
xiiftant and unconnected, was fo unufual to me, 
that it left a chafm in my mind, and made me 
for fome time at a lofs to comprehend the things 
before me, for want of the introduction of en- 
tering gradually into them. This I had expe- 
rienced more than once, when at any time my 
guide ufed to turn my eye fuddenly and without 
fome prevjous preparation, to any new fcene in 
the review I made under his immediate direction. 
For this reafon I refolved, when it was poffible, 
to take the opportunity of accompanying fome 
perfon, wherever I had a mind to go, whofebu^ 
linefs would ferve as a clue, to introduce and di- 
rect 
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re&me without perplexity or confufion 5 by which 
method 1 had alfo the advantage of obferving 
feveral things worthy of notice, in the countries 
through which I pafled, which would have 
efcaped me if I only flew over them in the other 
way. 

For fuch a guide and companion I was not 
lone at a lofs. The general that very evening 
held a council of war, the refolutions of which 
two of the members could not refrain from 
talking over that night, after fupper. Not fuf- 
pe&ing that they were overheard, they can- 
vaffed all that had pafled very freely, and in the- 
courfe of their converfation mentioned feveral 
matters* of the greateft importance to be kept fe- 
cret This the valet de chambre of him in whofe 
tent they were was not inattentive to. He was 
a native of the enemy's country, and retained 
by them to procure intelligence of every thing 
that happened in the army where he was. Ac- 
cordingly he placed himfelf where he could dif- 
tinftly hear all that was faid ; and pretending 
fleep, to avoid the danger of detection, li ftened 
to their difcourfe with the greateft attention. 

As foon as they feparated, and he had put 
his matter to bed, he wrote an exacT: account 
of all that he had over-heard; and giving 
his letter to one of his aflbciates, who pafled for 
no more than a common purveyor to the camp, 
charged him to deliver it as directed, with the 
atmoft expedition, as it was of the higheft im- 
portance ; and this experienced perfon I re- 
Jblved to accompany. 



I- 
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CHAP. V. 

The longeft way about is often the near eft way home. 
The pleafure of comparing notes creates friend/hip 
in affliction. A new fpecies of knight-errantry. 

THE armies lay fo near each other that my 
guide might foon have performed his er- 
rand, could he have gone dire&ly with fafety. 
Inftead of that, to avoid every fufpicion, he took 
tliametrically the contrary way, defigning, when 
he ihould be out of danger or being obferved, to 
make a turn, and goby afafer though more dif- 
tant courfc. 

I fhall not attempt to defcribe the country 
through which^ve travelled^ Could the moft am- 
bitious power that ever waged a war view fuch 
ti fcene with the difpaffionate eye of reafon but 
for one moment, it would ftrike his heart with 
horror, and make him defift from purfuits fo de- 
structive to his kind, ' 

The firft place we flopped at happened to be 
the town to which the officer had fent his mif- 
trefs, as I have, faid before, under a pretext of 
her avoiding his wife. I fhould have taken no- 
tice, that in the courfe of the aftion he had 
often repented of not taking her advice, and 
wiflied himfelf to be in fafety with her j though 
when it was over, his heart exulted fo much in 
the fuccefs, that for fome time he could think 
of nothing but war and glory. Indeed his be- 
haviour had been fuc/a as in a great meafure re- 
covered 
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covered the efteem of his leader ; and with the 
reft of the army, who have a partiality for the 
indulgence of paffion, and are particularly ihiit- 
ten with the more fhewy virtues, totally obli- 
terated his reproach. 

As we entered the town, I accidentally faw 
her at a window, and my fellow-traveller flop- 
ping for refrefliment, I took that opportunity to 
fee how flie liked her prefent fituation. When 
I joined her, fhe and her friend were going to 
take a walk in their garden. 

There was fomething particularly ftriking in 
the appearance of the latter. Tho' (he had never 
been a regular beauty, and now had loft a good 
deal of the bloom of youth, it was impoflible for 
man to behold her without defire ; at the fame 
time, that the fire which flafhed from her eyes 
fhewed that fhe felt all the paflions fhc infpiied. 
Afimilarity in their circumftances had very foon 
improved their former acquaintance into that 
degree of intimacy which is cemmonly called 
fnendfhip. When they were feated in an ar- 
bour at the bottom of the garden, " I wonder, 
<c madam, (faid the lady of the houfe) that you 
" have had no account from your friend, fince 
<c this a&ion. Public report fays it was very 
"warm; but as no particular mention is made 
u of him, it is certain he has come off fafe. Of- 
" licers of his rank are never overlooked." 
j^ " Indeed, madam, (anfwered the other) I 
[ u know not what to attribute it to but the le- 
! m u vity that rules all his actions. I am out of 
i' a his fight, and confequently out of his mind. 
[" v *But'f have no right to complain. I deferve 
& it all, and more, for being fuch a dupe to 
1 r&JJMF own vanity and his bafe dcfigns, as to 
fe?-*:k? . " C3 « think 
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44 think I could fix one whcfe foul is incon- 
44 ftancy itfelf. My eyes are at length opened 
44 to my folly. I deferve to be flighted thus, 
44 and deferted in a ftrange place." 

-"Have patience, dear madam ! Do not 

44 feek for imaginary grievances. It is impof- 
44 fible he can defert you. No man can be fa 
44 infenfible as to flight fuch charms. The hur* 
44 ry of war is above our conception, and often 
44 prevents the performance of the duties deareft 
44 to the heart." 

44 O my friend ! you are too good to- 

44 feek confolation for a wretch juft finking 
44 into defpair. But it is all in vain. What 
44 bufinefs had he with war ? His fortune placed 
44 him above the common motive of neceffity ;, 
44 and he affured me that he was fick of the 
44 folly of ambition, and would retire to fome 
♦ 4 private place in Italy, where we fhould be un- 
44 known, and there dedicate his life to love 
44 and happinefs. But no fooncr had he ofe- 
44 tained his bafe ends than he changed his 
44 fcheme ; and feigning I know not what rea- 
<c fon$ about laying down his commiffion' with: 
44 credit, and fiich idle fluff, he led me hither, 
44 juft to fli€w me about, and' make the fhame 
44 of my bdng. eaft off the more notorious and 
44 mortifying, perhaps to enhance its merit, 
44 and prepare the way for a reconciliation with 
44 his Wife, which his writing her that letter 
44 gives me fufficient ground to think he is. not 
" without thoughts of." 

44 For fliamc, dear madam f fummoft 

" up your refolution, and do not torturfe your- 
44 felf with fuch vain, fuch impoifible appre- 
44 henfions. I know your good fenfe, and would 

44 not 
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c< not flatter you. A reconciliation with his 
4 * wife is an abfurd thought. Not that 1 think ' 
u it at all improbable, on her part. The foft 
cc nature of our fex can forgive any thing ; but 
u the difficulty lies in himfelf. After giving 
44 her fuch treatment, he can never forgive her, 
*' can never believe flie is fincerely reconciled j 
<c and therefore will hate her for her hypocri- 
u fy, and be always in fear of fome fecret re- 
u venge. Or, even if fhe fhould convince him 
4< to the contrary, the contraft between her 
<4 conduft and his, will be fo mortifying to him, 
" and give fyer fuch a fuperiority in his own 
<c eyes, that he will never be able to bear it ; 
" and muft avoid her prefence, to preferve his 
4C own peace. This, my dear, is your fecuri- 
" ty againft this worft misfortune poflible to 
•' happen to a woman. Shame, poverty, any 
" thing* were preferable to being flighted for a 
" wife." 

" Wftiat an infatuated creature was I to- 
•* bring myfelf into this ftate, that my happi- 
44 nefs muft depend on fuch a bafe foundation? 
44 Happinefs, did I fay ? It is mifery ; the fe- 
44 vercft mifery. The conftant anxiety and 
44 fears* infeparable from fuch a ftate of uncer- 
44 tainty, are worfe than any a&ual misfortune* 
44 But I deferve it all. I am inexcufable in the 
44 eyes of the world, and odious in my own. 
44 But what will not the bafenefs of man and 
4< the folly of woman do ? " 

4 4 The bafe artifices of man to obtain 
44 his ends, and his (hamelefs perfidy after, 
44 fhould be a warning to our fex ; but 
44 Nature is nature > let the wife fay what they 
u will}" and while woman has vanity andde- 
G 4, " fires,, 
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44 fires, man will take advantage of the former, 
" to flatter her into the gratification of the 
" latter. You have this confolation, howe- 
" ver, that your cafe is not Angular. I do not 
^ fay, example juftifies a wrong aclion ; but 
44 ftill it certainly is a fatisfa&ion to think, that 
44 others have fallen into as great errors as our- 
44 felves ; that we are not the worft of our kind. 
44 All the folly that you upbraid yourfelf for 
44 have I been guilty of, and with this fevere 
4C aggravation, that the perfon for whom I made 
44 fucli a facrifice was not in circumftances even 
44 to delude me with the nmantic fchemes of 
44 happinefs, which helped to turn,your head, 
Ki but was forced by neceflity to apply himfelf 
4C to the horrid trade of war for fubfiftence ; fo 
44 that the pain of his abfence, and the fear of 
44 lofing him, were heightened by the dreadful 
44 apprehenfion of being reduced to dependence 
44 on the friends, whole refentment I had fo 
" juftly provoked, if any thing mould happen to 
" him. Yet all this have time and reflection re- 
* 4 conciled me to, and taught me to fubmitwith- 
44 out regret to a fate which I can't remedy. 

- 4C But let us drop this difagreeable and fruit- 
" lefs fubjecl:. My intercourfe with my native 
" country is fo little, that I had not even heard 
" of your affair till my friend fent me the plea- 
44 fing account of the honour defigned me by 
" your company ; and then without any parti- 
44 cular circumftances; which he either was un- 
44 acquainted with, or had not time to write. 
c< As I imagine there muft be fomething un- 
" common and interefting in them, 1 fhall 
" efteem it a favour, if you will indulge me 
" with the relation $ and to encourage that 

vv cow- 
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a confidence, I will candidly inform you of 
" every thing concerning myfelf, the account 
€< of which, I know, has been greatly and molt 
" cruelly mifreprefented ; and if you do not find 
cc much entertainment in it, you certainly will 
<c ample confolation, from a comparifon of my 
<c cafe with yours. Not that all my. adven- 
cc tures have been barren of matter for the for- 
4< mer alfo, now that the danger and ridicule 
*' which attended them at the time are over. 

" You feem furprifed, my dear, at my men- 
* c tioning my adventures ; but ours is literally 
" a life of adventure ; and the moment a wo- 
<c man takes the ftep that we have done, {he 
* c as it were commences knight-errant, and fal- 
cc lies forth, if not to feek, at leaft fubje& to 
" meet adventures wherever fhe goes ; every 
cc man who thinks it worth his while afluming 
c< a right to make his attacks upon her in what 
" manner he pleafes." 

CHAP. VI. 

Hiftory of a remarkable Lady. The great benefit op 
polite education, with the force of good examples 
Common occurrences of various kinds ^ and their 
natural confequences. 

c< nr v HERE is nothing more abfurdly un- 
JL generous than the inveftives levelled at 
eur fex indifcriminately, and without inquiring 
into the nature of our faults, and making juit 
1 allowances for the caufes leading, or rather in- 
deed impelling us to them. 

C 5 "Tha 
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<c The youth of man is devoted to profitable 
inftrudtion ; but that of woman to initiation in- 
to the paths of ruin. While they are acquiring 
the general principles of knowledge^ or learn- 
ing fome profeflion for the exercife and ad- 
vancement of their future lives, we are taught 
nothing but trifles ufele/s in themfelves,. and i£ 
not immediately criminal, yet leading indirect- 
ly to every crime, by turning the mind upon* 
wrong purfuits, and weakning all its powers by 
an habit of idlenefs, impoflible everto be broken 
through ; for idlenefs, my dear friend, is the: 
bane of woman, let her attribute her failings to. 
whatever other apparent caufe (he will.. 

<c The moft important part of my ftory may- 
be comprifed in a few words. You. are ac- 
quainted with my family, and the particular 
circumftances of it, which made my fituatiom 
more critically dangerous even than that of the- 
generality of my fex ;. a danger that was. ftilL 
heightened by other circumftances peculiar ta 
myfelf, and which, far from being attended to 
in that light, and guarded againft with proper 
care, were looked upon as advantages, and ac- 
cordingly urged to their utmoft force 

" Born in a rank that placed all the pleafures; 
of life within my reach, and blefled with a con- 
stitution equal to the enjoyment of them, I 
feemed marked out for the attacks of man ; the 
luxuriance of my health kindling all thepaflions 
of nature, before reafon could gather ftrengthto 
guide and keep them within proper bounds, and; 
the liberties allowed by fafliion giving every Op- 
portunity for their gratification. Such, an apti- 
tude for pleafure was alfo forwarded, where it 
fhould have met with reftraint. 

2 u There 
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"• There are fome perfons our relation to 
whom makes refpe&ful mention of them a du- 
ty, be their conduct what it will. I fhall there- 
fore only fay that, inftead of inftillihg the prin- 
ciples of virtue by precept, and enforcing its 
practice by example, that perfon, whofe exam- 
ple and precepts inuft have had the greateft 
weight with me, exerted them quite the contra- 
ry way, turning every thing ferious into ridi- 
cule, and indulging every licentious pa/Eon in 
the moil public manner. The confequence, 
with regard to me, .may be eafily concluded. 
Inclined by nature to pleafure, I willingly imi- 
tated the pattern fet me as far as was in my 
power, and launched into every excefs, as op- 
portunity tempted ; and if I paid greater regard 
to appearances, and conducted myfelf with 
more refervej it was not from any reftraint of 
principle ; but becaufe I faw that /afhion did 
not authorife the fame boundlefs liberty in 
youth, as it did in more advanced life. 

" -But this referve foon began to be very un- 
eafy to me, and the pleafures I enjoyed, to be 
confined within narrower limits than I liked. 
Ripened, as I have faid, by the luxuriance of 

7 constitution, I felt all the warmeft paflions 
my fex before it was imagined that my ten- 
der youth was capable of fuch fenfations, ard 
was treated like a child long after I thought . 
myfelf a woman. The difficulties this laid me 
under were often very . difagreeablc. I made 
every explanation that was not a di reft breach 
©f decency, and gave hints which would have 
been readily underftood from any one of a more 
advanced age. But, to my fevere mortification, . 
alt .was. attributed to meer imitation) and Mifs 
G6„ was, 
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was figriificantly faid to echoe her mama's 
words, when fhe would much rather have prac- 
tifed her a&ions. 

" At length, however,- I was relieved from 
this teazing fituation, by one of thofe accidents 
which determine the fate of human life. As I 
was fitting one evening at an aflembly, fretting 
myfelf to death to fee feveral ladies, whom 1 
looked upon as my inferiors in every thing but 
age, taken out before me, an officer, who read 
my thoughts and was refolved to have fome 
am,;fement with me, came up to the place where 
I fat, and entering into chat with a young lady 
who was with me, led her to afk him if he did 
not defign to dance ; upon which, turning to 
me wjth an air of the moft refpec~tful politeriefs, 
he anfwered that he would, if I would do him 
the favour to be his partner. 

" Such a preference, though to one of my 
moft intimate acquaintances, for the manner in 
which (he had afked the queftion was a plain of- 
fer to dance with him herfelf, was too pleafing 
to be flighted. I affected moft readily, and in 
the height of my fpirits at my triumph, gave 
fuch plain hints of the ftate of my inclinations, 
that he foon comprehended them ; and being 
fomewhat warm with wine, made advances to 
me which I had long wifhed for, but never re- 
ceived before. 

" The impreffion made upon us by a firft ap- 
plication is hard to be refifted. For my part, I 
was too much pleafed with it to make the at- 
tempt; and really feeling all that warmth he 
profefled, met his wifhes more than half way. 
In fuch a life as I led, and to perfons fo difpo- 
fed 3 opportunity could not long be wantedi 
- 5 but 
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but when my lover came in a cooler moment to> 
refle& on the confequences of an intrigue with 
one of my age and rank, fhould it ever happen 
to be difcovered, prudence damped the ardour 
of his pafiion, and prevented his carrying the 
conqueft he had made to the height of our mu- 
tual defires. But though he deferred it for the 
prefent, he did not abfolutely give up the de- 
fign, when circumftances fhould wear a more 
favourable afpe£t. 

c< In families like ours, every perfon who> 
drafted well and would play haa ready admif- 
fion. He availed'himfelf of this, and, under the 
appearance of paying a compliment to my mo- 
ther, took every opportunity of attending me to- 
all places of pleafurable refort. 

" The difference of our age, and particular- 
ly his being married, obviated every fufpicion of 
his intentions, as they fhould have opened ray 
eyes to the infamy and folly of carrying on fuch 
a correfpondence. But I was incapable of con- 
sidering any thing befide thepleafure I felt in his. 
company, which was evidently fo fincere that, 
beyond his defign, it affe&ed him, and he began 
alio to feel the pafiion he had onlyprofefled be- 
fore. 

" Though he conduced himfelf with the ut- 
moft circumfpeftion and addrefs, it was impof- 
fible to keep up fuch an intercourfe long with- 
out the real motive of it being fufpe&ed. The: 
firft hint of this alarmed the pride of my rela- 
tions, though the original caufe had not been 
thought worthy of their regard. They inftantly 
. aflailed me with ex poftul at ion sand reproaches, as 
they did my lover with menaces ; but all in vain. 

u There is nothing more injudicious than to 

difcoves 
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difcover a fufpicion of what it is not abfolutely.? 
in our power to prevent. It takes off the re*- 
ftraint of fhame, and raifes a falfe refentment. 
that urges the crime in revenge of the injurious 
accufation. Inftead of working the effeft my - 
friends defigned, this conduct onlyhaftened the* 
confequence which they meaned to hinder. 
Finding they could not themfelves. break off* 
the intercourfe between us, though they knew 
not certainly to what length it had been carried, , 
they had recourfe to fuperior authority, and- 
prevailed to have my lover fent on an expedi- 
tion, from which it was more than probable- 
that he would never return; or at leaft if he* 
did, itmuftbeafterfuch alengtfcoftime as they/ 
doubted not would wean my affe&ions from him, 
and fix them on fome other more proper object. . 

" But all their fchemes were diiappointed. 
The expedition mifcarried, and he returned be-~ 
fore they imagined he had even reached the place 
of his destination 5 and ftr-from being cooled in ♦ 
our mutual regards by abfence, they rather • 
gathered ftrength to break out with greater vio- - 
knee. . 

" For fome tiine, however* we obferved fo> 
much caution, as to fave. appearances at leaft, . 
let fufpicions be: what they would.' But a garde- 
ner- furprifing us one evening in an arbour, \ 
when we thought ourfelvcs fafe from obferva- 
tion, though the fellow was highly bribed to . 
fecrecy, we thought it imprudent to depend 
upon him ; my lover therefore threw up his 
commiffion, and we immediately eloped to- 
gether out of the reach of my friends refent- 
ment, who, we were well convinced, would ' 
teave nothing undone to be revenged on the 

maru 
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man who had thrown fuch a public fcandal on* 
their family. 

" I now thought my happinefs compleat*. 
and, giving, a loofe to love, defpifed the cen- 
fiire of the world, and looked no farther than, 
the prefent moment. But a little time made 
a change in my fentiments, and I began to 
languid* for the other pleasures which I had? 
forfeited by the ftep I had taken. 

" I would not by this intimate any uncom- 
mon alteration in my lover's behaviour; but. 
the joy of novelty was worn off, defire was fa- 
tisfied, and reflection began to obtrude upon.* 
us. Our fituation neceflarily precluded us from, 
fbciety, at leaft any that could afford us fatis- 
£a&ion, and confined us to each other; and" 
when die tumult of paffion began. to fubfide, as 
we dated not apply to reafon for relief, time 
grew tedious, and we mutually fighed for va- 
riety, to give a reliih even topleafure. The 
efie& this had upon our tempers heightened our 
unhappinefs. Unable to look into ourfelves- 
for the real caufe, each accufed the other of in- 
conftancy and want of love; and thefe re- 
proaches, inftea<f of removing the complaint,, 
were beginning to aggravate a coolnefs that 
was unavoidable^ into determined diflike and 
averfion : for, my dear, let us in the warmth 
of youthful imagination flatter ourfelves with, 
what notions we will of eternal conftancy and 
unalterable love, fenfe will foon be fated and 
knguifh for variety, if reafon does not lend its, 
affiftance to fill up the dull paufe of paffion. 
With us the confequence was obvious, as our 
Connexion depended entirely upon ourfelves. 
But before we had time to refolve abfolutely 

on 
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on a reparation, an event happened which re- 
moved the immediate caufe of our difguft, and 
awoke all our former tendernefs. 



CHAP. VII. 

Continued. An unufual effecl ofabfence. The lofs 

of reputation fometimes inconvenient. Refleeliont 

on a qualification which all pretend to 9 and few 

pojfefs ; with a curious account of a man ofconfe- 

, quence. 

<C T HAVE obferved to you that my lover 
JL had no fortune; all his hopes even depend- 
ing on his military profeffion. The manner 
in which he had come away with me cutting; 
off thefe for ever in his own country, neceffity 
obliged him to feek employment among Grang- 
ers. This the tumult of my thoughts had- 
made me overlook, at the time when it was in 
my power to have prevented the confequences 
of it. But think what a ftate I mull have been 
in when the hour of his departure came ! I look 
back to it with horror even now when ufe has 
jnade his abfence familiar to me, and foftened 

^inany of the inconveniences of it. 

V . " Without the converfation of a friend, to 
'beguile the tedious melancholy hours, aqd blunt 
the fting of grief ; without the approbation of 
my own mind, to fweeten thought and make 
xefle&ion a pleafure, I was left a ftranger in 
a ftrange place; r and r what was ftill worft of 
all, every morfel I eat imbittered by the dread- 
ful 
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fill confideration, that it was earned at the inftant 
hazard of the life deareft to me in the world ; 
for the firft thought of our parting removed alj 
that weaiinefs which had been the caufe of our 
difguft, and the occafion of it doubly endeared 
us, by fhewing how much we had given up, 
how much more we hazarded for each other. 

" Our parting exceeded the power of de- 
fcription. After the firft tranfports of my grief 
were over, I funk into a ftate of infenfibility, 
and grew abfolutely indifferent to myfelf and 
every- thing about me, fixing my.thoughts en- 
tirely on the days which were to bring me an 
account from him, and living only for their ar- 
rival. 

" At length lenient time began to adminifter 
its never-failing relief; and youth and health 
united their powers to diflipate a gloom fo con- 
trary to my natural difpofition ; I gradually 
recovered my fpirits, and felt again a relim 
for the pleafures of fociety. But thefe plea- 
fures were very different from thofe which I 
bad formerly delighted in. My mind had learned 
to think, and I had had time to view things in 
another light from that in which they had ap- 
peared before. My affections, it is true, were 
ftill the fame, invariably fixed upon my friend, 
and all the wifhesof my heart centered in him j 
how juftly though I did not dare to confider, 
■ holding every thing that concerned him too fa- 
cred to be even enquired into. 

" Thefe wiflies indeed were of a much more 

extenfive and exalted kind, than thofe which 

, had given rife to our connexion. You may 

have obferved that I called him my friend. 

from this time, I looked upon him in that 

light i 
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light; and if not entirely in that alone, the ve- 
ry uniting the idea of friendfhip with love was 
the higheft improvement to the latter, and in a 
great meafure purified it from every grofs allay. 

" The effedr this had upon my mind is fcarce 
to be conceived. I was not incapable of thought \ 
but I had never given myfelf time to think. The 
moment therefore that I began, I found a plea- 
fure in it which cannot be conceived ; every 
hour brought me knowledge that made me both 
furprifed at, and afhamed of my former blind- 
nefs and ignorance ; I read in my own mind, 
though unhappily too late, all the wifdom ne- 
ceffary for the condu£t of life. I thus literacy 
became a new creature ; and on my emerfion 
from the folitude in which I had buried myfelf 
fince my friend's departure, fought the compa- 
ny (and flatter myfelf that I was not unworthy 
of it) of the moft valuable part of my fex. 

" But I foon had the mortification to find 
myfelf precluded from this pleafing hope. Re- 
tired and unexceptionably as we had lived, the 
circumftances of our elopement had feme how 
been difcovered; fo that when 1 appeared in 
company, inftead of meeting the reception 1 
. liad fondly expected, my advances toward inti- 
macy were repulfed by my own fex, and I found 
myfelf expofed to the familiarity and libertine 
addrefles of the other, who always lay it down 
as a rule, that a woman who has broken thro* 
the laws cf virtue with one man, has entirely 
thrown off all farther regard to them, and is a 
fairquarry for general purfuit. 

" You may eafily judge what a (hock this 
was to me. I now began to feel the ineftima- 
We lofs of reputation, and returned to my 

forme*- 
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former retirement with an heart burfting with 
difappointment, fhame, and remorfe. But I was 
not fuffered long to enjoy the peace I fought 
even there. My new admirers purfued me, and 
in fpite of all I could fay peruited in their gal- 
lantry ; and that often in a manner too grofs to 
have been offered to any but a profefled pro- 
ftitute. 

" Had this happened feme time fooner, I 
fliould have inftantly written to my friend, to 
come to my relief from fuch infolent abufe ; but 
my thoughts had now taken, a new turn, and I 
dreaded nothing more than its coming to his 
knowledge, for fear of any ill confequences to 
himfelf from the warmth of his temper, which 
I knew would be provoked to the higheft rage 
at fuch an attempt. For this reafon I refolved 
to take no notice of it to him, .but behave in 
fuch a manner to my admirers as mould make 
them ridiculous even in their own eyes. 

" Habits long confirmed are not eafily broken 
through by the beft refolutions. I had a na- 
tural levity of temper ; and the critical nature 
of my intercourfe with my friend before our 
elopement, laid me under a kind of neceffityof 
pracSifing coquetry in my general conduct, in 
hopes of covering my particular connection with 
him. I will therefore take fliame to myfelf, 
and confefs that in my prefent folitary condi- 
tion, the profpeft of amufement, in playing off 
their foolifh addrefles, had fome weight with 
me in this defign ; never confidering that fuch 
a conduct was inconfiftent with the principles 
in which I now prided myfelf, and muft inevi- 
tably difappoint my hopes of recovering the 

eftcem 
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efteem of the prudent and virtuous of my own, 

and rational part of the other fex. 

« I fee you are affected with this melancho- 
ly detail ; but my heart was fo full, that I could 
not ftop its overflowing. I (hall now conclude 
with one of the many adventures which this 
new fcheme of mine produced, the oddity of 
which will probably reftore you to fpirits. 

" The perfons who thought proper to do me 
the honour of declaring themfelves my admir- 
ers were of every age and rank in the place. 
As thev had difcovered the nobility of my birth, 
they all thought it incumbent upon them to- 
difplay their utmoft politenefs in the manner of 
making their addrefles. Though every country 
has peculiar cuftoms which conftitute the rule 
of behaviour, true politenefs is eflentially the 
fame every-where, and differs only in the ex- 
ternal -modes of exprefling it. The mechanical 
part, as I may juftly call it, which confifts in 
cringes and compliments, may be eafily learn- 
ed; but the unembarrafled eafe and proper free* 
dom of addrefs and deportment, which deno- 
minate the character at firft fight, and that de- 
fire to give pleafure, which pleafes in its very 
appearance, muft have a foundation from na- 
ture, in a benevolent and generous difpofition, 
and be confirmed by early education and long 
practice. The latter indeed may give an habit 
that fhall deceive a fuperficial view ; but where 
the former is wanting, the judicious obferver 
will foon difcover and defpife the impofture, 

" I had abundant experience of the juftice of 
this remark in the behaviour of my new ad- 
mirers. Had I had nothing more than meer 
common amufernent in my thoughts, this would 

have 
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iave afforded me fufficient ; but refentment at 
thjir impudence made me determined to pufti 
thOir folly to its utmoft length, and then expofe 
it to public ridicule. 

" The few who really poffeffed that polite- 
nefs which all aped, foon perceived, by the man- 
ner of my receiving their advances, that thfey 
were difagreeable to me, and accordingly de- 
fifted from giving me any farther trouble. But 
their aukward imitators in the externals of good- 
l>reeding, forming their judgment of me from 
themfelves, conftrued my complaifance into ap- 
probation, and thought I was pleafed with what 
they faid, becaufe I did not directly fly into an 
outrage ; but when I had taken time to look 
into their characters, and fee which was fitteft 
for my purpofe to work upon, I gave the reft 
their difmiffion, in the manner mod like to take 
effect. 

" Among the felected few whom I permitted 
to flatter themfelves with hopes of fuccefs was 
an old burgher, who had made an immenfe for- 
tune by every iniquitous practice in the myfte- 
xious bufinefs of a contractors for fupplying the 
armies of the powers at war with provifions. 
Though he was fprung from the very dregs of 
mankind, and had pafled his youth in the moft 
fordid and fervile employments, his heart was 
fo puffed up by his riches, that he muft on all 
occafions affume the man of birth and good 
breeding. This his own bafe difpofition made 
it impoffible for him to do in any thing befide 
. their follies and vices, in all of which he made 
a moft remarkable figure. He built fine houfes, 
he bought pictures, he gamed ; and, to compleat 
Ids character, he muft now have a miftrefs of 

quality^ 
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4C Though I had ftudied my part very well, 
i was fomewhat difconcerted at fuch an ad- 
drefs. Recovering myfelf however in a few 
minutes, I was rather diverted thah offended 
at the oddity of it, and refolved to drive the 
bargain, as he juftly called it, in his own 
way. Accordingly 1 anfwered him with an 
affe&ed confufton, that I did not rightly un- 
derftand what he meant. 

44 Madam, (replied he) my meaning is to — 

44 to — to . Infhort madam, plain dealing 

44 is beft. My meaning is, to purchafe fome 
44 certain fayours from you, for which I am 
44 willing to pay you the higheft price of the 
44 maket. I delpife making fine fpeeches ; but 
44 if you are inclined to deal, no one fhall out- 
44 bid me. I never think good wares too dear. 
" Come ! Don't ftand {hilly fhally ! Say ! Is 
44 it a bargain, aye, or no ?" 

44 It was impoflible for me to pretend igno- 
rance any longer ; though I did not think pro- 
per to accept of his propofals too readily, for 
fear it fhould make him think flightly of my 
ware \ at the fame time that I faw it Was ne- 
ceflary to keep up his hopes, by feeming to en- 
ter into treaty with him, as he was infenftble of 
that expe&ation and anxiety which to minds of 
more delicacy are the food of love. 

44 You men of confequence (I anfwered) 
44 have a peculiar way of doing every thing. 
44 Your fortunes raife you above the formalities 
44 neceflary to be obferved by other people. I 
44 own I do not difapprove of your propofal j 
44 but as it is a thing which I have never yet 
44 thought about, I muft take fome time to 
<€ confider what terms are proper for me to 
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f{ make. In the mean while I {hall be glad to 
" fee you as often as it is convenient for you to 
u do me that honour." 

" Odfo, madam, (returned he, overjoyed at 
*' his fuccefe) you are a fenilblc woman, and 
11 fpeak like one that has been ufed to buiinefb. 
u I like you the better for your frankncls. It is 
*' ray own way* And when you have fixed 
11 your price, we (hall not differ. There mall 
* l be no delay on my part. Ready money ! 
" Ready money is always my word." — " Say- 
ing this, my lover took his leave, and left mc 
not a little at a lofs how to manage with. 
him. 

" As I was no ftranger to the circumftanccs 
of his family, the firft thought that occurred 
*o me was, to reveal the whole to his wife, and 
concert meafu res with her for pumfhing his infi- 
delity and prefumption. But, upon reflection* 
I enlarged my fcheme, and refolvcd to try if I 
could not turn his ridiculous paflion to fonie ad- 
vantage for his defected daughter, before I gave 
hitn up to her chaftifement. 

c< Accordingly I went directly to a lady with 
whom 1 knew fhe was acquainted, and enquir- 
,n g, as if from common curiofity, into her cir- 
cumftances and character, had the plcafure to 
find her every way worthy of my regard and af- 
fiftance. I therefore fent for her very privately 
that evening, as if to give her fome needle- 
work to do for me, her father's allowance bc- 
*ng fo fmall that fhe was obliged to have re- 
tourfe to induftry, to enable her to live with 
any degree of comfort, though fliame made her 
do it with as much privacy as poflible ; and 
giving my converfation that turn which I 

Vox.. II. D thought 
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thought moft likely to win her confidence* 
prcfled her to let me know her defigns and pro-' 
* f pedis for life, for making which enquiry 1 af- 
fured her I had other motives than meer cu- 
rioiity. 

" Moved by the manner in which I fpoke, 
ihe burft into a flood of tears ; and, as foon as 
ihe v/as able to fpeak, told me modeftly, that 
ihe had no profpedls, and was incapable- of 
forming any defigns j that indeed the height of 
her wifhes would be to be married to a young 
man who had been bred to bufinefs under her fa- 
ther, but was turned off" as well as hcrfelf on the 
new-ordering of his family ; that they had loved 
each other from their infancy ; but he having 
no fortune to enter into trade with, his family, 
which was very reputable, having been ruined 
hy the calamities of war ; and her father abanr 
cloning her in the manner he did, they could 
not think of tranfmitting their misfortunes to 
their innocent pofterity by marrying; and there- 
fore had vowed to each other to live fingle, as 
the only [.roof they could give of the iincerity 
of their mutual attachment. 

" I was not proof to fuch a ftory. I embraced 
Jier tenderly; and afiuring her of my friend- 
ihip, bade her hope for an happy change in her 
fortune very fpeedily. I then enquired how 
much would be fufficient to fettle her hufband 
in bufinefs with a profpecl of fuccefs, and en- 
courage them to marry ? and on her anfweiing, 
that if they had about a thoufand crowns to add 
to fome little matter they had already made a 
ihift to lay up by their frugality, they would 
venture, and truft the event to the blefling of 
providence on their honeft induftry. I told her* 

that 
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ftatif I was not difappointed much beyond my 
cxpeftation, fhe fliould not long want a greater 
Aim than that ; but that all depended on her 
Hot taking- the leaft notice of her having been 
with me, or even mentioning my name to any 
one livings till I fhould give her permiffion. 
This caution (he promifed to obferve moft care- 
fully, andfthen took her leave with a lighter heart 
than fhe had felt for fome time. 

" My defign upon my ready-money lover was 
now urged by a better motive than either amufe- 
nient or revenge, which had firft fet me upon 
it. The money, which I doubted not to ex- 
tort from his amurd paffion, I refolved to give 
*° his daughter ; and then to make ufe of the 
affiftance of his wife, to avoid performing my 
part of the bargain, and compleat my original 
Scheme, who, f was fenfible, would not only 
puntfh him fufficiently for his vicious folly, but 
a]fc expofe him to the higheft and moft public 
ridicule. 
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Continued. Many buyers raife the market* On 
baUancing avarice and vanity^ the former ticks 
the beam. 

* A Ccordin'gly, when he came to pay 
Xjl me a vifit next morning, I gave him an 
opportunity of renewing his treaty, which he 
flrtified fo warmly to be brought to a conclii* 
JtQkjthat, after a little affected hesitation, I coll- 
ar /. . D 2 tafcTOitoA 
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defcended to capitulate ; and at length affented 
to his propofal for the confederation of two thou- 
fand crowns. 

" At the mention of fuch a fum he looked 
aghaft. 4 * Two thoufand crowns ! (faid he, as 
* fc foon as he could fhut bis mouth to articulate 
" a word) Why, fureyour ladyfhip can't be fe- 
** rious ! I never heard of fuch a thing in my 
*' life. Two thoufand crowns for a night s 
* c lodging! I have lodged a whole army for lefs 
*' before now. You. furely can't be ferious, in 
*< making fuch a demand ! A prince is not able 
** to purchafe your favours at fuch a price." 

44 Then no prince fhall have them, Sir, (an- 
*< fwered 1, putting on a look of offended dig— 
* c nity) and if you think my demand too high, 
** you are welcome to go where you may* be 
* 4 ferved cheaper. I know where I can have 
■** more from another perfon ; but as you fpoke 
<c firft, I would not treat with any one. elfe 
*' till I had concluded with you." . 

u More than two thoufand crowns ! 

" Death, madam, it is impoffible* Who is able 
4< to offer more thau two thoufand crowns ? " 

" Really Sir, I do not think myfelf 

" obliged to anfwer fuch a queftion. However, 
*' to let you fee that I am above impofing on 
* 4 you, What do you think of the count? " 

" At that word his pride inftantly took fire- 
He had been born a vaiTal of the count's- fami- 
ly, to efface the remembrance of which he now 
took every opportunity of entering into compe- 
tition, and inful ting him with the oftentatious 
difplay of his fuperior v/ealth. This I knew, 
2nd therefore made ufe of his name, thougk 
without any authority, as the fureft method of 

wor&nj; 
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working him up to my defign, being confident 
he would fcorn to be outdone in any thing* 
much more a matter fo eflential to his charac- 
ter, by one whom he both hated and defpifed fo 
highly. 

" The event (hewed I had judged right." 
" The count, madam ! (faid he, with an air ol 
M contempt) Why ! What of him ? Is not my 
" money as good as his ? " 

■ " Yes, Sir, I believe it may; but you 

44 do not fcem fo well inclined to part with it. 
41 1 thought, after what you faid la(£ night, th.it 
" we fhould not have a fecond word ; but I find 
44 people can talk of their ready money, without 
** opening their purfes." 

"Madam! I'd have you to know, madam, 
1 that I fcorn fuch an imputation. It is well 
4< known that I never go back from my won!, 
" madam. When I fay it, I v. ill do it. hut 
u really, don't you think you afk too much ? 
u Is there no prevailing on you to abate ? " 

cc Sir, you faid yefterday, that you. did 

<c not like to make many woids ; no more do I, 

<c Sir. On the ftrength of your offering -ready 

u money I fct the very lowcft terms ; and I 

u wonder how you can think them much to :i 

li woman of my quality. In my country, 1 

"have known an orange-girl get more. 13 ut 

** perhaps you would chufe fuch low-lived crca- 

" tures ; though I own I took you for a perfon 

" of better fpirit, and above defcending to any 

' c< thing unworthy of your rank; and ] am for- 

.**ry to find that I am miftaken.. It io true I 

u had fome hints of the kind given me, and 

.•*. therefore did not give the count a pofitivc de- 

*• flialj fo that I can cafily come to treat with 

;•■■. D 7 " him 
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44 him again. He knows what is due to a lady 
44 of diftin&ion, and will not make words about 
44 fuch a trifle. So, Sir, your humble fer- 
44 vant." 

44 While I was making this notable and deli- 
cate fpeech, which I could fcarce" fupprefs my 
laughter to utter, he flood in the moft whim il- 
eal fituation, as if ballancing the account be- 
tween avarice and vanity. At length the latter 
prevailing, " Hold, madam, (faidhe, catching 
44 me by the fleeve, for fear I fliould leave him) 
4C pray don't be in fuch a-violent hurry. I know 
- 4C how to behave to you as well as the count, 
C4 and better too ; and I'll fee him damn'd bc- 
44 fore he fhall touch the hem of your gar- 
44 ment. I'll make him know that he {hall not 
: 44 pretend to outbid me, for any thing I have a 
44 mind to ! That I will ! And fo, madam, you 
44 (hall have your price, without any draw- 
' c back j and in earneft of the bargain, take this 
44 purfe of an hundred ducats. Only name the 
* 4 time and place ; that's all. That's all 5 I won't 
44 ftand for a receipt." 

"Then, Sir, if you will pleafe to come; % 

44 feeretly, at ten to-morrow riight, to my gar- 
44 den-door, I'll meet you there myfelf, and 
44 conduct you up." 

44 Very well j I'll be fure to come. I am 

44 always punctual to a minute, in thofe affairs ; 
44 but muft I bring the reft of the money with 
44 me, or will you make me your banker, and 
44 draw it out as you want it? 

44 I fhould, Sir, with all my heart ; but 

44 it happens that I have occafion for it to-mor- 
44 row-morning, and therefore muft beg the fa- 
44 vour of you to bring it to me by nine o'clock." 

— "How. 
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— -" How, madam! Nine o'clock in the 
cc morning ! I thought you faid ten at night." 

M Yes y Sir, fo I did, to perforin my part 

44 of the bargain. I only mean that you fnould 
44 bring the money fo early, as I have a preffing 
44 call for it in the fore-noon. I prefume yout 
44 hare no objection to obliging me fo far; and 
44 don't doubt my honour to keep my promife." 

"N N No, madam! I— I— I 

44 can't fay as how I do doubt your ladyfhip's 
4C honour in the leaft, for the matter of that. 
44 But Ml, I — I — I — . Will not the evening 
44 do as well? I fhould be glad to oblige you, 
44 to be Aire ; but advancing money before we 
44 have even had a fample of the goods, is 
44 quite out of the way of bufinefs. It is what 
44 1 never do." 

4C Then, Sir, here is your purfe again ; 

44 and I am forry to have thrown away fo mucri 
* 4 time. I rnuft and will have the money to- 
44 morrow morning. I know the count will 
* 4 make no difficulty. Perfons of quality have 
44 confidence in each other." 

4t Madam, I have as much confidence 

44 as he, or any man ; and as for quality ^ with 
44 the. addition of my wife's arms, I have nine 
44 quarterings more than he. His rank indeed ! 
44 And fo madam, I am ready to oblige your 
44 ladyfhip with all my heart, if it was ten times 
44 more. I only faid it was out of thecourfc of 
44 bufinefs. I drdnotrefufeyou. No! No! I 
44 know better what is due to a pcrfon of rank, 
44 than to refufe fuch a trifle. We always have 
** a regard for one another." 

— 44 Then Sir, I rray depend upon yoir, 
** at nine in the morning, without fail." 
'.-. D4. — "You 
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" You may moft afluredly, madam ; and 

44 fo take the earneft again." 

44 All things being thus fettled,. I permitted 
him the honour of a falute, as earneft of the 
bargain on my fide, and fent him away quite 
happy. 

44 I fuppofe his impatience for the arrival of 
the next morning was not quite fo high as mine, 
violent as his patfion was. However, he was 
pundtual to his time ; and being immediately 
admitted to my drefling-room, as foon as the 
fervants* withdrew, 4C Here, madam, (faid he* 
44 with an emotion that fhewed the, ftruggle in 

his breaft at what he was doing) here is the 

money. You may tell it over. I have only 

deducted the hundred ducats I gave you in 
<c earneft, and the ufual difcount for advancing 
* 4 money before-hand ; only 'five per cent, no 
<c more ; and we never do it for left. Bufinefe 
«' will not "afford it." 

44 Well, Sir, (anfwered I, fully fatisfied that I 
* 4 was fecure of fo much) I do not underftand 
44 thofe matters ; but I leave it entirely to you. 
c4 And to convince you that I am a perfon of 
44 honour, I will be as punctual to my appoint- 
44 ment as you have been to your's. At ten 
* 4 'precifely, you (hall find me at the garden- 
c " door. But, for fear of being obferved, don't 
44 y©u think it would be better if you were to 
44 difguife yourfelf fome-way. A lady's repu- 
44 tation, you know, is a very tender thing ; 
44 neither would it be fo proper, that a perfon 
44 ofyour dignity (hould be discovered. It would 
44 leffen your importance in the eyes of the 
r " public." 

— — 4< Why* madami to be fure, what your 
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* 4 Iadyfliip fays is very right ; and therefore, 
44 though I fltall fcarcc know mvfelf when I lay 
4< by my robes, I will ftrive to do without them 
** for once, and come difguifed in the dr efs of 
44 any private gentleman . I have heard that 
44 the grcateft plcafure of an intrigue is in the 
44 ftratagems and tricks that are praclifed to hide 
44 it. Hah ! hah ! hah ! And fo I wifh your 
44 ladyfliip a good morning. At ten ! Rcmcm~ 
44 ber at ten." 

44 My fcheme having fucceeded thus far, I 
was impatient to communicate their good for- 
tune to thofe who were to reap the benefit of it. 
I therefore wrote to his daughter, to come to 
tne that night about eleven o'clock, and bring 
her lover with her. The great difficulty now 
-was how to open the affair to the wife, in fuch 
a manner, that fhe mould be ready to be pro- 
duced at a proper time, without danger of her 
letting her wrath break out too foon, fo as to 
prevent the accomplifhmcnt of my rfefign* 

" The only way I could think of was, to go 
to the lady from whom I had the ftory of tiie 
family, and who, 1 had reafon to believe, would 
gladly give her affiftance to promote any fcheme 
for punifhing her hufband, and cxpofing him to 
ridicule. At the flrft mention of the affair, (lie 
entered mod heartily into it ; and, to make fure 
' of the lady, went directly and engaged her to 
fpend the evening with her ; not chufing to let 
her know a word of the matter till everything 
mould be ripe for execution, for fear of the vio>- 
lence of her temper. 
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CHAP. X. 

Continued. Lijleners Jeldom like what they hear*. 
The danger of provoking high blood \ with the 
great merit of peace-making in the modern way. 

€c ALL things being thus prepared, the ex- 
JLX pe&ed hour at length arrived when I at- 
tended to admit my gallant, who did not make 
me wait long. On my opening the garden- 
door, I was furprifed to fee the manner in which 
he had difguifed himfelf. He had put on an 
old fuit of cloaths all over dawb'd with lace, 
which had belonged half a century before to a 
relation of his wife's, whom the tradition of her 
family recorded to have been a general officer ; 
and which, fhe preferved wi>h the moft religious 
care, as an indifputable proof of her illuftrious 
«lefcent, fupplying new lace or cloth occafion- 
ally, to repair the depredations of time.' 

" The abfurdtfy of putting on for privacy 
a drefs whofe glaringnefs and Angularity muft 
attract the notice of every one who faw it, and 
would probably draw the mob after his heels,, 
could not have efcaped anyone but himfelf $ 
but his head was too intent upon making a 
figure in the eyes of his miftrefs, to mind any 
thing elfe ; as 1 was far from being difpleafed at 
it, my motive for defiling him to difguife him- 
felf being only to expofe him to ftronger ridij- 
cule on detection, which I did not defign he: 
fhould efcape.. 
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u As foon he entered the garden, his firft 
care was to make me obfervc the brilliancy of 
his appearance, by telling me that according to 
my defire he had come in difguife, but could 
not poffibly debafe himfelf^ or diflionour me fo 
much as to put on any drcfS unworthy of his- 
sank, or improper to appear in before me. I 
thanked him for my fhare of his compliment;, 
and being apprehcnfive that he might be for 
taking fome liberties which I did not like, if I 
made any delay there,, led him dire&ly up to my 
own chamber, where I left him in the dark, 
telling him I would return as foon as I faw my 
flbrvants properly difpofed of*. 

44 1 then went down into the parlour, where 
my confederate had juft brought his wife, big 
with expectation of hearing fomething from me* 
that nearly concerned her honour. P ew words 
were requifite to introduce a fubjecl: which all. 
were equally impatient for. I directly unfolded 
to her the injuftice defigncd to her bed ; (the 
affair of the money I thought proper not to* 
mention for obvious reafons) and telling her, 
that having in vain tried every argument to get 
rid of his importunity,, and convince him of the 
flagrancy of fuch a crime againit a lady of her' 
rank, I had at length pretended to»comply with 
his defires, on purpofe to give him up to her 
admonitions and authority, which I hoped might 
be more effectual'- to reclaim him ; and there- 
fore made an appointment with him, as if to 
gratify his- vile defires, in confequence of which' 
be was that very moment in my chamber, whi- 
ther (he was at liberty to go to him. 

* 4 It is impofliblc to defcribe the cffccT: this' 

ftpry had on her. She flood for fome moments- 

D 6, con- 
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convulfed with rage. At length recovering her- 
jfelf a little, {he was for going directly and tramp- 
ling the wretch under her feet ; but her friend 
interpofed, and infinuating, as we had concert- 
ed, that though what I faid might poffibly be 
very true, it would yet be a fatisfaction to the 
lady to be a witnefs to it herfelf j wherefore fhe 
thought it would be the beft way, if I pleafed, 
for me to return to him, and enter into fome 
fuch diffuaftve difcourfe as I had before ufed, 
his anfwers to which would confirm what I had 
iaid, and be a teftimony againft him, that he 
could not attempt to deny or evade. To this I 
replied with an offended air, that I was not ac- 
cuftomed to have what I faid doubted ; howe- 
ver, on fuch an occafion as this I fhould wave 
all punctilio, to give fatisfa&ion to one for 
whom I had fo high a refpeft as her ladyfhip ; 
and therefore was ready to do that, or any thing 
clfe fhe fhould defire. 

" Flattered by this compliment, fhe nodded 
majeftically, and fupprefling her wrath ^as well 
as fhe could, let me know, that fhe would at- 
tend me to the difgraceful (bene. 

" My gallant was by this time beginning to 
"be impatient. On my opening the door (which 
1 left open for his wife, though I fhot the lock 
to impofe upon him) he advanced to me, and 
taking me by the hand afked why 1 had not 
brought a light? Xi Deeds of darknefs (faid I, 
**• with a loud iigh) fhould avoid the light. I 
<c do not believe I fhall, ever bear to fee the 
** light again after confenting to give you this 
4t meeting. But I hope you will refleel on the 
" blacknefs of fuch a crime as this you have 
* c been fo long folliciting me, to, and defift be- 
. " fore it is too Jate." — > v \tej- 
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" 44 Hey-day ! What can be the meaning 
44 of all this? What fooTs-play can you be at 
44 now? Come! Come! For fhame, {land to 
44 your word. I cannot ftay long with you to- 
44 night. I muft be at home before my Jeza* 
" bet of a wife, to pull off thefe cloaths. If 
44 {he fhould fee them upon me, I fhould never 
44 hear the laft of it. I cannot ftay above an 
46 hour; .and fo make hafte." 

— — " I am amazed, Sir, that you can fpealc 
44 of a lady of your wife's rank in fo difrefpedfc- 
44 ful a manner ! It gives me a very bad opinion 
44 of you. She merits better treatment ; and 
* 44 after the honour {he has done you in conde* 
44 fcending to be your wife, it is the higheft in- 
44 juftke and ingratitude in you to wrong her 
44 bed with any body elfe." 

" Blood, madam, you are enough to 

44 make a man mad, to ftand trifling fo at fuch " 
44 a time as this ! As to what you fay about 
44 my wife's bed, it is all nonfenfe. No man 
44 can bear to bed with fuch an ugly, filthy 
44 brute ; and for the honour {he did me, I am 
44 fure I have paid dearly for it. I haye raifed 
44 hor great family from beggary. They had 
64 hot a rag to cover their illuftrious nakednefs, 
♦* till I took companion" 

44 At thefe words, in burft his wife like a 
tygrefe robbed of her whelps. " Villain ! flave ! 
44 bafe mechanic! f exclaimed {he) You take 
44 companion on my family! You raife them 
** from beggary ! But I'll not ftopp to talk to 
44 you. I'll have fatisfa&ion ! I will ! The 
•* Wood of your bafe heart {hall wafti away the 
'** affront. I'll fummon all my relations to- 
'^morrow-morning^ and lay your N\\\iwj \*fc- 
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M fore them. They'll vindicate the honour of 
<c our houfe ; they'll do juftice to themfelves? 
44 and me, in a manner that fhall ftrike terror 
Ci into all fuch ungrateful wretches." 

<c While fhe poured out thefe threats, (he* 
was fearchine for him all round the room; bur 
he fortunately efcaped her by creeping under 
the bed, the moment he heard her voice, where* 
he lay in a fituation that may eafilybe conceived. 
Not being able to find him, fhe roared out for 
lights ; faiut I thought it would be too fevere to* 
give him up, till her anger fhoukl be fomewhar 
cooled, and therefore countermanded them; 
and as fhe had by this time raved herfelf out of 
breath, I took her by the hand, and leading* 
her to a chair, " Pray, madam, (faid I,* in a- 
u foothing accent) fit down for a moment and* 
<c ftrive to compDfe yourfelf. I own, the pro- 
. " vocation you have received is very great, tor 
" have vour bed flighted, and your perfon fpoke* 
" fo irijurioufly of." — 

" Mention not that ! (anfwered fhe) rr.en- 
" tion not that ! I defpife him too much to re- 
* gard any thing he can fay of myielf. But' 
•' my family ! The villain, to traduce my fa- 
" mily, and talk of their being under obliga- 
" tion to him ! They who differed him to come* 
" into their pedigree, and quarter their arms .' 
".I will have revenge. I will- have his heart's* 
" blood." 

" The refentment you fhew,. madam, (in- 
" terpofed the other lady) is» worthy of you, 
" and proves the nobility of y.our blood. No^ 
"perfon of family can bear fuch abufe. But 
" ftill, madam,, confider who it is that has of- 
" fered it. A creature that is not worthy, of* 

" the . 
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<c the refentment of your relations, and has not 
cc the fpirit to meet them to be killed fairljr, 
€C and as a man of honour mould kill him ; and 
" you would not have them turn affaflins and 
<c murder him, and fo let all his fortune go to 
<c his daughter, as you could not inherit it after 
c< fuch an a&ion. For all thefe reafons I wouM 
€< recommend it to you to make up this ugly 
<c affair. What has paffed is known only to 
" ourfelves, and need go no farther. Where- 
c< fore 9 if he will afk your pardon for what he 
" intended to do, and actually faid to this lar 
c< dy, and will make over half his fortune to 
c< you, to fettle upon your own family, in cafe 
" you fhouldhave no children yourfelf, I think 
* c your ladyfliip had better forgive him/' 

" The other heard her out with great par 
tience ; and then paufing for fome time, as if to 
weigh matters, " Well, madam, (faid fhe, fighr 
4< ing) fince you advife it, I fubmit. For this 
c< offence I will accept of the fatisfa&ion you 
<c propofe ; but let him take care how he repeats 
« it." 

" Matters being thus happily adjufted, I cal- 
led for lights, and defired. my gallant to make- 
his appearance, who having overheard all that 
paffed, ventured to creep out of his hole, tho? 
without daring to fpeak a word. 



CHAR 



i*. 



«4 THE REVERIE. 
CHAP. XL 

Concluded. A relapfe is often worfe than the fir/I 
diforder. By the help of good friends, the grey 
mare proves the better horfe. The whole conclu- 
ded withfome inter ejling reflections, which prove 
that people Jhould loot before they leap. 

f< / T" S HE candles difcovered a groupe of fi- 
A gures not eafy to'be defcribedr My un- 
fortunate gallant, all pale and trembling, his 
bufhy wig turned -awry, and the powder of it 
fpread over his cloaths, which were all tum- 
bled and dropping wet from fomething he had 
fpilled in his creeping under the bed, fixed his 
haggard eyes upon his tender mate, who no 
fooner perceived the fplendid relicks of her 
kinfman's rank abufed in fuch a manner, than 
forgetting her pacific refolution,-fhe relapfed in- 
to all her former fury. 

" Audacious villain (exclaimed (he, her eyes " 
glaring with rage, and her whole face diftorted 
with every diabolical pafiion) " to profane that 
" iacred teftimony of the honour of mv family 
" on fuch a wicked, bafe occafion ! Were you 
" not afraid that the offended fpirit of it's illu- 
" ftrious owner would come and tear it from* 
" your vicious carcafe ? But he has left the tafk 
"tome." 

" Saying this, fhe flew at the trembling 
wretch with an impetuofity not to be prevented, 
and, driving her fangs into his cheeks, in an hi- 
ftant bathed his face in blood. Cowards when . 

arouzedt 
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arouzed are always moft defperatc. Though 
nothing could have made him face her fury de- 
liberately, the moment he felt her claws in his^ 
flefh he forgot his fears, and giving an hideous 
roar, returned her affault with equal violence, 
fattening one hand in her hair, and ftriking her 
on the face and bread with all his might with the 
other. 

cc The combat now was really terrible, and 
the victory for ibme time doubtful. But at 
length with our affiftancc, who, when we 
thought flic had fuftered enough, under the ap- 
pearance of parting them, overpowered him, 
the amazon got the better, and kneeling on his 
bteafr. as he lay on the ground, vented her rage 
upon him while fhe was able to ftrike a blow. 
When (he could beat him no more, we made 
a fhift: to feparate and raife them from the 
ground, and having with fome difficulty rettor- 
ed them both to their fenfes, refumed our me- 
diation, in which we were fo fuccefsful, both 
parties being fufficiently fick of the quarrel, 
that a reconciliation was agreed to, which we 
took care mould be on the moft mortifying 
terms to the old letcher. 

" During all thefe tranfa&ions, my poor 
gallant ufed frequently to look at me fo fignifi- 
cantly, that I was afraid his wife would have 
obferved it, and extorted an explanation. But 
it efcaped her notice, and he thought proper 
not to mention any thing of the matter ; whe- 
ther that he judged fuch an inftance of extra- 
vagance would only provoke her more ; for, 
. fevtih as fhe was of his money upon her rela- 
. tlons, (he grudged him every penny he (pent ; 
W concluded from my conduit, that I fhould 

deny 
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deny the charge, which in that cafe would only 
aggravate his fhame, as he had no proof of it. 

44 To confirm him in this opinion, which I 
gucffed to be the caufe of his filence when his 
lady and he were firft ready to dep rt, I mu- 
ttered up all the affu ranee I could ; and add ref- 
iing myfelf to her; " I hope, madam (faid 1} 
44 that if this odd affair mould ever happen to» 
44 be known, you will bear witnefs to the pu- 
4W rity and virtue of my conduct : And you, Sir y 
44 I muft caution againft taking any liberties- 
44 with my character, with a view of extenuat- 
44 ing your own crime, or laying any thing tc» 
44 my charge which you cannot plainly prove x 
44 as you regard your life ; which, you are fen - 
44 lible, would be made anfwerable for any in- 
44 fult offered to me." 

44 To this fpeech fhe replied in the affirma- 
tive, while her hulband returned only one of hi* 
expreffive looks, and then they lovingly de- 
parted together, 

44 When my confederate and I had indulged 
our mirth for fome time, we went to my gal- 
lant's daughter, who, with her lover, was juft 
then come. On my entering the room where 
they were, the ftrongelt anxiety appeared in 
both their faces, though modefty prevented their , 
giving it utterance. Not to keep them in pain, 
44 You told meyefterday, madam, (faid I, tak- 
44 ing her by the hand) that a thoufand crowns 
44 would give you a profpeft of happinefs, with 
44 this deferving gentleman. I now have the 
44 pleafure to inform you, that I have applied 
44 to your father, with whom I have pleaded 
44 fo fuccefsfully, that I have got you two 
44 thoufend from him, which I have ready to 

"'give 



THE REVERIE. 67 

** give you, and hope heaven will blefs it in your 
" hands." 

46 What this happy pair felt on this occaficn, 
may be eafier conceived than defcribed. They 
fell together on their knees before I could pofli- 
bly prevent them, and kifling my hands, bathed 
them with tears of extafy. My heart melted in 
fympathy with them. I raifed them from the 
ground, and embracing them both, led them, 
unable to fpeak, into the next room, where I 
put the money into the lady's hands, who di- 
re£lly gave it to him. We then &t down to 
(upper, during which, to relieve their fpirits 
that were finking under the preflurc of joy and 
gratitude, I gave a loofe to the pleafure my 
heart was overflowing with, and entertained 
them in the moft obliging and familiar manner; 
and when the fervants retired gratified their cu- 
riofity, which I faw raifed to a torture, with an 
account of the whole affair, but in the light 
moft favourable to my old gallant, to avoid giv- 
ing his daughter pain, who, notwithftanding his 
unnatural treatment of her, never mentioned 
him but in terms of duty and refpect. 

€€ Though the burgner and his lady had 
promifed, as really they ought for their own 
fakes, to keep this curious affair fecret, it foon 
took wind. The lady, wbofe natural fweetnefe 
of temper was not much encreafed by this af- 
fair, never faw the livid marks of her hu(band*s 
prowefs upon her face, or thought of tlie pn>- 
• fanation of her kinfman's cloaths, that fhe did 
■ not read him a comfortable le&ure on his bafe- 
iick and debauchery before all companies ; by 
which means all fhe knew of the matter be- 
public. But this was not all. My gal- 
lant 
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lant had boafted among his intimates of his fup-- 
planting the count in my favour $ and when he 
was fo far recovered from the effects of his 
wife's refentmeht as to be able to (hew his face* 
fcrupled not to fay that he had carried his fuc- 
cefs to the height of his wifhes, though he ne- 
ver took courage to renew his applications to 
me, nor even, which I wondered at, to demand 
reftkution of his money. 

" This laid me under a neceffity of telling 
the whole affair, in my own vindication, both 
his giving me the money and the ufe I had made 
of it, which gave the ftory another turn ; thofe 
who were moft unfavourable in their opinions 
of me before now changing their note, and ex- 
tolling myjuftice and gencrofity to the fkies. 
Nor was this the only advantage I received 
from it. The reft of my admirers, terrified by 
the burgher's fate, thought proper to draw off 
in time, and give up a purfuit that might be at- 
tended with danger ; fo that I was delivered 
jfrom the perfecution of their impertinence. 

" By this time the campaign was ended, and 
my friend returned to me, who enjoyed the 
whole ftory with the higheft pleafure; but as 
my gallant might fome- way have it in his power 
to make my abode in that place difagreeable, 
for he was more vexed at the ufe I had applied 
his money to, than at his own lofing it, before 
he took the field next feafon, he removed me 
hither where I have lived ever fince, if 
not in the credit I could wifli, yet without any 
new reproach, and where I want nothing fo 
much as the approbation of my own mind to 
make me happy, 

" You 
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w You may probably wonder why I do not 
feek this happinefs, by breaking oft' my prefent 
connection with my friend, and returning to 
my family ! But, alas, the things which we 
ought to do are not always in our power. I 
fee- what is beft, but I follow that which is 
worft. My heart is now fo wedded to him, 
( if I may ufe the expreffion ) that death only 
can part me from him ; and though the plea- 
sure I enjoy in his company is never without 
allay, even for the poor pittance of his time 
which it is in his power to fpend with me, from 
the reflection of its being criminal both in the 
commencement and continuation of it, I have 
not refolution, I cannot even fay I have a wifh 
to be feparated from him. 

" Betide, whonvfhould I return to ? What 
happinefs could I expect at home ? My family 
indeed have let me know that they would re- 
ceive me ; but how ? Not to their efteem ! 
That is impofEble. As a reprobate whom they 
have admitted out of charity, to give her an op- 
portunity of repentance, and fave her from ruin 
in another life as well as this ; as a reproach to 
them, which they would keep among them- 
felves to hide it from the world. Every look 
would upbraid me, every word infult my folly. 
At lead confeioufnefs would take it in that 
icnfc, which were equally intolerable. 

C4 1 have thus, my dear friend, given you a 
view of my unhappy life, both to entertain you 
and eafe my own heart, by pouring out its griefs 
into your bofom. If you think mc worthy of 
the like confidence, *or that my advice can be 
of any advantage to vou, I fhall give it with as 
aniich tincerity as I fhall receive yours with gra- 
- . , titude 
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titude upon all occafions ; and I promife you 

*he moft inviolable fecrefy." 
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One Jiory generally introduces another. The true 
objecl of female attention to dreji. Common con- 
fequences of fajhionable intimacy, and female 
friendjhip, with the fecret of making a right ufe 
■of a Jhoeing-born* 

THE other lady, who had liftened to her 
friend's ftory with the ftrongeft attention^ 
was fome time before me made any anfwer. 
At length, with a down-caft look and heavy 
figh, " I mould make a bad return, dear ma- 
dam, ( faid (he ) for the good opinion you 
have fhewn of me, could I harbour any doubt 
of you, or refufe to comply with any thing 
you defire. My unhappy ftory has few cir- 
cumftances ; and O that the fequel of it may 
have fewer yet ! Thofe in which it differs 
from your's are all to my difadvantage. The 
principles of virtue were inculcated in my 
opening mind with the tendered care, and 
enforced to my imitation by the moft lively 
example. I parted the moft dangerous feafon 
of life, when ripening youth too often makes 
paffion an over-match for reafon, without re- 
proach ; and at laft ran head-long into ruin, 
with my eyes open. 

" You muft wonder at a conduct fo contrary 
to every motive that fhould influence a creature 

3 cn * 
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endowed with the fainteft glimmering of rea- 
fon. But the caufc of it may eaiily be traced. 
Public fame had flattered me into an opinion of 
my own beauty, and many examples juftified 
my ambition of rifing to the moft exalted for- 
tune on the merit of that alone. Yielding there- 
fore to the impulfe of vanity, I thought of no- 
thing but improving that advantage j and, un- 
der the appearance of ftudying my own plea- 
fure,laid fnares, with the moft anxious and mer- 
cenary afiiduity, for every man whom 1 thought 
proper for my purpofe : the wretched toil to 
which the greateft part of our fex devote the 
prime of life. 

" I proceeded for fome time on this plan, 
when the gentleman with whom I am at pre- 
fent connected took it into his head to fingle 
me out for the object of his gallantry. Though 
his being a married man cut off all hopes of 
fuccefs in my favourite fcheme, there was fome- 
thing fo flattering to my vanity in being ad- 
mired by a perfon of his rank, that I could not 
refill the pleafure of it, efpecially as I meant 
nothing criminal, and this kind of gallantry 
had the fanftion of falhion. 

" As the general intcrcourfe kept up among 
people of diftinc~Hon had been improved into 
fome degree of intimacy between this gentle- 
man's wife and me, the afiiduity with which he 
paid attention to me upon all occafions for 
ibme time pafled for the effecl: of familiarity and 
friendfliip. But whether fhe fufpe&ed the 
truth, and therefore thought proper to fhew a 
cooluefs to me, or that confeioufnefs of de- 
fcrving it made me think fo, I at length began 
to fancy that fhe flighted me ; and being con- 
firmed 
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firmed in that opinion, by finding myfelf omiN 
ted in a general invitation of her acquaintan- 
ces, I conceived the moft violent refentment 
againft her; to wreak which in the fevereft 
manner I affefted to liften to her hufband's ad- 
drefles with pleafure, and gave reafon for fuf- 
picions which were foreign to my heart, though 
at the fame time I was not infenfible that by 
fuch a conduct I ran the hazard of defeating 
my original defign ; but this I vainly thought 
I could remedy when I pleafed, by breaking off 
all connection with him as foon as I had gra- 
tified my pique againft her. 

" There is nothing more dangerous than 
liftening to the allurements ®f vice, though with 
the moft innocent intention. It is like playing 
♦>n the brink of a precepice. By making the 
idea familiar, it takes off its terrors, and brings 
on a falfe fecurity that generally betrays into a 
fall. 

" I expected that my admirer's wife would 
fbon perceive this change in my conduct, and 
by breaking with me entirely give me an opportu- 
nity of triumphing over her in the moft mortify- 
ing manner, by fhewing the moft fovereign con- 
tempt for what made her fo unhappy. But 
inftead of this (he continued to treat me with 
the fame if not greater intimacy than ever, and 
convinced me that the offence I had taken had 
been all groundlefs. 

" Whether (he did this to retort my 
fchemes, and make me look defpicable even in 
my own eyes, or in hopes of (naming me into 
a proper fenfe of my behaviour by the contraft 
between it and hers, I cannot fay ; but this I 
know that it had the former effeft moft fully, 
3 and 
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and would certainly have fuccecded in the lat- 
ter alfo, had it not been for one of thofc acci- 
dents which, as you juftly obferved, fhew the 
infignificancy of human wifdom, and rule our 
lives. 

" A gentleman of diftingurfhed rank and for- 
tune, but who was far advanced in years, and 
in every refpeft an objecT: of averfion and con- 
tempt, unhappily took a liking to me. The 
advantages of fuch a match dazzled the eyes of 
all my friends, who exerted their utmoft influ- 
tnce to induce me to confent to it. But tho' it 
was the very objecT: I had all along had in view, 
and exceeded the moft fanguine hope my vani- 
ty had ever formed, when it came to the teft, 
my heart rebelled, and I could not bring my- 
ielf to barter happinefs for grandeur. 

" Though I gave this anfvver in the moft 
determined manner, and fupported it with rea- 
fons impoffible to be refuted, my lover would 
notdefift. On the contrary, he feemed deter-* 
mined to weary me out by his importunity, and, 
to fecond it, engaged the authority of my fami- 
ly, on the ftrength of which he always urged 
his odious fuit with the moft infuhing confi- 
dence. 

" The contraft between this conducl, and 
the refpeclful insinuating addrefs of my former 
admirer was too ftriking. I began to hearken 
to him with more pleafure than ever ; and, from 
a confirmed perfuafion that I could not be hap- 

£7 with the other, raflily concluded that I muft 
e fo with him, as if the alternative was una- 
voidable. 

■ " As my ancient fuitor had fek-zd his bar- 
gain with my friends, he looked upon me as 
•? Vol, II. E fecurc, 
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iecure,* and therefore made no fecrct of the af- 
fair. The moment it came to my lover's ears, 
iie expoftulated with me upon it in the moft 
pailionate and tender terms ; and though I had 
yet formed no refolutions which made it necef- 
■iary for me to account for my conduct to him, 
I held the other in fuch avcrfion, that in the 
weakncfs of my heart I could not conceal it ; 
nor my unhappinefs and apprehenfions from the 
authority and importunities of my friends. 

" He was too well verfed in the fcience of 
intrigue not to take immediate advantage of 
this. . He condoled with me on the cruelty of 
iuch a perfecution, enumerated the many in- 
1 ranees in which it had been unhappily fuccefs- 
ful ; and heightened my diflike of the other into 
abhorrence, by fcveral anecdotes of his charadter 
which I was before a ftranger to. Nor did he 
itop here. As he was intimate with his rival, 
he inftantly exerted all his art to urge him to 
prefs his fuit with me more earneftly, imputing 
my refufal to coynefs which wanted only to be 
woed, and turning his bafhfulnefs, as he cal- 
led it, into ridicule. 

" While he ftimulated him in this manner, 
he made me believe that he ufed every argu- 
ment which generofity and honour could fug- 
geft, to diffuade him from a purfuit that he 
iaw was fo difagreeable, but all in vain; the 
*>thcr declaring, that, if I perfifted much longer, 
he would have recourfe to the authority of my 
friends, which they bad promifed to exert at a 
proper time, when refiftance fhould be out of 
*ny power. This fcheme was too fuccefsful. 
JJrged on by him, my fuitor prefled his addref- 
fei with redoubled warmth, and enforced them 

with 
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with new offers, which engaged my friends ftill 
m re far.gi'inely in his behalf; and by that 
Weans confirmed all my lover had faid to me, 
who aggravated my apprehenfions of compul- 
fion tofuch a height, fixing the very hour when 
I was to be facrificed to a particular day on 
which I had been obliged to accept of an invi- 
tation to his country- feat, in company wi:h 
fome of my neareft relations, that in the ma J- 
nefs of affright I liftened to, the propof.il.* he 
made me, and confented to come away witii 
him, perfuaded that, however blamcable fuch a 
ftcp might be in other cafes, felf-prcfcrvation 
juftified it in me; fo that I really ran away 
from my fuitor, rather than with my lover. 

" The myftcry of this management I was 
not long unacquainted with. He was fo proud 
©f the addrefs he had fhewn in it, that the mo- 
ment he had me in his power, he could not 
avoid boifting of it in the vanity of his heart. 
This was the firft thing that av. okc me to re- 
flection, though I have fines had abundant rea- 
fons belide. The mortification of finding my- 
felf duped in fuch a manner, by one whole un- 
der/landing I hdd ever held in too low efteer.i, 
to have any npprehen lions of the kind, with 
theridiculoufly vexatious circumiranccs which 
attended my elopement, had fuch an cifrci up- 
on me, that I wrote to my friends in the an- 
guifli of my foul, to beg I might be permitted 
to return, and throw myfelf abfoluicly upon 
th:ir mercy in every rcfpecT: but that of beini; 

* facrificed to that odious old creature ; but a 
ftlfc pride preven:ed their complying with mf 
reenjeft. They concluded, though moft in- 

• jurioufly, that my ruin was compleated, and 
E 2 rejected 
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rejected me with difdain, as a reproach to 
£hem. 

" I then had no choice left, and was obliged 
to perfift from neceffity in the crime of folly, 
,as, I am perfuaded, is the cafe of many of thofe 
•who appear moft culpable. "VVhat will be the 
confequence I dare not even divine. This I 
am determined on : I will not be the fport of 
his caprice, carried about like an unneceflary 
part of his baggaae, only for (hew, to gratify 
his vanity at the expence of my fliame. He 
ihall either quit his military life at the end of 
this campaign, and retire, according to his re- 
peated promifes and oaths, to fome place where 
we fnall not be known ; or I will quit him, 
and return home at every event. I am entitled 
to a fortune that will a:Tord me a morfel of 
bread in fome country- village, where I may 
have leifure enough to repent of my folly; and 
.even that is better than the life I lead now.'* 



CHAP. XIII, 

JMcre military matters. Politics on one fide of the 
auejlion* 

JUST as the lady had concluded her ftory, 
my fellow-traveller continued his journey, 
I therefore left the fair friends together, to com- 
pare the errors of their paft conduit, and con- 
firm each other in their refolutions of amend- 
ment, 

Th« 
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The futtler, having taken the circuit he in- 
tended, arrived at the camp to which he was 
going without any accident, and delivered his 
packet into the general's own hand, who run- 
ning his eye over the contents, " This will do ! 
w (faid he; This will do! I have long waited 
" for an opportunity to give them a deciiivr 
" ftrokc, and now I have got it ; thanks to my 
" faithful and vigilant agents ! Sure no other 
14 people ever were fo infatuated as to harbour 
w the iubje&s of their enemies thus in their very 
u bofom, in a time of open w,ir ! They do not 
" preconcert a motion that I have not notice 
" of. Indeed if it were not for the intelligence 
€< which I receive in this manner, I {hould of- 
41 ten be at a lofs." 

The purport of the intelligence which he 
had received was, that the advert army would 
°e fo confiderably weakened, as the next day, 
ty feveral detachments, thr.t a general attack 
m ightbe made almoft with a certainty of fuc- 
**&• Such an opportunity was not to be mif- 
*W- He inftantly fet about making all the ne- 
ttflary preparations, and lent orders to an- 
other general, who commanded a feparate body 
°f forces, but fubordinate to him, to fecond h:9 
* c %n, by a vigorous attack at the fame time 
0,1 the fide next him. The difpofitions he made 
w °re the moft promifing afpedr. ; but, accoiding- 
J° the ufual uncertainty of military operations, 
"to whole fchememifcarrud. He met with fo 
Wa rm a reception from the enemy, who had an 
opportunity of oppofmg their whole force to 
"| II > > the other general not attacking at the 
^He time, that he was forced to retreat with 1 
Pfccipitation and confiderable lofs, and "leave • 
E 3 th* 



78 THE REVERIE. 

the other, who was juft then coming up, ex* 
poled to the vi&orious army, which might have 
given him a total defeat, had not that been con- 
trary to the general's fcheme of protracting the 
war; who therefore, content with repulfing 
one part of the enemy's forces, permitted the 
other to retreat without a ftroke. 

This difappointment inflamed the difcord 
which already fubfifted between the two gene- 
rals ; the chief alledging, that he fhould have 
fuccecded in his attempt, had his orders been 
properly obeyed by the other, who retorted the 
accufation, and faid he was abandoned en pur- 
pofe that he might be cut off, which muft have 
been the confequence had not the enemy mif- 
taken a retreat, for which he faw no neceffity, 
for a ftratagemto draw him in between the two 
corps, each of which was almoft equal to his 
whole army. 

The confequence of this difagreement is ob- 
vious. Each general had his own creatures 
among the officers, who, openly efpoufing the 
cauic of their patrons, began a kind of civil 
war among themfelves, which threatened the 
moft dangerous effects, had ths enemy been in- 
tent upon taking (he advantage of them. 

On my proceeding to take a view of this ar- 
my, I was fcnlibly ftruck at the difference be- 
tween it and that which I had feen before. In 
the other, though a variety of interefts pre- 
vented i he various corps of which it was com- 
pofed from holding that friendly intercourfe 
with each other, that ought to fubfift be- 
tween men engaged in the fame caufe, yet 
flill that jealoufy went no farther than an un- 
fociablc diftance, and never interfered with 

duty. 
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duty. The men bcfidc were well provided 
with the neceflary appointments of every kind, 
which preferred them in that health and vhror 
indifpcnfably effential to fuccefs. 

But here every thing wore a different afpe£L 
Though all the fubjccVis of the fame foverei^n, 
and therefore united in every view of intercfr, 
the officers, as I have obiervtd, were divided 
into faclions, and embroiled in conftant quar- 
rels; and the private men fickly, half-ftarved, 
and half-naked ; yet, under all thefc chili-ac- 
tions and diftrefles, the levity cf temper which 
charaSerifes their nation diiphyed i:il*!f in its 
greateft force ; the officers forgetting their ani- 
mofity the moment they had put up their i words, 
and chatting together on matters of mirth and 
amufenient with all the familiarity of friends, 
till fome accident revived thdr difputes ; and the 
men dancing to divert hunger, and keep them 
warm, and all venting their refentment againit 
the authors of their feveral grievances in a fcur- 
rilous fong or lampoon. 

While I was making thefc obfervations the 
light after this mifcarriage, my attention was 
wick by a converfation which paffed between 
two officers on guard, who, having drawn olF 
to fome diiiance from their men, thought them- 
felves in no danger of being over-heard, and 
therefore opened their hearts without rcferve. 

" I think, (faid one* of them, whofe accent 
" fhewed him to be a foreigner) that confider- 
^ ing all things, we got very well over this 
" affair. Had the enemy pur'ued his advan- 
u tagc, I do not know what might have been- 
M the confequence." 

" That is very true, ( anfwered the other ) 
E 4 "it 
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it mi^ht have been fomewhat difagreeable* 
but this will always be the cafe where court- 
favour is put in competition with merit, and 
rivals joined in command whofe emulation 
is to fupplant each other, though at the ruin 
of the public caufe ; and this is the very 
thing that has drawn this war out to fuch a 
tedious length. The general who began it 
glorioufly was immediately removed, to make 
way for one whofe folc aim was to make a 
fortune by every iniquitous and inhuman me- 
thod of ruining the unhappy countries which 
were the feat of the war, and defrauding the 
very army he commanded of their neceifary 
appointments. When his avarice was fa- 
tiated, and the public clamour grown too 
loud, he was fucceeded by another favourite,., 
though of an sppofitc party, who was ho- 
neficr, it is true, but had leis military know- 
ledge, which brought a difgrace upon the . 
glory of his country, not paralleled in its 
annals. 

" To retrieve that, neceflity pointed out the 
prefent general, on whofe activity and va- ^ 
lour great expectations were founded. Nor 
did he difappoint them. His entrance on 
the command was fignalized by feveral fuc- 
cefsful and glorious exploits, which were to 
prepare the way for more important events ; 
but before he had time to put his great de- 
ligns in execution, the fame prevailing in- 
fluence which had fo unhappily removed the 
firft general, and taken offence at the pre- 
fent alfo, found means to incumber- him 
with his prefent colleague, and by that means 
{topped his progrefs, as you have feen this 

" day; 
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** day ; and where it yet may end, I tremble to< 
« think." 

4C Faith, (replied the former) this is but an 

*' uncomfortable account, I own ; but I never 

M trouble my head with looking forward. My 

<c bufinefs is to fight when I am in the field, 

" and live as well as I can upon my pay when 

u I am not 5 and I mind nothing elfe. Not but I 

" ihould like to knowfomething of thefc matters 

" too 5 but I can't tell how it is,I have a bad head' 

" for politics myfelf, and I never convcric withs 

** any one who is able and willing to inftru£b: 

" me. If it be not too much trouble, I mould 

w be obliged to you for fome information. It 

u will ferve to pafs away the time, as we havs? 

M nothing to do. Pray what was the caufc ot 

w this war that has coft us fo many fine ar- 

" mies ? And what are we fent here for ? For 

" my part, I cannot comprehend it for my life ! 

" We are marched all this way, I know not 

" for what ; and lofe our lives I know not 

" how, dying like rotten ihecp without any 

" credit to ourfelves,. or advantage to our fove- 

M reign." 



w You afk a qucftion, my friend, (returned 
" the other) not eafy to be anfwered, nor fiife 
" to be difcuflbd, were it pofTible for us to be 
"overheard; but as I think there is no dan- 
" ger in that, I will ftrive to give you the beft 
M account 1 can of the matter. 

ic The Englifh and we, you know, nre ne - 
<€ ceflarily enemies, becauie we ohi ] met each 
il other's views. If it was not for thole hcad- 
u ftrbng Iflandcrs, we (hould long fince have- 
* c Ruled the glory of our fovereign to the hiL.h'-ft 
**" pitch, by the conqueft of all Europe j as, .3tv 
E £ " tha; 
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44 the other hand, they would engrofs the com-' 
<fc merce of the whole world, and of courfe be~ 
44 come maftcrs of all the wealth in it, did we 
44 not crofs their avaricious views by every pof- 
44 fible means. In negotiating, we always have 
4fc the advantage of them; but when we come 
44 to war, I do not know how it is, but they 
44 fometimes are hard enough for us. 

44 As for the prefent war in particular, it 
44 took its rife folely from their prefumption and 
44 injuttice. Under pretence of our having 
44 forcibly pofiefl'cd ourfelves of fome fpots of 
44 land which belonged to them in the bound- 
44 left deferts of America, they fell upon our de- 
44 fencelefs merchants without any previous de- 
44 claration of war, and took numbers of them 
44 in a cowardly pyratical manner. 

44 Provoked at this infolence, our monarch 
44 in his wrath lent one of his armies, and con- 
44 quered an important part of their dominions* 
44 Aftoiiifhed at this ftroke, they flood looking 
44 at each other in the moft defpicable affright^ 
44 while he proceeded glorioufly in his con- 
44 qucfts in every part of the globe. 

44 Their terror was for feme time fo great, 
44 that they called in a parcel of their mercena- 
44 ry allies, to protect them from his vengeance, 
44 which they apprehended would purfue them^ 
44 even in their own country ; not giving them- 
44 felves time to confider, that there was a fen 
44 between them which it was impoffible for his 
4 * troops to pafs. 

44 At length they were rouzed from this 
" ftate of fear and ftupefaclion into a kind of 
44 phrenzy, in which, by fome flxange mifnia- 
44 nagement in our affairs, they not only reco- 
vered : 
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c « vered almoft all the conquefis we had mncK* 
** from them, but alfo puihed their fuccefs 
" to a length which a frenchman can not 
Ci think of without blufhing. 

ct To ballance thefe advantages, and bring 
€c them to a proper way of thinking, we are 
€i fent here, where our alliances and thenurr.- 
cc ber of our forces encouraged us to hope, 
<c that we might make fuch acquiiitions as 011 
u a treaty of peace fhould be deemed equiva- 
lent to theirs, and exchanged for them. Hi- 
** therto matters have not fuccccJcJ quite fo. 
<s well as we expected ; but itill we have gr.iii« 
" ed one great point,' in making them diiiipate 
u that wealth, which is the foundation of their. 
* c power, in a fruitlefs oppoiition to us ; a fol- 
u ly that will ceitainly reduce them to beggar v, 
l< if they perfift in it much longer, which our 
"monarch knows, and for that reafon conti- 
c< nues to carry on the war, even under fuch-. 
" apparent disadvantages. 



CHAP; XIV. 

A nxvfchcme of carrying on a war. An ill-thr.ed 
doubt often iifconcerts a good ft or y. Anecdotes of 
a loyal family. The hiftory of Sir Archibald, 
and Z E L 1 D E prince/} of Ar men ia . 

"T AM very much obliged to you for this 
" X information, (replied the foreigner) I 
u own I have never viewed things in this light 
* before. I have indeed felt fome of the bad. 
J£ 6. " conv 
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46 confequences of our want of fuccefs in tha 
44 ftoppage of my pay ; but I never dreamed of 
44 the advantages which might attend the profe-* 
44 cution of an unfuccefsful war. 

44 But in the mean time, is there no danger 
44 that we may be out in our calculation, and 
. " ruined tirit ? By all appearances, the fi-* 
44 nances of the enemy are in a much more 
44 flourifhing way than ours. They pay every 
44 body punctually, and even enlarge their 
44 expences every day, in pufhing their good 
44 fortune, and fupporting the conquefts they 
44 make." * 

44 And fo much the worfe for them, (re- 
* 4 torted the Frenchman) their punctual pay- 
* 4 ments will foon leave them pennylefs. Our 
44 government ac~led more prudently. By re- 
44 fufing to pay their debts, they kept money in 
44 their hands to carry on their defigns, which 
4 4 the others will foon find themfelves unable 
44 to do. 

44 As to their enlarging their expence in fup- 
44 porting their conquefts, that is the very 
44 thing we defire. We let them conquer on- 
44 ly to draw them into more expence. Yoil 
* 4 cannot think that our mighty monarch would 
** 4 have permitted their infolence to have gone 
44 unpuniflied fo long, if he had not fome great 
<c end in view* No! No! Their conquefts 
44 will be their ruin, take my word for it. As 
44 foon as they have exhaufled themfelves by 
44 conquering, they will be glad to give all up 
44 for a peace. It has ever been fo. It is but 
44 fending an able negotiator to treat with them, 
44 and the work is done ; their heads are too 
44 heavy for politics. No ! No ! their mak- 
4 * ing conquefts fignifies nothing. " As 



* 
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ce As to what you fay of our being ruined 

44 firft, that is all a miftake. Our king can 

44 never be ruined while there is money, or mo-. 

44 ney's worth, in his dominions. It is all his 

44 own. He need not floop to flatter his fub- 

<c je&s to lend ; he has power to take. They, 

44 it is true, may poifibly fuffer for a time ? but 

w what does that fignify where the glory of 

" their fovereign is concerned ? No true 

44 Frenchman ever thinks of that. He leaves 

4C fuch felfifli confiderations to Englifh mer- 

4t chants and mechanics. He is above them.. 

" I fay, for a t'tnie\ becaufe our refources 

4C are all within ourfelves. Let us be never (o 

<c exhaufted by war, a few years of peace never 

M fail to reftore us ; and we have the pleafure 

" to reflect, that the attention paid to our in- 

u terefts then always makes amends for what. 

" we fuftered before ; whereas our enemies 

4< think of no fuch thing. The moment they 

c< get a peace, which their eagernefs for it fel-t 

4< dom lets them have patience to wait for on. 

w good terms, they fall to wrangling among 

<c themfelves, and never trouble their heads 

4< about the good of the public, till they have 

u occafion to call for afCftance again ; fo that 

u their affairs are always better managed %in 

ic war than in peace, even in refpect to the 

u matters moft foreign to war. 

44 The reafen of this is, that, their gover- 
w nors not having any diredl property in the 
w goods of their fubje&s, they think it not 
u worth their while to take any care about 
44 them \ whereas with us, all being in our 
u fovereign's power, he looks upon thtm as 
u his own, and ftudies their improvement ac- 

44 cordingly. 
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" cordingly. Of this there might innumerav 
" ble inftances be given in all the articles of 
44 commerce, the bal lance of which we con- 
44 ftantly continue to bring into our favour, in 
44 peace, by fome means or other, in lefe time 
44 than they wreft it from us in war." 

44 All this may be very true, for ought I 
44 know, (faid the foreigner) but one thing I 
44 am convinced of, which is, that however 
44 conducive this power maybe to the monarch's 
44 glory, it were better for his fubjedb that he 
44 SiouW be without it. I have experienced 
44 both cafes, and therefore am the better able 
44 to judge." , 

44 If fo, (anfwered the Frenchman with fome- 
44 tartnefs) I wonder why your countrymen 
44 chufe to come and fix themfelves among us f 
44 Few people leave a place they like for one 
44 they do not." 

44 Very true, (replied the foreigner gravely): 
44 they feldom do. Put there may be circum- 
44 fiances to influence fuch a choice. I have 
44 heard this glanced at more than once ; and 
44 in fuch a manner, that 1 had difficulty to* 
44 refrain from taking notice of it. I am not 
44 captious in my temper; but ftill I cannot bear 
44 insinuations injurious to my country. For 
" thisreafon, aslefteemyou, and confequent- 
44 ly defire your good opinion, give me leave 
* 4 to relate a few of the particulars of my own 
4C cafe, which, I imagine, will make you view 
" the matter in a different light, from what 
44 you feem to have done hitherto ; and convince 
44 you of the injuftice of fuch reflections for the 
44 future ; nor fhalll trefpafs on your patience 
" Ion?. 

"You. 
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44 You are not a ftrangcr to the revolutions 
,4 which have happened in the Britifh govern- 
<c ment. I will not enter into a difcufiion of 
44 the power which the people of England have: 
44 on many occafions exerciied over their fove- 
44 reigns. That part of the Britifh dominions* 
44 in which I was born has ever been remark- 
44 able for the contrary principles ; our un- 
44 fhaken loyalty having always been proof to 
44 temptation, and even to tyranny. 

44 In this antient monarchy my anceftors en- 
44 joyed diftinguifhed honours, before the fa- 
44 milies of many of the prefent fovcreigns of 
44 Europe had emerged from barbarifm and ob- 
44 fcurity. Our poileflions were extenfive ; and 
44 if nature had denied the enervating delicacie3 
44 of luxury, Heaven made ample amends by 
44 the number and virtue of our vaflals, whofe 
44 valour, guided by the loyalty of their lords, 
44 often fupportcd. their lovereign's throne in 
44 the dire conflicts of ambition, the ftruggles 
44 which the untamed fons of favage liberty 
44 made againft law and rule. 

44 The virtuous attions of our anceftors are 
44 handed down foi imitation ; nor is the facred 
44 record diicontinued, till a feries of unworthy 
44 deeds makes the degenerate pofterity blufn 
** at the upbraiding comparifon. Doubt not 
44 therefore the tale which I am going to re- 
44 late; nor think it to be the fiction of vanity 
44 or imagination. The reverend lire has ft ill 
44 delivered it invariably to his.att ntive fons, 
44 nor has a fyllable been altered in the courfe 
44 of fo many generations. 

44 Our fame was not unknown in foreign 
lands. Wherever the fhrill trumpet called the 

war- 
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riors forth to arms, our banners waved the 
;moft in the field; and trophies, won by 
ts of hardicft prowefs, graced our focial 
Us. 

" We had proceeded in this honourable path 
<r many ages, when holy Lewis, glowing with 
ious zeal, undertook to deliver the facred re- 
tofitories of the blefled faints, the places hal- 
owed by the footfteps of our Lord, from the 
profanation of infidels. Fired at the news of 
fuch a glorious defign, the heir of our illuftri- 
ous houfe led forth the chofen youths of all our 
hills, to fight the battles of the faith. The 
name of their chief prepared a welcome for 
them, and juftified the choice which Lewis made 
of youthful Archibald, to lead the van in. all his 
armies, after he had dub'd him his own knight. 
" The unhappy event of this great defign is 
too well known. I fhall therefore confine my- 
felf to what immediately concerns this my moft 
honoured progenitor. During the ftruggles 
which Lewis made with the malevolence of 
fortune, the actions of fir Archibald made him 
the terror of the hofts of the infidels;, at the 
fame time that his exemplary virtues were a 
reproach to the loofcr manners of his fellow- 
foldiers. In an excuri:on which he made one 
day, in queft of intelligence, fate directed his 
fteps to the banks of a rivulet in the neigh- 
bourhood of the Saracen camp, the beauty of 
which tempted him to trace its courfe along th< 
woody vale. 

" He had not proceeded far, when the foun 
of female voices ftrucic his ear. The fongs wit 
which they filled the winding valley, declared t 1 
innocence and happinefs of their hearts. He J 
3 tej 
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tened for a while ; and then, as he was a truly 
ehafte and courteous knight, was turning about 
to retire, for fear of i'uruding on their privacy, 
when a fhriek of affright told him his afliitance 
was neceflary to them. He hefitated not a mo- 
ment; but, rufhing forward, faw that a troop of 
the marauders who fwarmed around the camp of 
Lewis, and difhonoured the chrift ian name with 
their atrocious crimes, had fiirprifed a band of 
helplefs females, and having difperfed their 
feeble guard of eunuchs, weie carrying them 
forcibly away. He knew their danger in the 
hands of fuch woi ie than brutal ruffians ; and 
Proclaiming his own name in a voice that 
*hoolc the hills, ran forward to their refcue. 

4< Awed at the well-known name, they 
kerned to paufc ; but their leader feeing that iir 
•Archibald was alone and on foot, for when he 
£fft heard the voices he had left his horfe with 
^s men, that he might not diflurb them as he 
fdvanced to liften more diftinclly, waved his 
*?*nd to his afiociates to follow, and clapping 
*PUrs to his horfe's fides was out of fight in a 
foment, but all did not efcape fo eafily j the 
J*^U-aimed javelin of fir Archibald pierced the 
* 1, Mdermoft as he had turned himfelf for flight, 
a **d brought him life-left to the ground. The 
a £fcive knight inftantly feized the ftecd of the 
* a llen caitif, and vaulting nimbly on him rode 
a £ter the lavifhers, whom he foon over- took, 
z*Jc ftrugglcs of the females impeding their 
flight, and thci>- cries directing his purfuit. 
-* he villains at iirft taking him for their com- 
panion avoided hiin not, nor flood on their de- 
*^nce ; but the deaths of the two firft of their 
** timber, who fell within the reach of his 

fword> 
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fwora, convinced them of their error, and that 
it was impofliblc for them to fly from him. 

" Cuftom had inured them to danger, and 
defpair now made them valiant. Their number 
alfo againft his fingle arm gave them a profpeft 
of fuccefs. They let go the women therefore, 
and forming themfelves into a troop bore all 
together upon him. But he difdained to wait 
for their aftault ; and ruftiing furioufly into the 
midft of them, for fome time maintained the 
unequal combat, and ballanced their numbers 
by his valour. Five of their bodies now lay 
breathlefs round him, when his horfe, pierced 
to the heart with a fpear, fell to the ground fo 
fuddenly, that all his agility and ftrength were 
not fufficient to difengage him from him. In 
this fituation he expected nothing lefs than in- 
ftant death, when all at once the aflailants 
turned their backs, and fought their fafety in 
flight. 

" Surprifed at this, fir Archibald looked 
round, and faw his faithful men galloping up 
toward him. They had heard his voice when 
he firft called to the ruffians, and imagining 
that he wanted their affiftance advanced with 
fpeed by the iide of the rivulet, till they found 
the wretch whom he had pierced with his jave- 
lin ; alarmed at the fight of whom they doubled 
their hafte, and happily came up time enough 
to fave their lord. 

" The firft care of fir Archibald was to 
fearch for the women, whom it was difficult to 
find, their frigh: having made them hide them- 
felves the moment they had been let go by 
the ruffians. At length, however, the dili- 
gence of his men difcovered them all but one, 

the. 
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the lofs of whom the reft deplored in the moft 
paffionate terms. Sir Archibald concluding 
that fhe muft have been carried off by fome of 
the ravifhers, while the reft flopped to attack 
him, was at a lofs what to do. It was in vain 
to think of overtaking them without fome guide 
to direct his purfuit, and whom to get he knew 
not. 

* c In this perplexity he bethought himfelf of 
trying whether fome intelligence might not be 
gained among thofe who had fallen by his 
i\vord, if they all were not as yet quite dead. 
He was not difappointed. From one of them 
he learned their place of rendezvous ; and that 
their leader had borne away his prey, as fir 
Arcibald had conjectured. The generous knight 
was alarmed at her danger, and, ordering two 
of his men to conduct the difconfolate damfels 
back to the Saracen camp, fet off himfelf with 
the reft in fearch of her. 

" The place to which he was directed was a 
cave in the darkeft recefs of a wood, at a con- 
fiderable diftance from him. The day was now 
far fpent, and the way fo difficult to be found, 
that it was night before they reached the ca- 
vern. Sir Archibald waited not to demand en- 
trance, but drawing his fword ruflied boldly in. 
Heaven feemed to have delayed him to the mo- 
ment that fhould make his coming moft criti- 
cal. Inflamed with brutal paffion, the mifcre- 
ant, when he could not perfuade the damfel to 
compliance, had refolved to gratify his bafe de- 
fires by force. Her cries reached the ear of fir 
Archibald as he entered the cave, and directed 
him to her refcue ; which he effected juft as 
her ftrength wa,s exhaufted in the ftruggle, and 

fhe 
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ihe lay a defcncelcfs prey to the fpoiler. WKh 
one ftroke he fevered the wretch's head from 
his body ; when, railing the aftonifhed maiden 
from the ground, he ftrove to reftore her fpi* 
rits by the moft tender and encouraging afliir- 
ances of fafety and protection. 

4C At iirft (he threw her eyes wildly round 
the dreary cave, and, filled with the horror of 
the fcenes file had juft gone through, could 
fcarcely believe her fenfes thatflie was delivered. 
At length recovering power to fpeak, " What 
* 4 man, or rather what angel art thou" (faidflie 
in the Saracen tongue, fixing her eyes upon 
him as he ftood without his helmet, which he 
had pulled off when he had firfr. raifed her from 
the ground) " whom Heaven has thus miracu- 
lfc loufly fent to fave me from ruin ? The be- 
£C nefit is fo great, that I had rather think the 
" latter, as the obligation is too much to owe 
" to man." 

" Lady, (anfwered he in the famelanguage > 
<c which he had learned in the war) I am a 
" man ! a linful man, who knows it is his du«- 
" ty to fuccour virtue in diftrcfo." 

" A man ! (replied lhe earneftly) Say then 
€i of what lineage and country art thou come, 
" that I may ftudy the moft acceptable reward. 
" for thy courtefy and v. dour ! " 

" Thou feeft before thee, (returned he) lady,. 
c< a Chriftian knight, whofe faith makes virtue 
4< a duty, and looks not for reward." 

" A Chriftian! Gracious Heaven! (exclaim- 
c< ed the lady, as recovering herfelf after a long 
u paufe) Pardon courteous ftranger the ravines. 
<c of a diftracted brain ! No reward can return 
" the obligation i am under to you, and yet T 

"muft 
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•* muft fue for more ; I muft intreat you to 
"conduct me directly to the Saracen camp, 
" and reftore me to my diftrefied parent, who 
44 now laments the lofs of his only child." 

44 Talk not of rewards, moft beauteous lady, 
€< ( faid the knight, gazing in rapture on her) 
44 the pleafure of doing you a fervicc is it's own 
* 4 reward. AH I require is to know your name; 
46 and O! tell me, I conjure you, (continued 
44 he, falling on his knees before her) if it be 
44 poifible for a foldier of no ignoble birth or 
44 fame, to make the offer of his honcft heart 
** acceptable to you." 

44 Brave knight, (anfwered fhc) an heart 
* 4 like thine is worthy of the moft exalted maid's 
* 4 acceptance ; but there are infupcrable obfla- 
44 cles to thy defire. As for my name, it would 
* 4 avail you naught to know it. Let me adjure 
44 you therefore by that virtue which your foul 
* 4 reveres, to defift from any farther enquiries 
* 4 about me; and conveying me to the camp 
44 of your enemies, there to leave me to my 
« 4 fate." 

44 Thy will, O beauteous arbitrefs of my 
* 4 deft in y, (replied he) is a law to thy devoted 
*« fervant. I obey thee ; but firft permit mc 
** to pour out the fulnefs of my foul." — Then 
taking her fair hand as he kneeled before her, 
and holding it between his, " Accept my ho- 
** mage, fovereign lady of my heart ! (faid he) 
** ana receive ire from this hour for thy true 
** and conftant knight ; and by this facred 
*' pledge I fwear, (touching her hand devout- 
* 4 ly with his lips) no other dame fhail ever 
* 4 raifc a wifh in my breaft contrary to the faith 

** I here plight unto thee.'' 

"And 
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" And in return I promifc thee, moft valiant 
*' and right gentle knight, (faid (he) that the 
" remembrance of thy courtefy (hall never be 
" erazed from my grateful heart; nor any other 
" man fupplant thee in that regard which it is 
" lawful for a virgin to feel for her deliverer/' 

" Comforted by this kind promifc, fir Ar- 
chibald took her by the hand, and, leading her 
to the mouth of the cavern, mounted her be- 
hind him on his able fleed, and bore her with- 
out accident to the Saracen camp. 

" As foon as they came to the moft advanced 
guard (he difmounted, and pulling a coftly 
jewel from her breaft, "Wear this (faid (lie 
<c tenderly) in remembrance of one who will 
t€ never forget her generous deliverer." 

" I accept, deareft lady, (anfwered he bend- 
* c ing his knee to the earth) a gift made pre- 
iC cious by thy hand, and promife to wear it as 
c< a badge of thy authority over my heart ; as 
u thou, if I have found favour in thy fight, 
c * wilt alfo condefcend to take this ring from 
ct thy fervant. My honoured mother beftowed it 
" with her dying benediction, and enjoined me 
" never to give it till I could truly give my heart 
* c along with it." — She kindly took the pledge 
of his love, and put it on her hand diredly ; 
then, biding him adieu, advanced alone to the 
guard, who inftantly conducted her where (he 
commanded them, 

" Sir Archibald ftood for fome time, unable 
to ftir ; his eyes followed her as far as he could 
fee through the (hades of night, and he liftened 
to her (reps till the founds infenfibly died away 
from his ear. Awaking at length as from a trance, 
** Unhappy Archibald (faid he, ftriking his 

" hand 
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cc hand upon his grief-fwollen breaft) to what 
%c misfortunes has thy wayward fate referved . 
u thee ? Never till this day did my heart feel 
" the power of beauty. I laughed at love, and 
* c called his bondage folly j but amply has the 
<c tyrant now avenged his caufc, and pierced 
" me with his (harped, moft invenomed lance. 
** Ye maids of Caledonia, who oft have wept 
*' your flighted charms, and called the heart of 
" Archibald infenfiblc, now triumph in his 
** fall. He loves without a ray of hope to pro- 
** mife h m fuccefs." 

*' Thus did he confume the remaining part of 
the night in fruitlefs lamentation, till his fol- 
lowers at the approach of morning reminded 
him, that it was neceflary for him to return to 
the chriftian camp. 

" From this hour his heart was a ftrangerto 
happinefs. Did he know even who the objedt 
of his wiflies was, he might at leaft have pleafcd 
himfelf with forming imaginary fchemes for ob- 
taining her love; but her command, which he 
moft religioufly obferved, precluded him from 
making any enquiries about her, as his men's ig- 
norance of the Saracen language had alfo pre- 
vented their learning any thing from the dam- 
feis whom they had conducted to the camp. 
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C H A R XV. 

7fe Hjftory of Sir Archibald, ^^Zelide 
princefs d/" Armenia, continued, . 

*< TJUT though his private peace was thus 
JD poifoned, it flackened not his attention 
to the duties of war. On the contrary, the 
troubles of his mind making him weary of life, 
he eagerly fought every occafion of lofing it 
with honour. In the laft unfortunate a&ion 
between Lewis and the Saracens, Sir Archi- 
bald, at the head of his bonny lads, charged the 
infidels with fuch impetuofity, that he broke in- 
to the main body of their army ; and had he 
been followed with equal fpirit by the other 
fquadrons under his command, might poffibly 
have altered the fate of that unhappy day. But 
envy, which always follows fuperior merit, had 
inflamed the hearts of certain French lords, who 
thought thcmfelves eclipfed by his fame, to fuch 
a degree againft him, that when they faw him 
break like a torrent into the battle of the ene- 
my, inftead of following his fteps with emula- 
tive virtue, they bafely drew back, &nd gave 
the infidels an opportunity of furrounding him, 
and his few brave men. 

" Thrice did he penetrate fo far through 
their numbers, as to feize the imperial ftandard ; 
but the multitude, whom dread of fuch a dis- 
grace made throw themfelves defperately be- 
tween him and it, as often bore him back. At 

length 
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kngth, collecting all his force for one laft ef- 
fort, he burft in irrefiftibly among them, and 
feizing it with one hand had raifed the other to 
finite the chief, whofe vigorous gripe with-held 
it from him, when a (tone, hurled by a daftard 
Have who dared not approach within the reach 
of his fword, felled him to the ground. The 
bafe herd inftantly rufhed in, and were ready to 
wreak their cowardly revenge upon his defence- 
Ids body, when the chief, who refpe&ed valour, 
though in an enemy, and judged by the rich- 
Befe.of his armour that he muft be fome perfon 
of note, whofe ranfom would well reward his 
humanity, interpofed ; and, difcovering that he 
ftill breathed, ordered him to be removed to his 
own tent, and there taken proper care of. With 
fir Archibald fell the fpirit of the chriftian ar- 
my, and left ' the infidels an eafy and compleat 
v&ory. 

" He had Hot been long in the tent of the 
*hief, when, by the affiftance of thofe into 
whofe care he had been given, he began to re- 
cover his fenfes. Opening his eyes he looked 
^und in fdent aftonifhment for fome time ; 
tlfcn turning to the attendants who were bulled 
"about him, he afked them courteoufly where he 
^38, and to whom indebted for fuch friendly 
fitment ; but they laid their hands upon their 
Souths, to let him know that they muft not 
fctaverfe with him. This increafed his per- 
plexity. The tent, and the habit of thofe who 
•dminiftered fuch kind affiftance to him, fhew- 
•d him that he was in the hands of the enemy ; 
"W that very affiftance, fo contrary to their 
ufiiaj practice, heightened his aftonifbment ftili 
•tore and more. 
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" The next morning he found himfelf fo well 
recovered, that he defired permiffion to wait upon 
his benefactor to return him thanks, and learn 
what ranfom he demanded, which he doubted 
not but Lewis would readily pay. The chief 
received him courteoufly, and informing him 
of the total defeat of the chriftian army, gave 
him to underftand that his hopes of liberty were 
at an end. 

" The effeft which this account had on him 
was eafily perceived. The manly fortitude that 
fat upon his brow before gave place to liftlefg 
•dejection. " Thy will be done, O God ! " (ex- 
claimed he with a loud figh) then fixed his eyes 
upon the ground. 

" The chief, who imagined that his grief 
arofe from the thought of his captivity, encou- 
raged him with aflurances that he mould not 
receive unworthy treatment. But fir Archi- 
bald foon fhewed. him that his diftrefs arofe 
from a more exalted motive. " Think not, 
<c moft courteous andnoble lord"(faid he, raifing* 
his eyes (lowly from the ground and fixing them 
on the chief, with a look that {hewed a foul 
overburthened but not broken by woe) "think 
" not that my grief is for myfelf. Liberty in 
" the jewel of every virtuous foul ; without it 
<c the fen timents of honour, generofity, andcou- 
" rage, are a torture. But ftill I mourn from 
" a more extenfive caufe. I mourn the mis- 
** fortunes of my royal matter, the princely and 
" pious Lewis. I mourn the defeat of the ar- 
" mies of the Lord. I am but a worm, an 
" atom in the creation, unworthy of a thought 
** in fuch a fcene of ruin." 

" The chief was ftruck with fuch greatnefs 

of 
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of foul, .and, repeating his kind confolation, 
demanded who iir Archibald was, and what 
rank he held in the army of Lewis. But the 
high-minded knight had formed the refolution 
of concealing his name and quality, to hide the 
difgrace which he thought his captivity would 
ftfled upon his noble houfe and country. 
"No! (faid he tohimfelf) never (hall it be 
11 faid that iir Archibald is a flave ! that a no- 
* l ble Scot was forced to bend the knee to bar- 
"barous infidels. Let me perifh unknown, 
11 and let my reproach die with me." — Then, 
*s if recollecting himfelf, " I am no more than 
* c a private knight, O noble lord, (anfwered 

■ <c he) whom a defire of fame brought to this 
* c fetal war. I was not born in the ligiance of 
M Joyal Lewis, nor bore any high rank in his 
* c armies. I led a few brave youths, the fol- 
€i lowers of my way-ward fortune, to the field, 
u who all, as I fuppofe, have fallen with ho- 
" nourj and O ! that I had lhared their glo- 
" nous fete ; but I was unworthy, and am re- 
H ferved for flavery." 

* c There is a fympathy between noble fouls, 
which foon unites them. The chief, who be- 
fore admired the valour, now loved the virtue 
pf his captive. He dire&ly received him into his 
intimacy, and was fo ftruck with the charms of 
fcs converfation, that he opened to him all the 
fecrets of his foul. As they fat together one 

. day, beguiling the heat of the noon-tide hours, 

-ill pleaiing difcourfe, the chief paufed for fome 
time as if loft in thought ; then ftarting in a 
kind of tranfport, " It (hall be fo ; (faid he) 

* u 'tis Heaven infpires the thought. " Then 

addreffing himfelf to fir Archibald, " Selim y 
F 2 "(that 
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" (that was the name he had given him) thou 
44 mult go and plead the caufe of thy friend. 
44 That eloquence which can charm thefierceft 
44 pailions of the foul to peace, can furely kindle 
44 the more gentle ones of pity and defire. I 
44 love, moft warmly love ; but the object of 
44 my wilhes is infennble to my pain, nor will 
44 liften to my intreaties. Go then and foften 
44 her heart, paint my paffion in proper Co- 
44 lours, and teach her to make a juft return 
44 to it. Attempt not to diflwade me from the 
* ( thought. It is Heaven that infpires; and I 
44 will purfue it." 

44 Sir Archibald, who knew by fad experience 
that love is an over-match for reafon, anfwered, 
that, far from contradicting his will, he was 
ready to obey him in any thing he fhould com- 
mand ; and only defired to know how his weak 
endeavours were to be applied. The chief em- 
bracing him tenderly, " I will inform you of 
44 every thing, (faid he) and will not doubt of 
44 your fuccefs. You muft know that, about 
44 three moons fince, the guard of one of the 
* 4 advanced pofts brought to my tent a damfel 
44 moft richly attired, who they faid had come 
** to them juft before the morning- watch, and 
required to be conducted to the commander 
of the night. The moment (he entered and 
44 caft her eyes upon me, 44 Achmet, (faid {he, 
44 with an air of dignity that awed my foul) 
44 lead me to the pavilion of thy mafter. I am 
44 Zelide, his daughter, who was this day fur- 
44 prized by the enemy, as I walked along the 
44 banks of the rivulet ; and have now recover- 
44 ed my liberty in a manner not neceflary to 
44 be told. 

«I 



«i 



THE REVERIE. 101 

" I was fo dazzled at the fight of her beauty, 
^ for fhe bad no veil on, that I was fome time 
" before I had power to make her any anfwer. 
"At length, proftrating myfelf at her feet, 
"Forgive, O beauteous princefs, (faidl) the 
" ignorance of thy flaves, who have not paid 

"the refpe& due to thy fublime ftate." 

"Rife, (anfwered fhe) and lead me tornyfa- 

" ther ; I forgive every thing." 

" Encouraged by this condefcenfion, I ven- 
"tured to rife, and taking her hand, which fhe 
" graciouily held to me, conducted her to the 
" pavilion of the Armenian monarch. The joy 
" that her return raifed can no more be defcri- 
" bed than the fituation of my heart. All was 
" tumult, extacy, and madnefs. 
r. " As foon as I had delivered her into her fa- 
€ - c ther's hands, I prepared to retire, when cal- 
" ling to me, " Stay. Achmet, (faid the inrap- 
<c tured monarch) and receive the reward of thy 
11 fcryice. I have fworn to give Zelide to the 
u man who fhould refcue her out of the hands 

* of the ravifhers, and reftore her to me. Her 
tt maidens have told me what noble fpirit yon 
" exerted for her. Here Zelide, take an hif- 
l * band who has deferved you." ' 

" I proftrated myfelf at his feet in tranfport, 
"and embraced his knees, unable to exprefa 
H the joy of my full heart ; when the princefs 
..* replied to her father, " The'merits of Ach- 
*' met are fufficiently great, without afluming 
** thofe of another. I owe my liberty to an 
<c unknown hand." 

<c It is impoffible to exprefs what I felt at 
** hearing her fay this. The manner in which 

* fee fpoke convinced me that her heart wa* 

F 3 " not 
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44 not inclined in my favour; and I knew the 
44 fondnefs of her father too well* to think that % 
44 he would put any constraint upon her incli- > 
44 nations. However, I yielded to the hnpulfe * 
44 of my paffion, and throwing myfelf at her * 
44 feet, 44 Revoke not, O beauteous princeisy ' 
cc ( faid I) the gracious words of my lord ; no*" 
^ 4 reject an heart that is devoted to thee."— 

44 Defift, Achmety (faid the monarch ftefn-*' 
44 ly) my hafty vow is feved ; and the hand of 
44 Zelide to be obtained only on the" terms pro-' 
44 pofed before." — Awed at thcfe words, I re-' 
44 tir,ed in dejection equal to the height of my* 
44 late fhort-lived hopes j and from that day has/ 
M my heart been a prey to defpair. 

44 The afliftance which I now require from* 
44 you is this : In pious gratitude to Heaven, 
44 for her efcape from -bondage, Zelide has ob-* 
44 tained permiffion from her father to relieve" 
u the captives of the war. For this purpofe 5 
44 they are ordered to repair to a certain* placer 
44 before* her pavilion, where fhe fees thenr 
cc through the filken curtains of her tent, and 
"• frequently converfes with fuch as have any 
44 thing particular in their appearance to ex- 
44 cite her curiofity. Thither you fhall gov 
44 and I promife myfelf that you will plead my 
44 caufe with fuccefs y if it fo happens that ftie 
44 enters into converfation with you." 

44 Had the chief attended to the effect whicK 
his ftory had upon fir Archibald, he would not 
have been fo ready to fend him as his advocate. 
Every circumftance convinced him that the 
priocefs was the object of his own love, whom 
he had defpaired of difcovering, and filled hirns 
with emotions which he could not fupprefs. 

Re^ 
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Recovering himfelf, however, time enough to 
tfcape the obfervation of Achmet, whofe mind 
was too intent upon his own ftory to give 
much heed to any thing elfe. " It is my duty, 
tt (6id he) to o6ey thy commands ; and diffi- 
11 dent though I am of the abilities which your 
11 partiality beftows upon me, I am yet ready 
<c to undertake any thing which you think can 
" conduce to your happincfs." 

" Achmet again embraced him, and inform- 
ing him at what time and where he fhouldwaii 
upon Zelide next morning, left him, while he 
went himfelf to attend his fovercign, in the 
courfe of his duty. 

M No fooncr was fir Archibald alone than he 
kgan to reflect on the commiflion which he 
had undertaken, and the diitreffing fituation he 
was in. In the firft emotions of his high fpirit 
to blamed himfelf for not having avowed his 
paffion, and aflerted his prior claim > but a con- 
deration of his unhappy ftate immediately 
decked this rafti thought, and the defire of 
Meeting the dear objeft of his love at any rate 
determined him to go, and truft the event to 
Jte. " What fliall I do? (faid he) Shall I 
u plead for the love of Achmet and deftroy my 
u Own hopes ? Or fhall I betray his confidence, 
,,c and fpeak only for myfelf ? " Then paufing 
a while, " I will do neither; (he continued) 
<c if nature forbids the former, honour equally 
" oppofes the latter. Never fhall it be faid 
" that fir Archibald broke faith with man. I 
M will reprefent his love with fidelity ; I will 
u declare my own with honeft truth, and leave 

<c the decifion to herfelf." Pleafed with this 

determination, his heart grew lighter; and the 
F 4 thought 
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thought of meeting Zelide tilled him with joy, 
to which he had been long'a ftranger. 

CHAP. XVI. 

Czntinuaticn cf the hiflorj cf Sir ARCHIBALD* 
andZLLiDEy princejs ^Armenia. 

" TJAVING received his laft inftrucHons 
XTl from Achmet, fir Archibald went at 
the appointed hour next morning to the royal 
j- ay il ion. Though he was habited in the hum- 
ble weeds of a flave, there was fomething in 
his appearance that (poke his noble birth, and 
prejudiced every heart in his favour* His ftature 
was above the common fize of men, his limbs 
turned in the exacteft fymmetry of ftrength and 
beauty. His auborn locks flowed in ringlets tor 
the middle of his back, and his dark-blue eyes 
fparkled with fenfibility and manly fpiritj while 
;i gloom of melancholy, fuited to his prefent fta*. 
tion, foftened their fire* and threw a pallid veil 
over the ruddy bloom which youth had painted 
on his cheeks. 

" He had not ftood long, with hi* eyes fixed 
on the ground, and his heart throbbing with, 
the moft anxious emotions, when an eunuch, 
came to diftribute the relief which the princefs. 
fent to the captives, ordering fuch of them a* 
(he had pointed out to him to advance to the 
fide of her tent, that {he might enquire into 
the nature of their particular diftreffes. 

«'Thp 
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w The ftatc of fir Archibald's heart, when 
fte'eunuch parted him by unnoticed, may be 
ttfily conceived. All his high hopes funk at 
once. " She knows me not X (faid he to him- 
u felf) or fhe fcorns to know me ! Miftaken 
u Achmet ! to think that I could have any in- 
" fluence upon her." 

44 He continued thefe melancholy reflections 
while the princefs was examining fome of the 
other captives, and was departing with them, 
when the eunuch beckoned to him to advance 
to the tent. His emotions now were ftronger 
than he could bear. He fcarce had power to 
obey the fummons. As foon as he approached 
the curtain, " Chriftian, (faid a voice from be- 
" hind it) how long haft thou been a captive, 
** and to whom ?" 

" Moft gracious princefs, (anfwered he trem- 
<c bling and in agitation, that a] moft deprived 
'* him of utterance) for fo I am inftru&cd to 
<c addrefs you, I loft my liberty in the late bat- 
cc tie that proved fo fatal to the unhappy Lewis ; 
<c and my poor fervices belong to the illuftrious 
«« Achmet." 

44 To Achmet ! (replied fhe) Great honour 
** muft he have acquired by the conqueft ; and 
<c fhould treat fuch a captive as thou appeareft 
€€ to be with uncommon courtefy ! " 

44 The honour of Achmet (returned he) wants 
** not fo mean an addition. Thy flave was the 
4< captive of an hoft. As for my treatment, it 
** is that of a man. An heart that is foftened 
** with love, like Achmet's, cannot want the 
•* gentleft virtues of humanity." 

" Thou fpeakeft of that paflion (faid the 

* princefs) with a voice of fympathy. I fup- 

F 5 "pofe> 
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" pofe thy own heart is not free from it, an* 
" that the lofe of thy liberty is imbittered by 
" that of a wife, or miftrefs in thy native land. 

" Thy flave is not married,, moft gracious 
" princefc, (anfwered he) nor had my heart 
" felt the power of love before I faw thefe fatal 
" plains." 

" Then it mould feem (continued {he) that 
cc fome of our. beauties have fubdued you to him; 
" How long, have you born, his yoke, and who 
" has bent your ftubborn neck to k ? 

" The captivity of my heart, O foverjeign la- 
" dy, (anfwered he) is fcarce three moons old 5 
" but the particular feverity of it has made that 
iC time an age. To- cut off every hope, the very 
" name of the peribn whofe chains I wear is 
" hidden from me in impenetrable darknefs." 

"That's hard r indeed'; (laid (he) but true 
w fortitude is above defpair.. Perhaps jrou may 
" find her yet. Come juft at the clofe of eve- 
" ning to this place, and you will meet a per- 
** fon- who will inform you of ftrange things ; 
" but mention not a word of this to Achmet. 
" Adfeu! Bedifcreet, be refolute, andbehap- 
« py." 

" The furprize with which this converfatiorr 
ftruckfir Archibald was fo great, that he more 
than once queftioned himfelf whether it-mult 
not tye only an ill u five dream. Satisfied, how- 
ever^ at length, that it was real;, he retired tor 
his own quarter, among the attendants of Ach- 
met, till his emotions- mould fubfide, and he 
could recoiled himfelf fufficiently to appear! bo- 
fore him without danger of dHcovcnng what 
had happened. He threw himfelf in a corner 
of the tent, and covering himfelf. with a.oarBet 
2 that 
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that he might not be difturbed, lay motionlefs 
ind loft in thought. He had not lain long when 
two of the domeftic flaves of Achmet, natives 
of Greece, came into the tent, and not perceiv- 
ing that any perfon was prefent, entered into a 
converfation upon murdering their lord, and 
flying into their own country with the booty 
which they fhould be able to plunder in the 
confufion caufed by his death. After confider- 
ing upon feveral methods, they at length agrce- 
ed to poifon him in a bowl of fherbet, which 
one of them, who was his cup-bearer, undertook 
to give him that very evening, while the other 
fhould pack up all his gold and rich jewels 
whichrwere irr his care, ready for them to carry 
off* Having thus concerted the fcheme, they 
immediately went to prepare for the execution 
of it. 

** The firft mention of this horrid defi^A 
awoke all the attention of fir Archibald. He 
liftened to their difcourfe, without giving them 
any alarm; and as foonas they departed gave 
thanks to Heaven for directing him to that 
place fo opportunely, to fave the life of his 
preferver, and fo return the obligation he owed 
.him; arifing, therefore, he went to the tent of 
Achmet, who entered juft at the fame time. 

" The moment the chief caft his eyes upon 
fir Archibald' he calfed him to him, and waving 
his hand to his attendants to withdraw, " Se- 
•* lim, (faidf he, his eyes gliftening with rap* 
M ture) congratulate your happy lord'. My 
44 gracious fovereign has this day blefied" my 
44 hopes with a promife of the hand of Zelide ; 
** and, » if Heaven meant to endear you (till 
« farther tome, has made the refcuing of the 
: ' F6 "royal 
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44 royal ftandard from yo 
44 caufe of giving me the 
44 competitors. Have yoi 
44 cefs ? Have you mentii 
44 The only delay to my 
44 obtain her content. O 
44 faying that (he liftens t 

44 I have mentioned it 
4C Archibald, who had nei 
44 of mind on fuch a trj 
44 rcoft affecting manner? 
44 e\pe<a the fatbfa&ion 
*' time and many words ; 
44 a virgin's heart." 

44 For this you (hall ha' 
41 (replied Achmet) to-m 
44 with a prefent to her ; 
- 4< lhall be your pleafing 
44 tribute of my love." 

44 The confidence r wit] 
this was a pain to the hoi 
bald, as he knew he mufl 
it. To change therefore 
fing to him, " You faved 
4C now Heaven fhews it* 
* 4 generous action, by ma 

* 4 iaving yours."- 44 1 

©f the confpiracy he had 
providential a manner, : 
Jiow to detect it in the v< 
lion, to make the puniih 
jjiore fignal. 

41 The foul of Achmei 
TO i at this account. Th 
ne fs which poffefied him 
* v ery thing ttetf J»igto dc 
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terrors. He embraced fir Archibald in a trans- 
port, and refigned himfelf entirely to his di- 
rection, his own mind being in too great agita- 
tion to attend to any thing. 

" As the time for executing their flagitious 
defign was juft arrived, Achmet went to take 
his evening's repaft, and feating himfelf on the 
carpet, without any appearance of fufpicion, 
called for fome cooling beverage, to flack his 
thirft. The cup-bearer, who had every thing 
prepared, prefented him the bowl, when fir 
Archibald, who watched his looks, and plainly 
perceived the anxiety of guilt in his face, made 
f fignal agreed upon to Achmet, and then went 
into the inner tent, where he found the other 
loading himfelf with the gold and jewels of his 
|°rd. Dragging him forth, therefore, with this 
indifputable evidence of his guilt upon him, as 
foon as he came into the prefence of Achmet, 
«e feized the cup-bearer alio, who flood pant- 
tog with impatience to fee his lord drink the 
fetal mixture, which he yet held untafted in his 
hand. 

" The accomplices no fooner faw each other 
apprehended in this manner, than they funk 
into the defpondency of confeious guilt, and 
Waited, pale and trembling, for the fate which 
hung over them. " Mifcreants, (faid Achmet, 
41 riling from his feat in a rage) what could 
€ prompt you to this wickednels ? Speak ! De- 
( dare this moment at whofe inftigation you 
•* made the bafe attempt ; or torture {hall 
u wring the fecret from jour burfting hearts." 

" The wretches were unable to make any* 
reply, when fir Archibald interfering, " Migh- 
ts ty Lord, (faid he) the nature of their crime 

" (hews 
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c< (hews it was all their own ; and points out 
" the punifhment proper for them. Let them 
cc drink the poifon they had prepared for you, 
" and perifh by their own device. Bafe as they 
" are, remember they are men ; nor tempt them 
" to aggravate the guilt with which their mr- 
" ferable fouls are loaded by accufing the in- 
" nocent." 

" Be it fo, (anfwered the chief) their fate 
cc is in your hands/' 

" Sir Archibald upon this took the bowl, and 
dividing the horrid contents, gave it to the 
trembling wretches, whofe lives, torn from them 
by the moft dreadful torments, foon paid the 
price of their guilt. Achmet then, embracing 
his deliverer once more, retired to try if he 
could calm the agitations of his foul by reft." 



CHAP. XVII. 

The hi/lory of Sir Archibald and Zelidev 
princefs of Armenia, concluded. 

" 'TT^HE twne when the princefs had-orderw 
JL ed the- attendance of fir Archibald was- 
now arrived j, he therefore hafted to the ap- 
pointed place, where he had not waited long 
when an eunuch coming up and beckoning; to* 
him faid, " Be difcreet, be refolute, and be 
" happy/* 

" Sir Archibald, who well remembered thefe. 
words, followed him, without hefitation or. re- 
ply, into the royal pavilion, where he was led 

through* 
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through feveral fumptuous tents, one within an- 
other, till his guide, flopping and making a figr 
nal to him to wait there, left him. He waited 
not long, when a female covered with a veil en- 
tered, and fearing herfelf on a fbfa, "Chriftian, 
((aid {he, in a low voice, and beckoning to him 
to come near her) " the damfel whom yon re- 
" fcued from the ravifher in the cave, defires 
" you fliould know that fhe retains a grateful 
" fenfe of your courtefy and virtue." 

** Gentle lady, (faid he* in a voice of rapture) 
u accept the warmeft thanks of your fervant for 
u this benign condefcenfion; and O ! compleat 
" the favour, by telling her, that her devoted 
,c flave lives only in the hope o£ feeing her 
" again, and pouring out the fullnefs of his 
11 heart before her." 

u Her heart (anfwered fhe) perhaps is not left 
<c full than yours ; but before fhe can comply 
14 with what you defire, it is proper (he fhould 
C( know who you are, and what your rank was 
u in your native land." 

c< My rank, (replied" he, with a figh) moft 
<c courteous, lady, was noble, fcarcely inferior 
u to royalty \ the honour of my ancient houfe 
u unftained." 

u Say then, (returned fhe) if. (he whom yon 
u profefs to love fhould ftoop from royalty it* 
f< felf to liften to your fuit, what you would do 
€< to merit fuch a favour? Would- you forego 
u your country, renounce the worfhip of your 
<c anceftors, and happy in-therecompence of her 
<c love, and of the ftate to which (he would raife 
•J^you, fwear younever would think of either? " 
<c Sir Archibald^ was ftruck with fuch horror 
K this propofal, that. it. was fome time before 

be 
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he was able to make any reply. At length, as 
if awaking from a dream, 44 Support me, Hca- 
44 ven ! (exclaimed he with a figh that feemed 
44 to burft his heart) Support me ! and pro- 
44 portion the trial* of your creature to his 
"ftrength!" 

44 Then turning to the female, 44 There is 
44 nothing, lady, (faid he) within the power of 
44 man to do, or fufFer, which I fhould not at- 
44 tempt with joy for fuch an ineftimable re- 
4< compence ; nothing which did not clafh with 
44 honour or virtue. But what vou propofe 
44 would overturn both ; and mould I be 
44 tempted to comply, I were unworthy of a 
44 reward fo bafely earned. ** 

44 Is this your anfwer ? (replied (he with an 
44 accen. of indignation) Can you pretend to 
44 feel the power of love, and. yet to flight its 
44 object for the idle fictions of fuperftitious 
44 priefts ? Can you mention honour, and pre- 
44 fer fubje&ion to royalty ? Think better ; nor 
44 Waft your ripening hopes with fuch a mean 
44 ungrateful choice. Search your heart well, 
44 your fete depends upon the word you fpeak j 
44 for, never more will you be afked the quef- 
44 tion." 

44 Burft then, O wretched heart! (fighedhe) 
44 and put a period to your torture. To live 
44 without my love is irti. oifible j and Heaven 
44 itfelf forbids the terms on which alone I caii 
44 obtain her. Tell her, kind lady, that* dear- 
44 ly as my heart adores her beauties, a prin- 
44 ciple higher even than love, and ftronger thaii 
44 ambition, places an infuperable bar between 
44 us. But-O, fay at the fame time, that the 
44 word which thus gives up my hopes, gives iq> 

"my 
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" my hated life alfo. I muft not have her, and 
tt I cannot live without her." 

" Virtuous Chriftian, ( faid flie, lifting up 
" her veil, and difcovering her beauties to his 
"ravilhed fight) thou proveft thyfelf worthy of 
" the beft bleflings of Heaven by this thy no- 
" ble attachment to its laws. Behold the object 
w of thy love, who glories in an equal flame : yet 
M had thy heart wavered in the caufe of virtue, 
" I fhould have difdained the difhonourable fa* 
M crifice, and quitted thee for ever. Reftrair* 
H your raptures, and hear me for a moment* 
w You know not yet whom your virtues have 
" fubdued, or what you muft attempt to obtain 
* her. I am Zelrde, the ordy daughter of the 
"monarch of Armenia. My anceftors long. 
Ic gloried in the name of Chrrftians ; but un- 
<c able to refift the barbarous Saracens, accord- 
*' ing to the policy of the world, they renounced 
w their faith, to preferve their power, 

cc My father, miftakenly attached to the re- 
c Hgidn of Mahomet, in which he was thuy 
c bred, led his forces againft the invafxon of 

a Lewis. ' y and,, to excite the ardor of his gene* 
rals, declared, that he w?uld beftow me the 

c hei.efs of his throne, in marriage upon him 

J Who flipuld deferye beft in the war. The emu- 
lation which this raifed was often fatally ex- 

ig perienced by their enemies ; but ftill their 
**ierits were fo equal, that none could claim. 
his promife until the laft battle, when Ach- 
tret's recovering the royal ftandard from the 

c «nemy unhappily decided in his favour. Too 

4 foon I learned the unwelcome news ; but ftill 
by my intreaties prevailed upon my father to 

* lufpend or at l$aft conceal his determination, 

"till 
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44 till this fatal day, when all his generals fol- 
€< Jiciting him together to put an end to their' 
44 importunities, he declared his choice. What 
44 canft thou do to avert this misfortune? Canft 
44 thou by any means accomplish our efcape to : 
44 thy native land ? Gold and jewels in abun- 
44 dance I can bring, to procure the means for 
C4 our journey, and make our retirement happy. 
• 4 To thy honour I am bold to truft myfelf, nor 
cc afpire to a more exalted ftate than to be thy 
C4 wife ; for though I nave been obliged to 
44 profefs the religion of Mahomet, in my heart 
44 I am a Chriftian. My mother, who was a 
44 native of Circaflia, believed and inftru&ed 
ct me in that holy faith j to preferve which I 
44 promifed her, in her laft moments, to give 
44 up every thought of worldly grandeur. My 
* 4 foul is grieved to difobey, and leave my fa- 
44 ther ; but a fuperior duty calls me." 

44 O beauteous princefs, (faid fir Archibald,' 
<c proftrating himfelf at her feet) how fhall the 
4i labours of my life make a return for this hap;- 
44 pinefs, this honour? " 

44 Reftrairi your raptures, (replied the prfnV 
44 cefs) our time is too precious for them 
44 now. Three days refpite only have I been' 
44 able to obtain from my father ; before they 
44 are expired we muft efcape from hence, or I 
44 am for ever loft. I leave the manner of 
44 our flight to you. In this caflcet is fome 
44 gold. More, with the richeft of my jewels* 
44 will I bring with me to-morrow night, as 
44 foon as darknefs fhall favour our dengn^.to 
44 the hermit's cell on the fide of the hill, weft- 
44 ward of the camp. There let me meet thee 
" with all the neceflary means for our flight; 

44 One 
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x< One only companion {hall I bring with me. 
"Adieu." — Saying this, the princefs departed, 
and the eunuch entered and conduced fir Ar- 
chibald back through the royal pavilion to the 
place where he had firft met him, who imme- 
diately returned to the quarters of Achrnet. 

" He laid hitafelf down, as if to reft ; but 
fpent the remainder of the night in forming 
Schemes for his intended flight; but the diffi- 
culties which atteaded all he could devife drove 
Itim almoft to defpair. At length he refolved 
upon one that appeared leaft liable to difapn 
pointment. As foon as Achmet arofe he went 
to him, and accofting him with an air of per- 
plexity and diftrefs, " I come (faid he) a fup- 
" pliant to thy companion, O generous and 
"princely Achmet. If ever thy fervant has 
" found favour in thy fight, liftea to the 
u requeft of my heart. I was troubled 1 on my 
41 bed this night, and my foul was terrified by 
"yifions. The objeA of my love, whow 
u image is never abfent from my mind, ap- 
4 peared before me in agonies of grief. <c Fly 
* (faid (he) to my refcue ! My father, deaf to 
u my intreaties,. and regardlefs of my diftrefs, 
<c prepares to give my hand to another. O fly 
u and fave me! Save us both from ruin and de- 

u fpair^** 1 awoke in difmay, and in thean- 

u guifh of my fcwl am come to thee. Perpiit 
u me* affift me to go to my native land ; 
<€ aind, on the faith of a true knight, I wilt fend 
u you the ranfom which you (hall require.'* 

4< I require not a ranfom for the liberty of 
** my preferver, fanfwered Achmet) and wil- 
U lingly confent to your return as (bon as my 
u nuptials with the princefs fhall have confirm- 
ed 
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44 ed my happinefc. You muft not leave me till 

44 you have feen and (bared in my joy," 

44 O name not happinefs or joy (replied fir 
44 Archibald) before a wretch finking in defpair ; 
44 the fight of my mifery would damp your joys* 

By all your fondeft hopes I conjure you there* 
44 fore, not to delay me a moment. Let me 
4 * be gone this very night % for fomething warn* 
44 my foul never to clofe my eyes, till I have 
44 fet out on this important journey/' 

44 Far be it from me (faid Achmet, moved at 
44 the poignancy of his diftrefs) to oppofe the 
44 intimations of thy better genius. Go in 
44 peace ; and may thy journey be fuccefsful. If 
" aught in my power can contribute to it, de- 
44 mand my help with freedom." 

44 O generous prince, (anfwered the knight) 
44 thy goodnefs overwhelms my foul, ana 
44 makes my parting frcm thee, even on fo 
44 dear an occafion, painful. If thou wilt give 
44 the impreiEon of thy fignet, I will fet out 
44 with two, the poor remains of all my faithful 
44 followers, whom I this day have found among 
44 the captives, as fent by thee on fome impor- 
44 tant bufinefs \ and truft the conduct of my 
44 fteps to Heaven." To this propo&l Ach- 
met not only agreed, but alfo gave him fome 
gold, -to make provifion for his journey, and 
then difmifled him. with a tender embrace. 

44 Sir Archibald fpent the reft of the day in 
procuring fwift and able horfes, with everj 
other convenience requifite for his journey; and 
at the appointed hour repaired to the hermit's 
cell, where the princefs foon after arrived, did 
guifed in the habit of a man, arid attended bj 
one of her moft favourite maidens in the fame 
dreis. The illuftrious fugitives fet out dirc&fo 
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paffing all the guards by virtue of the fignetof 
Achmet, and made fuch expedition, travelling 
through private and unfrequented ways, that 
hj the dawn of morning they thought them- 
wives fafe from danger of purfuit. As fbon as 
it was light, they flopped by the fide of a ftream 
that ran through a thick wood, where they re- 
feflied themfelves, and their horfes, .and refted 
till the clofe of the day, fir Archibald watching 
while his princefs flept. 

" In this manner they continued their jour- 
her under the immediate protection of Heaven, 
till they arrived at Conftantinople, chufing the 
road lead liable to fufpicion, to baffle purfuit ; 
there they directly embarked on board a French 
Hup, which landed them at Marfeilles, from 
whence they journeyed by land to Rochelle, and 
there hired a (hip that carried them fafe to Scot- 
land. 

" The joy raifed by the arrival of fir Archi- 
bald was not confined to his father's houfe. 
The whole kingdom, which had fhared in his 
"dory, fhared in it. His aged father, who 
teemed to have lived only to refign his honours 
to his worthy heir, was unable to fupport the 
emotions of his rapture, and expired in his em- 
braces, after having bellowed his benediction 
on his fon, and the fair partner of his efcape, 
to whom earl Archibald was joined in the holy 
bonds of wedlock, as foon as he had performed 
the laft duties to the honoured remains of his 
father ; for her delicacy had not fuffered her to 
Aink of marriage, till fhe was arrived at the 
Old of her travels. 

\ <e Prudence and modefty fuggefted it to this 

iUuftrious pair to conceal the countefs's high 

5 defcent 
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defcent, that they might avoid the vain parade 
of ceremony, and enjoy their lives in retire- 
ment, in which earl Archibald's high fenfe of 
honour, in concealing his name and coun- 
try, when a captive, fecured them from difco- 
very. 

44 The only cloud that feemed to over-caft 
their joy, arofe from the pious concern of the 
countefs to hear fome account of her father. To 
procure this, the earl fent one of his faithful men, 
who had accompanied him in his efcape, who 
•undertook not only to gain his lady tidings of 
him, but alfo, by fome means or other, to 
lighten his forrow, by letting him know that 
fhe was happy. He fet out in the drefs of a 
pilgrim, and performed his journey with fuc- 
cefs, bringing her word, that, ftruck with her 
flight, which he looked upon as a punifhment 
from heaven for his profefling the religion of 
Mahomet, againft the admonitions of his con- 
fcience, which was fecretly inclined to the chrif- 
tian faith, he had refigned his crown to Ach- 
met, and devoted the remainder of his days to 
Heaven, in a monaftry. 

u This account compleated the happinefs of 
the countefs, who bleffed the wife difpenfations 
of providence, which had thus made her the 
caufe of her father's converfion. The earl de- 
signed never to have quitted his fweet retire- 
ment ; but the ftronger attachment of loyalty 
once more called him forth into the bufy world. 
His fovereign dying fuddenly, and leaving an 
infant heir, feveral of the nooles, ftirred up by 
impious ambition, ftrove to get the royal infant 
into their hands that they might murder him > 
and fo ufurp his throne; but the vigilance of 

his 
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kis mother prevented their defigns, and convey- 
ed him fecretly into France. 

" Arouzed by the diftrefs of his fove&ign 
and his country, which was now a prey to all 
the miferies of anarchy, earl Archibald arofe, 
and by his valour and prudent conduct foon re- 
ftored peace. The people, in gratitude for this 
fervicc, with one voice offered bim the crown; 
tut he refufed it with noble difdain, and oblig- 
ing them to 'fwear allegiance to their rightful 
prince, recalled and .placed him on the throne 
of his anceftors. 



tHAP, XVIIL 

Anecdotes of a loyal family concluded* Several in* 
fiances of uncommon loyalty rewarded in the com- 
mon manner ■, with fome reflections inter ejiing to 
thofe whom they may concern* 

k HE defcendants of earl Archibald fol- 
lowed his fteps in the paths of ho- 
nour and virtue. In the days of the unfortunate 
^*Ary, whofc fufferings ended not even with 
* c * life, her fame being ftill maligned to exte- 
nuate the injuftice of her fate, the noble earl, 
f*^ad of our houfe, flood firm in the caufe of 
injured majeftv, facrificing the greater part of 
f 11 * ample pofieffions, to fupport his royal mtf- 

Cc When James fucceeded to the rights 

^ Hich had proved fo fatal to his mother, thofe 

c *Vices were all forgotten, and his favours la- 

vilhed 
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viflied on a fet of upftart hungry parafites: but 
not difcouraged by this ingratitude, when his 
ill-fated fon wanted the afliftance of his loyal 
fubje&s, in the impious conteft between the 
English and their fovereign, which coft him 
his facred life, again out houfe flood forth, a 
noble pattern of unfhaken loyalty, and were 
the gfeateft fufferers in his caufe. 

" At the reftoration of the monarchy, they 
met the fame reward as they had before from 
the grand-fire of Charles ; nor reaped any 
other benefit from that happy event, than the 
gratification of the loyalty, which was the rul- 
ing principle of their lives, 

" Gold is purified by fiery trials. This 
wily made their virtues (hinewith brighter luftre. 
They (hewed the feme attachment to the fon as 
they had to his father ; and difdainingto fubmit 
to power which they looked upon as unnatural* 
ry ufurped, followed mifguided James, when 
he abandoned his throne, into a foreign land, 
exerting their loyalty in fervice to his perfon, 
till Heaven fhould point out a propitious mo- 
ment for accomplifhing their hopes of recover- 
ing for him at leaft the ancient crown of his 
anceftors ; a crown which they wore with dif- 
tinguifhed glory, till Heaven in its wrath joined 
another to it, greater indeed in wealth and 
power, but not of greater honour. 

cc Since that fatal period our glory has {hone 
with diminifhed fplendor ; and we have been 
looked down upon as dependants, by thofe who 
dreaded us before as rivals j and at length, to 
compleat the ruin of our wretched country, 
ibme of her degenerate fons, feduced by bri- 
bery and vain hopes of power, fealed their own 

infamy, 
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■infamy, and her difgrace, by formally rcnbun- 
xing every (hadow of royalty^ and giving up 
the very Ityle and title of a kingdom which had 
flouriflied, for a long fucceffion of ages, be- 
fore that to which they bafely thus betrayed its 
rights had even gained a name. 

u The venal and inconftant Englifh, a 
mingled race, jnade up of every people under 
ieaven, and thofe whom their example had de- 
bauched, may pra&ife and applaud fuch cor- 
ruption ; but Scotland's true-born honeft fona 
^11 ever watch occaiion to (hake off the ihame* 
fid yoke, and reftore the honour of their coun- 
ty by reftoring to its throne a race of kings 
<kfcended from themfelves. 

c< Educated in thefe principles, though un- 
der the power which I abhorred, it was natu- 
ral forme to feize the firft opportunity of draw- 
■ *ng my fword in the caufe of my rightful fo- 
Ve reign. I joined in the attempt made by his 
fon, and was a fharer in his unparalleled fuf- 
brings. 

<c I had been too a&ive in his inlcrefl: to 

*lcape unnoticed. This precluded every 

thought of living in my own country, even if I 

^uld ftoop to diiTcmblc my principles, and fub- 

**iit to the prevailing powers. The honour of rny 

Jflceftors was now the only inheritance which 

* derived from them. In the difficulties there- 

*^re which fuch a fituation was fubjeS to, my 

***tural recourfe was to the profefllon of arms, 

***« only profeffion which would not be a dif- 

£face to my blood, unftained from endlefs ages 

*Jy the mean arts of induftry : aid whom 

**ionld I offer my fword but to the prince 

Vol. II. G t» 
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to whom my royal mailer had himfelf fled in 
his diftrefs ; and who, I flatter myfelf, has had 
no reafon to repent of the afylum he afforded 
me ; for though my actions have not been yet 
rewarded by fortune, my name is not unknown 
to fame ? 

" This honeft reprefentation will to every 
candid mind remove the prejudices fo injurious- 
ly entertained againft me, and all in my un- 
happy circumftances. We come not as pre- 
ferring another country to our own, or ftriving 
to fupplant the natives in the favours of for- 
tune. Neceflity, irrefiftible npceflity, urges our 
relu&ant fteps ; and we arc received and re- 
warded accordingly, not with the refpe& of 
welcome guefts, the liberality and honours due 
to merit. The coldnefs of charity frowns up- 
on our approach, and all our fervices are 
thought to bp overpaid by a. bare fubfiflence« 
Indeed, fuch are the fentiments which this un-» 
deferved treatment infpires, that, did not the 
Jhort-fighted policy of our native country bar 
our return by injunctions infignificant to them, 
and impoffible to be complied with by us, the 
ardour of our loyalty would be damped, and 
many of Us gladly go home and live in peace ; 
by which means, if we did not aftually become 
their beft fubje&s, we fhould at leaft rid them 
of their moft dangerous enemies." 

The appearance of the morning here put an 
end to his difcourfc, which his companion 
heard without interruption, though with vifi- 
ble indifference, and aflented to in the politeft 
manner. When they were relieved they re- 
tired to their refpe&ivc tents with equal expe- 
dition, though on different occafions; the 

former 
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former to replenifh his fhuff-box, which he had 
emptied in the earneftnefc of his converfation, 
and the other to wafh his neck-cloth and ruffles, 
and powder his hair, that he might make a pro- 
per appearance when he waited upon his general. 

CHAP. XIX. 

The difference between fighting battles in the fields 
and in the cabinet. The happinefs of having 
good friends*) with further injiances of military 
equity. 

AS the late mifcarriagc had made a confi- 
derable alteration in the fituation of af- 
fairs, it was neceflary to fend notice of it to all 
the parties engaged in the fame caufe, that they 
might regulate their meafurcs accordingly. No- 
thing could draw a ftronger picture of human 
vanity, than the terms in which this account 
was given. Inftead of owning with candour 
that they had t>een feverely repulfed, and in 
danger of an abfolute defeat, they only faid, 
" that the enemy having efcaped by accident 
" from an attack by which they deligned to 
" have gainei a decifive victory, they had 
iC thought proper to make fome alterations in 
<c the plan of their operations for the reft of the 
*' campaign." 

But this vain evafion was inftantly. feen 

through 5 the fteps they were obliged to take, 

in confequence of a difappointment which they 

affected to treat fo lightly, (hewed that it was a 

G 2 matter 
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matter of the moflrferiotis nature, arid had effec- 
tually broke through all .their meafures for that 
campaign, on the fuccefs of which they had 
built fuch fanguine hopes, and exerted their ut- 
inoft efforts to promote it. . 

As there was nothing more to be feen here t 
I took the opportunity of accompanying a cou- 
rier who was fent on this occafibn to another 
of the armies, confederate in the fame caufe, 
the general of which- had acquired fuch repu- 
tation by his. condu&, that I expe&ed to find 
the art of war reduced by him to a regular fci- 
ence, and carried on in a manner worthy of a 
rational being: how well my expectations were 
anfwered, the event will fhew. 

I found him in his tent, reading oyer fome 
orders which he had juft received from his 
court. When he had finifhed them, " What 
*' trouble have I (faid he tp himfelf J to keep 
44 thefe people from ruining themfclves ? A wo-* 
44 man has the vapours, and therefore I muft fight 
44 a battle to raife her fpirits with the news of 
44 a victory. A minifter wants to difplay his 
44 talents, and I muft take a town, that he 
44 may draw up the articles- of capitulation ; 
<c arid yet the leaft mifcarriage in the execution 
4C of their orders, however, ill-timed or abfurd, 
C4 will be laid entirely to my charge. This 
" is the happinefs of ferving under people who 
** know nothing of the matter; who direct the 
" operations of a campaign in their clofets, 
4C draw up armies upon paper, make marches, 
<c and form lieges with their fingers in the 
44 wine fpitted on the table ; and fight battles, 
44 and bea$. their enemies as they get. dr link. 
" Bat I am not to be mpved by their humours. 
' "I. 
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c< I have preferved them hitherto in fpi-:iit of 
" themfclves, by adhering ftcadily to my o\\ r\ 
" opinion ; and I will continue to do lb, or 
"rcfign the command, ;:nd leave them to 
"their fate." Saying this, he gave or- 
ders to double all the fortifications of his camp, 
and then returned a fummary anfwer to the mi- 
niftcr, that the fituation of affairs at that time; 
made it impoflible for him to obey his direc- 
tions. 

Siu-h cautious conduct in an amy, \vho!ls 
ftrength fecmed almoft to make all caution un- 
aeceflary, appeared very extraordinary ; but a 
little observation explained the reafon of it. In 
the mean time other occurrences, new to mv t 
and ftrange in fpeculation, though common in 
the military practice,, attracted my attention. 

As the general went to take a view of his 
entrenchments, that he might fee where it was* 
tooft proper to add to their ftrength, according 
to his own fyftem, he was met by a deputa- 
tion from the inhabitants of. the country, on u. 
Utoft interesting occafion. Though he was de- 
termined not to take the leaft notice of any 
*huig they could fay, he thought proper to give 
them an hearing* to fave appearances. 

Theperfon who fpoke to him, in the name of 
^c reft, addreffing him with an air of refpedt, 
Jfcixed with indignation, " I am fent to your 
excellency (faid he) by the few remaining 
inhabitants of this wretched country, to im- 
plore your commiferation of their diftrefled 
aate. The misfortunes, impoflible to be 
avoided in the f jat of a war, have long fincc 
confumed their ftrength, and exhauftcd all 
their regular refources. The contributions 
G 3 de~ 
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•* demanded by your excellency yefterday, ej 
44 ceed their utmoft power. The indifpenfibl 
44 means of fubliftence is all that is left them 
44 to take the fmalleft portion from which mu 
44 make life a curfe, and aggravate their mife 
44 ries to defpair. Your fovereign and our 
44 are confederates in this war, the caufe c 
44 which was originally your's ; and fo mu: 
44 the advantage be in the end. We expel 
44 nothing^ Why then muft the weight of i 
44 be laid entirely upon us ? If you come fc 
C4 our prote£Hon, Why do you not drive on 
44 enemies away ? If that is not to be done 
44 Why not march into their territories, an 
44 remove to them a burthen which we can n 
44 longer bear? It were better for us to fup 
44 port but one army, even though that wer 
44 of enemies, than two. The number of ou 
44 very friends has eaten us up. We thro\ 
44 ourfelves therefore upon your excellency 1 
44 juftice and companion, and beg an allevia 
44 tion of diftreffes, which we are unable fc 
44 fuftain. Reprefent our cafe in its proper co 
44 lours to your fovereign; and, In the mea 
4< time, fufpend the execution of orders whicl 
44 overwhelm us with defpair/* 

The general heard this pathetic fpeech with 
out the leaft emotion ; and as foon as it wa 
concluded, 4C I am forry for your fufferings 
44 (anfwered he coldly) but the redrefs of then 
44 lies not in my power. You muft apply t 
44 the miniftry. If they fupply me with othe 
44 means to hipport the war, I fliall be glad 
44 till then I muft make ufe of thofe in rrj; 

44 hands." Then turning dire&ly to^an of 

ficer who flood near him, he ordered the con 

tribution 
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tributions to be levied, without favour or de- 
lay. 

The unfuccefsful advocates had fcarce de- 
parted when an exprefs arrived from one of his 
advanced pofts, to inform him that the enemy 
bad laid all that fide of the country in flames, 
and were juft then making fome motions which 
appeared as if they intended to attack him in 
bis entrenchments. His officers heard this 
account wkh the higheft indignation; and, 
confiding in their numbers, exprefied their ca- 
gernefs to prevent fuch an infult, by march- 
ing out direftly to meet them. 

But the general difregarded their ardour, and 

firmly refolved to purfue his own lyftem; 

"The enemy fliould know me too well, (faid 

" he) to imagine that I can be taken with 

" fuch a bait ! When there is nothing more 

"to burn, the flames will go out of them- 

" felves. All their braving (hall not make me 

"quit the advantage of my fituation. The 

'event of battles is uncertain, and often 

proves contrary to the beft founded expec- 

tation. Befide, their affairs and ours are in 

|c a very different ftate. A vi&ory might ac- 

ti Complifh all their defigns, which are difap- 

4C pointed as effectually by delay as by a defeat; 

it is therefore right in them to rifle every 

cc *hing. But the contrary is our cafe; We 

« c *3Mgnt lofe every thing by a defeat ; and do 

u gain as much by delay, as we could by vic- 

cc * or y » *"° tnat to P ut an y tnm g to tne hazard 
<c ^rere madnefs. As to the difgrace to our 
honour, in being braved thus, that is nothing. 
Succefs alone is honour in war.. I am for- 
ry, it is true, for the ruin of the country ; 
G 4 " but 
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44 but I haue other bufinefe here befide prefer— 
<f ving that, and which. I muft firft attend to;, 
" and I fhall think myfelf happy if I can ac- 
* c complifh it at fe> eafy a rate as the ruin of a 

" country that does not belong to us," - 

laying this, he continued his ride, abfolutely 
unmoved at the fight of the flames which arofe 
frojn all the villages in that particular part of; 
the country from whence he had drawn his fub- 
fiftcnce, while there was any remaining for 
him. 

There was fcmething fo deliberately cruel in? 
prot rafting the miferies of the innocent in this, 
manner, in order to wear out aa<eae»y whom 
he was evidently afraid to face in the field, that 
however confonant it might be to tte princt* 
pies of military -^qMity, and however juft hi* 
jmaxim, that " Succefs alone is honour in 
44 war," 1 turned away from the fight wkhak^ 
korrence.. 

CHAP. XX.. 

War) War in procinfi ! The coirforis of -Greats 
jiefs. A nigbt-Jcenty with a continuation ofit± 
ntitlxr of die tnyt agrecaUemaunt^ 

THough my heart was by this time fick. 
of war, curiofity ftill had. force to make: 
me tafce a view of. the army oppofed to thte r 
the character of whofe commander promifect 
fome variety, and more active fcenes at leaftj. 
if not more rational and humane than thofe I 

had'. 
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Had hitherto fcen. " It is not poffible (thought 
"I) that the military fcience, which has been . 
44 fo highly extolled by men of the greateft ge- 
44 nius m every age and country, and made the - 
44 feal of fame, the indifputed title to every ad- 
44 vantage of this world* fhould be fuch a con- 
44 fufed medley of blunders and butchery, qar- 
c< ried on headlong, without regard to the moft 
44 indifpenfible principles of juftice orhumani- 
44 ty, or attention to any rational or determin- 
44 ed point, bdide avarice, or a favage paffion • 
44 for revenge. The generals who make fo 
" grand a figure in the writings of poets, and 
44 hiftorians, could not have been like thefe ; 
44 nor the battles ■> by which they acquired their 
44 immortal glory, fuch fruitlefs random fcenes 
44 of blind, and worfe than brutal carnage ! I 
44 have been often cautioned againft forming 
44 my judgment too haflily." 

Having confirmed myfelf in my refolutionby 
thefe reflections, , I was fo defirous to put it in-, 
execution, that i would not even flay to travel, 
with any other perfon, as I had done before; 
but availing myfelf of the powers with which 
the fpirit.had endowed me, I wijhed myfelf 
dire&ly into the enemy's camp. 

The firfl: things that ftruck me here were 
the eagernefs and afliduity of every individual,^ 
fo different from the liftlefs ftupidity and care- 
lefsnefs which had given me fuch difguft in the 
Other armies. The foldiers feemed by their 
l6oks to underftand the motives of the war in ■ 
which they were engaged, and to think them- 
folves interefted in the event. Sush a fight 
gave me pleafure.. " This (though* I) is fome T 
44 thingjyorth beholding! Thefe a& like men, , 
GS ."by/ 
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" by exerting that reafon which diftingutfhesr 
M them from brutes ; and that caufe muft be 
" juft which fo many approve of, and fupport 
" with their lives." 

As I wias making thefe reflexions, the com- 
mander (whom I found to be their fovereign) 
pafled me, and by his affability and encourage- 
ing addrefs added wings to the diligence with? 
which they all ftrove to execute his commands- 
I joined him dire&ly, ftudious to obferve eve- 
ry look and a&ion of fo extraordinary a per- 
fon. 

He was that morning making a general re- 
view of his army, which was drawn out for 
that purpofe. Though every thing was ftrift- 
ly regular, and bore the moft martial* appear- 
ance, I remarked that the monarch- frequently 
ftghed as he darted his experienced eye along 
the ranks. He feemed to look for fomething 
which he could not find, and melted almolt 
into tears at the tender youth of the greater part* 
of his troops. 

But if the private men appeared young and 
unexperienced, the officers of every degree 
wore the oppofite characters in their counte- 
nances. Birth, riches, or favour, evidently' 
had no place in their promotion. They rote 
by merit alone, and the foldier who deferveif 
command was fure of obtaining it. This was 
the moft effectual' provision, which human pru- 
dence could make to enfure fuccefs ; nor did 
the' event difappcint it. If the inferiority o£ 
* his numbers hindered his obtaining decifive 
victories, the excellent difcipline of his forceg 
fo far ballanced that advantage, that h*s enemiea 
could not prevail againft hinu 

When; 
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When he had finiflied the bufinefs of the 
morning, he retired to his tent, and throwing 
himfelf, with a fatigued look and difcontented 
air, into a chair, " When will this horrid 
<c work be at an end ? (faid he) When fhall 
<c my wearied heart have reft ? O ambition, 
" thou madnefs of mifguided man ! Thou 
" fource of the worft evils which affiift his 
<c wretched race ! To thee are facrifited all 
" the tendernefles of humanity, all the mod 
**■ facred principles of focial and moral virtue. 
u And for what ? To purfue an unefTential 
<c phantom, to grafp at a bubble that melts at 
"the touch, and illudes the empty hand ! For 
<c Yuch is* the glory of this world, however 
<c highly blazoned by prejudice and vanity ; the 
§< echo of a found that has paffed by, the fha- 
" dow of a cloud that floats in the air." 

He was interrupted in thefe reflexions by 
the arrival of a courier, with difpatches froiri 
one of his minifters. The moment he ran his 
eye over them, that gloom of latitude and dis- 
content which .overcaft his brow vaniflied, 
his eye flaflied with refentment and martial ar- 
dour, and his whole frame feemed to be on 
fire. He gave orders for all his generals to at- 
tend him direfltly, and then walking a turn or 
rwo about his tent, " No! (faid he) it is not 
4< come to that yet. Never will I fubmit to 
4€ fuch ignominious terms, while I have one 
" fubjeit able to draw a fword. Never will I 
* c tarnifh the glory of fo many vi&ories by the 
** leaft concefRon. Is my fate' to depend on 
cc the caprise of a woman ? Are my domini- 
" ons to be parcelled out by dreaming ftatef- 
** men ? Sooner lhall the ravages of war con- 
G 6 " fume 
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44 fume them all,- than I will yield to fucb dif- 
" honour. I'll tight it out to the laft man, fet: 
44 fire to the laft town with my own hand* and 
**perifh in the flames, before my foul (hall: 
"'bead to their defi res, . or comply wkh fuch; 
4< difgracefui conditions." 

The entrance of .his- officer* broke offhis me- 
ditations. He paufed a. moment, to moderate* 
the emotions of hi&ibul, and then addreffing; 
himpelf to them, " My friends, (faid he) our 
** enemies infiilt us. They make propofals tea* 
** haughty and fevere to be received even from.' 
Cf . vi&ora. But we wiH bring them to a more • 
** moderate way of thinking. I am refolved to-* 
** make one effort, to put an. end to- this de- 
" ftru&ive war.. We* will this night attack: 
" the enemy in fucli a quarter* Our wary ad- - 
"** verfary will not run? the hazard of. fuccour* 
** ing his colleague m the dark, for fear an at- - 
** tempt fhould be made upon hisowir campy* 
*f in the meant while j - ft that, for this time, the • 
** advantage of numbers wilt not be agamft us* . 
**- Jn other reipe&s, I know the difficulty of/ 
, ** ^he undertaking ; but difficulties never dif~~ 
** courage at . brave mind from great attempts. 
a Um fick of the horrors, of war, and wilft 
** fee no more of them. We will cither con- - 
u quei or die." 

His generals heard thefe words with>a me- 
lancholy, fierce delight. They all wiflied to< 
fee an end put to the calamities which laid theism 
country wafte ; if that could not be accom- 
$liihed, death appeared a defirable releafe from i 
the horrors with which they were fiivrcunded. 
As foon as they left their fovereigri's prefence, „ 
therefore, they embraced each, other, as men- 

wha- 
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*4io - expe&ed not to meet again, and then 
went to prepare every thing, for putting his 
commands in execution. 

As for the monarch) the approach of fuch a. 
icene feemed a reHef to his mind, by diverting 
his attention from the reflexions which tor- 
tured him before. Unentangled in the tender 
connexions of nature,* which, as it were, mul- 
tiply a man into many felfs for the fafety of, 
each dear particular of whom, his anxiety is 
greater than for his own, he looked forward: 
to the dreadful- hour unmoved 5 and, defpifing. 
any danger which threatened himfelf,- was not. 
disturbed with . fympathetic apprehenfions for*, 
others. 

At length the moment, loaded with the fate 
of ib many thoufands, arrived. The horror*, 
of fuch a fight are beyond defcription ; my 
foul Hill fickens at the thought. I have faidi 
that the attack was. to be made in the night. 
Nature, as if to hide the madnefs of mankind, 
wrapped the guilty fcene in tenfold darknefs. 
This was favourable to the aflailantSr Infpired 
with the refolution of their fovereign, they- 
knew that their road to victory was right for- 
wards, and rufhed on with an impetuofity im- 
ppffible to be refifted"; while their oppo- 
nents, attacked on every fide, knew not 
where to diredt theio force. But neither did 
they know- whither to retreat. If diffraction 
therefore made their efforts lefs* effectual, de- 
fpair fupported their refolutiom . They fought 
at random, and deftroyed their friends as well 
as their enemies : but ftill they fought with va- 
lour, heightened by defpair. At length their 
entrenchments were all .forced, and they were 

driven v 
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driven, tfaemfelves fcarce knew whither. The 
darknefs, which before was againft them, prov- 
ed now their fecurity. Purfuit was impoffible. 
The advantage alio had already coft the vigors 
fo dear, that they were cautious, as the leaft 
mi (carriage might reverie the fiiccefs. 

The heart of man muft be feared againft 
every feeling of humanity, to fupport (uch a 
fight as the morning-Hght drfclofed. The vic- 
torious monarch, animated with all his martial 
enthufiafm, was imaMe to bear it. He led his 
men, harrafled as they were, in purfuit of 
the enemy, though he expe&ed not to over- 
take them ; but then it removed him from this 
horrid fcene. 

As foon as his fpirits had cooled a little from 
the ardour, or rather madnefs, neceflary to- 
fupport them through their late exertion, he- 
fought to relieve nature by reft. But the la- 
bours of his mind were far from being at an* 
end. Sleep had no fooner overpowered his wea- 
ry fenfes, than his imagination was at work* 
and placed him in the midft of the tumults and 
confulion from which he was but juft delivered. 
He gave aloud the feveral words of commanif, 
and fought over again the whole battle of the 
night before, with as much eagernefs and* 
anxiety as if he was aftually engaged, till at 
length the hurry of his fpirits and agitation 
of his whole frame awoke him, little refrefhed 
by fuch broken (lumbers. Such a life coulcf 
not afford plcafure in the contemplation. I 
was juft turning from him, furfeited with he- 
roifm and greatnefs^ when an affair that {hewed 
hrs charadter in a* new light attrafted my at- 
tention. 

CHAP 
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CHAP; XXL 

An approved medicine fir afick mind. A curious' 
converfation between two great perfons 9 with w 
compendious- method of acquiring fame. 

TI7 HEN he arofe from his thorny pillow, 
VV he went to a trunk, and taking out a 
Book, "Learning (foid he, fighing) has been* 
** called- the medicine of the mind. Let me- 
** try if I can find it fo. No mind ever wanted 
" a medicine to heal its ficknefs, more than* 
44 mine does at this moment." — Then reading' 
a page or two, " Aye, (continued he) theie 
" are fine fchemes, if they could but be; 
** brought to bear. Any of them, would en- 
** fure the wiflied-for, envied epithet of great r 
** without the fatigue of this- horrid trade of 
" war; though I much- fear this too will dif- 
c< appoint me as that did, and that in the end- 
** I fhall find I* have confumed my life in build- 
**'ing caftles in the air." 

He then paufed a moment, in a difcon tented 
mood, and, throwing by the book, took up z 
written paper, on which he had. fcarce caft his 
eye when he fecmed to have found the remedy 
he wanted. A fmile of felf-complaccncy fat- 
tened his brow, his eyes fparkled with pleafure, 
and his heart throbbed with confcious pride, as 
fce read it over .moft emphatically to himfelf. 
<** Why did I not fix my hopes of feme, my 
**alaim to immortality, on.thefe? (faid hej 
4 " f welling. 
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44 fweHing into tenfold confequencc as he 
" fpoke) the mufes would not have difdained 
44 my addreffes ; they would have crowned me 
44 with that glory which I fought for in vain in 
44 philofophy, and. fear I purfue with no better 
44 profped of fuccefs in war. But foft ! Is not. 
44 this the day on which that favourite of the 
44 mufes, Crambty promifed to come and (hew 
44 me his laft work ? Who knows but I may 
44 erFe& the fum of all my defigns by his affift- 
44 ance ? Every other butineis muft give place 
44 to this. I would not mifs the pleafure of 
44 converting with him, or run the hazard of 
44 any other's feeing his works before me, for 

44 many reafons. ,, Saying this, he called • 

one of his attendants, and, fending fome gene- 
ral dire&ions to his officers, gave orders that no < 
one mould be admitted to him that morning 
but a particular pcrlbn, whom he defcribed. 

He had not waited long, when die expell- 
ed vifitor arrived,, difguifed in fuch a manner 
as muft efre&ually conceal him. The mo- 
narch received him with the greateft familiari- 
ty, and pointing to a chair near himfelf, 4( Sit. 
" down, my friend, (faid he) diftin&ion is un^ 
44 neceflary among the mufes fons. You won*' 
44 der, I doubt not, at my defiring you to : 
44 come in that difguife; but the reafon wa». 
44 this : In my fituation every motion is ex- 
44 pofed to notice. When I haye a mind, 
44 therefore, to fteal an hour from care, I am , 
44 obliged to ufe fome artifice of this kind, to 
" conceal my defign. I am now thought to » 
44 be engaged on the moft weighty affairs j 
44 and your drefs, with the myfterious manner ■■ 
44 of your introdu&ion, favpurs the deceit, and 

"makes. 
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** makes you pafs for feme fecret emiflary who 
44 has brought me intelligence. Were it known 
44 that I enjoy one hour of fecial converfe, 
44 like another man, it would take off from my 
44 importance, and weaken that implicit reflect 
44 which the nature of my affairs makes indif- 
44 penfible. This is the bleffing of pre-emi- 
44 nence : painful pre-eminence, eminent in 
44 woe. 

44 But let us quit fo difagreeable a fubjecl. 
44 Have you brought me the piece you men- 
44 tioned in your letter ? I long to fee it 5 and 
44 hope you have not taken the leaft notice of 
44 it to any other perfon living. Alexander 
44 was not more jealous of his tutor's publifh- 
44 ing his knowledge for the inftru&ion of the 
44 world, than I am of your communicating 
44 your works, even by the bare mentioirof their 
44 names, before I have had the firft perufal of 
44 them. Like him, I would engrofs die fola 
44 enjoyment." 

44 Your majefty does me the higheft honour 
14 by this jealoufy ; (anfwered the other) but I 
44 am afraid the object will be fouad unworthy. 
44 However, &ch as it is, I lay it at your 
44 feet." 

44 But has na living perfon feen, nor 
44 even heard of it ?" 

— — 44 None, I can moft truely aflitre your 
44 majefty. I obeyed your commands with the 
44 greateft care. Here it is. The fubjeft, I 
44 own, is trifling ; but I hope the execution 
44 will not difpleafe you* It is a fbort confu- 
44 tation of all the prejudices which have fo. 
44 long enflaved the human mind, under the 
u title, of religion, I have proved, in an alle- 

"gorical;" 
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4< gQrical hiftory, by familiar inftances taken 
44 from real or at leaft poflible life, which is 
44 the fame thing, that chance governs the 
44 world, and every occurrence in it ; and that 
44 to attribute them to any other caufe, fuch as 
44 infinite power, wifdom, goodnefs, and fuch 
44 like, is moft abfurd, as they are plainly con- 
44 trary to the effe&s of fuch a caufe ; and to 
44 give a greater force to my reafoning, I have 
44 all along affe&ed to treat thefe very notions, 
44 which I controvert, with the moft folemn 
44 refpeft." 

44 Juft as I have written with the greateft 
44 acerbity againft maxims (interrupted the 
44 king) which I prac-Hfe every hour of my 

44 life." Then running his eye haftily over 

the firft page, which chance had opened to 
him, 44 This is the thing (continued he, in a 
44 rapture) which has been ever wanted to clear 
44 the eyes of man, and enlighten his mind 
44 with the radiance of real knowledge. The 
44 voice of reafon here utters the facred words 
44 of truth, adorned with all the beauties of 
44 imagination. How exactly have you hit 
44 upon my fentiments ! how forcibly expreffed 
44 them ! My anions muft have long proved" 
w to all who are capable of lifting up the veil 
44 which neceffity obliges man to wear, that* 
4< this ia my opinion. You muft leave the 
44 manufcript with me, that I may perufe it at 
44 my better leifure ; and remember, I have 
44 your promife, that you will not mention a 
44 word of it to any mortal. I have reafons for 
w this injunction, which may not be difegresa- 
"bletoyou." 

« "-" 44 Nothing that your majefty commands. 
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,ft can be difagreeable to me ; nor need you 
14 doubt my fervice. Here is another littte 
** thing, a mock-heroic poem, in which the 
4< folly of all the philofophy, and the falfe pre- 
cc tennons to knowledge, which have impofed 
*' upon the world for fo many generations, are 
" properly difplayed. ft is fomething of the 
" fame nature with the other, the defign of 
" which it compleats, by fhewing that there 
c< is nothing certain in this life 5 and, there- 
** fore, that true wifdom confifts in doing that 
** which is moft agreeable to ourfelves, with- 
cc cut regard to any contrary opinions, how- 
" ever hallowed to fooliih veneration by the 
€< ruft and cobwebs of antiquity." 

<c Myfyftemftill. Yes ! let me have it. 

€< My head is ftunned with the noife of war, 
iC and. wants the harmony of your numbers to 
€ * compofe it. This is poetry. This is the 
44 genuine effufion of a mind infpired. Such 
44 writing difdains the critic's rage, and even 
4 * rifes above the wreck of time. What ele- 
44 gance ! What fire ! How bold, and yet how 
"clear." 

" Your majefty's approbation is the 
44 higheft object, of my ambition. It is fame: 
cc Though till that fan&ion i« made public, I 
4< doubt not but I {hall have an outcry raifed 
4C againftme, particularly on account of the 
• 4 firft work, for bringing ridicule to aid my 
4< arguments, againft opinions fo long confc- 
4C crated, by ignorance, to blind refpefi. But 
** it was impoffible to reftrain the fallies of wit 
4C qa fubje&s which lay fo open to its laffi." 

—"Moft 
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" Mofi certainly ; nor are they in the 

44 leaft reprehenfibie. A poignant jeft often 
44 lhaxnes a nun out of. an opinion which no 
" ar^ursent could make him give up. You 
" te-J me with the aiiUrance of fixred truth, 
" that no man living knows any thing of ei- 
44 ther of thefe works. In return for your 
44 complying with my ceiire in that, I will 
44 now intrult you with the darling fecret of my 
44 foul. No man muft ever know any thing 
" of them. I mean, as tout's. Shall I tell 
44 you all ? You are fenfible of the ardour with 
" which I pant for fame. Though chance has 
" thrown me into the more turbulent fcenes of 
" life, my heart languifhes for the happinefs of 
" retirement, for the glory that is acquired by 
44 the calmer works of learned eafe: nor were 
44 my firft efiays to obtain it fo unfuccefsful at - 
44 to diicourage the purfuit, did the indifpen*- 
44 fible duties of my ftation permit it. 

" Can you then, my friend, indulge this. 
" ruling paffion of my foul fo far, as to give up 
44 thefe children of your brain, to my. adop* 
44 tion, and let me produce them to the world 
44 as my own, without danger of paternal 
44 fondnefs's breaking out, ana claiming them? 
44 I know it is a delicate and difficult requeft; 
44 but I will amply recompenfe your com-- 
44 pliance, and then you will foon be able to 
44 produce more. The fpring from whence 
44 thefe flowed is not exhaufted. 

44 Befide, I claim a. kind of right to them*. 
44 They are the very fentiments of my foul,, 
44 which I defigned to have publifhed as foon. 
" as I could fpare time to difpofe them into. ■ 
41 proper order. In this you have prevented* 



« 
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me -, may I not fay rather, faved me the trou- 
44 ble, and now prefent my own anticipated 
44 offspring to me, with the advantage of being 
44 educated by your hand. The matter is 
4< literally mine, as much as it is your's : the 
44 form indfeed is all your own. What do 
44 you fay ? Are you, willing to. gratify my de- 
44 fire?" 

cc Every command of your majefty's it 

<Q entitled to immediate .obedience ; I moft 
44 willingly confign them into your hands, to 
44 difpofe of as you pleafe, either to publifh or 
4< absolutely fupprefs them for ever. Could I 
4 < have thought of their having fuch a glorious 
44 fate, I fhould have laboured to make them 
4 * more worthy of it." 

44 They are very well. It is the fub- 

4C je& that particularly ftrikes me. If I find 
" any thing amifs in the manner of treating 
" it, IwUlmyfelfcorre&it. Here! take this 
44 order to my treafurer : You fee it is exprefly 
C4 faid to be for Jicret (ervkt." 

" Your majefty's munificence (anfwered the 
44 lucky author, who was fo aftonifhed at the 
44 greatnefs of the fum, that it was feme time 
44 before he had power to fpeak) overwhelms 
44 me with confufion. This is too much j toa 
44 much for me to take ! " 

■■■■■ " But not for me to give (replied the 
44 monarch, fmiling). Let me fee you again be- 
44 fore you go away. I muft jiow give fome 
44 orders, which are this moment come into 
44 my head ; but I flaall be at leifure by the 
** time you return from the treafurer." 

The author bowed with the moft profound 

refpe&, and departed in evident happinefs of 

^hearc. 6 When 
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When he was gone, the king, looking at 
his new purchafe with the higheft delight, 
44 At length (faid he) 1 have accompliflied my 
44 defign. Thefe will extend my feme through 
44 the whole circle of the human powers. I 
44 fhine already as a legiflator and hiftorian ;• 
44 thefe add tne characters of a. poet, and z 
44 divine. Singularity is the firfl: uep to emi- 
44 nence. A gnat man fhould do nothing in 
44 the common way. Now that I have un- 
44 hinged the religion of the world, as foon as 
44 1 am at leifure I will devife a new one of my 
44 own, and ere£t it on the ruins of the ola. 
44 This is all I want to confirm my being the 
44 greaUjl man of this, or any age." 

When he had pleafed himfelf with thefe re- 
flections for fome time, he refumed his wonted 
thoughtful look, and went to meet his mini- 
iters, who, (truck with his appearance, liften- 
ed to his words with a kind of religious vene- 
ration, prepared to obey whatever he fhould 
command, without prefuming to difcufs it even 
in their own minds, as if he nad been a being 
of a fupcrior nature. 

Having difpatched thefe affairs, he retired 
to meet the happy author, who had received 
the money, and was returned according to his * 
orders, 44 Well, (faid the king) I hope you 
44 don't regret the exchange you have made. 
44 I have nothing more to fay to you at this 
44 time, but todefire that I may hear conftant- 
44 ly from you. Much as I am involved in 
44 other affairs, I (hall always find time to 
44 correfpond with you ; and obferve, that I 
44 infift on your laying afide all formality, and 
44 writing your thoughts as freely as they rife 

44 in 
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** in your mind; as I, and all lovers of phi- 
<c lofophic truth do." 

C4 Your majefty (anfwered the other) heaps 
c< new honours on me, by every new com- 
<€ mand. 1 will obey you with the utmoft 
44 pun&uality, and think myfelf happy if my 
"poor works can merit the approbation of iq 
" confummate a judge." — ■— The fcene now 
grew fo fulfome, each flattering the other in 
the grofleft manner, that I was glad when it 
was ended. 

This contemptible inftance of vanity fullied 
the laftre of the monarch's other qualities, 
and made me fo fick of ambition in every 
(hape, that I could bear the fight of him no 
longer. I therefore took my leave of heroifm 
and greatnefs, of which my heart was fick, and 
departed along with the author, in whom I 
faw fomething that railed my curiofity to be 
better acquainted with him. 



CHAP. XIII. 

A remarkable inftance of poetic gratitude and 
jujiice^ with Jome anecdotes of a celebrated 
genius. 

THE moment he left the monarch's pre- 
fence, Ke made all poflible hafte to get 
out of his reach alfo, for fear of his changing 
bis mii\d, and refuming his moft profufc pre- 
fent. When his heart was freed from this fear, 
on his entering the territories of a neutral 

power, 
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power, he flopped, to recover his fatigue, and 
confider how he fhould difpofe of his new for- 
tune in the moft proper manner. After a va- 
riety of fchemes, he at laft refolvcd to fix hk 
abode in the territories of a certain free but 
poor ftate, where he fhould be at liberty to 
purfue his own inclinations without interrup- 
tion, and gain refped by the magnificence which 
he was now able to difplay. 

This firft point being fettled, his thoughts 
naturally recurred to the means by which he 
had acquired his fortune. Amply as the mo- 
narch had paid him for the honour of fathering 
his works, his vanity took the alarm at the 
fame he fhould lofe, and envy determine 1 him 
to break faith with his benefactor, and betray 
!his weakiiefs by publifhing the works in his 
own name, as foon as ever the king fhould de- 
clare them to be his ; for he would not do it 
fooner to prevent him, that the dete&ion might 
heighten the difgrace, the thoughts of his being 
tinder obligation, to which he meant to make 
fo bafc a return, inflaming his heart with the 
moft malignant hatred. " I will expofe him 
44 to the contempt of mankind, (faid he) for his 
4C . meannefs and vanity. He never fhall have 
44 » the honour of my works. When he has 
44 plumed himfelf in the merit of them for a 
44 while, I'll ftrip the gawdy daw of his ftolen 
44 feathers, and point him out to univerfal ri- 
44 diculc. He make alterations too ! and cor- 
44 rcct my errors ! Let him, let him expofe 
44 himfelf! The coarfc patches will betray the 
44 bungling hand that puts them on, and ferve 
44 for a convenient foil to the reft. If he de- 
44 fires fame, let him earn it, and not ftrive 
* 44 thus 
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€< thus to fteal it from another. He never fhall 
<c have the honour of my works. Had he not 
<c been a fool, he might have forefeen this, and 
<c in the plenitude of his tyranny have put it 
Cc out of my power to defeat his* defign, by 
c< taking away my life ; but I am now beyond 
" his reach, and fhall take care to keep my- 
<c felf fo."— ^— Then melting into rapture, at 
the thought of his wealth, " I will live (con- 
4< tinued he) like a prince among thofe repub- 
licans, whofe parfimony will be a foil to 
"my munificence. Every thing about me, 
" every thing I do {hall have an air of gran- 
" deur; I'll build a theatre at my own houfe, 
" where I will have my works reprefented ac- 
" cording to my own tafte, to my chofen 
" friends." 

The deliberate bafenefs of this refolution, fo 
contradictory to the proper ufe of the powers 
which produced the occafion of it, tempted me 
*? look back to the principal occurrences in the 
life of fo extraordinary a perfon. He was born 
m a neighbouring country, where genius is 
encouraged by approbation, and ftarves in the 
^Mft of flattery. Abilities, fuch as his, foon 
QiiKiiguifhed themfelves. He became the fa- 
vourite of the publick, and heard nothing but 
his own praifes. But his reign was not long. 
He thought with a freedom and fpirit which 
& v e jealoufy to a government eftabliftied on 
J^ principles of defpotifm, and was obliged to 
fy fcs native land, to avoid falling a facrifice 
to His fame. 

. *ht country in which he took refuge was 

"**VCry refpe<a the reverfe of that he left. Ap- 

'^bfction was given fparingly, and never foon ; 

H but 



i:A THE REVERIE. 

iv.c iho more fubitantial reward of prefent pro- 
iit iUdom di lap pointed merit; and rational li- 
lvrtv :*?.\ e genius its full fcopc. Here he firft 
ia;iid :he fwects of in dependency, and formed 
Schemes for c ft ab 1 i {h i n g h i m fe 1 f i n the poflef- 
jivin of that i n oil i rouble blcfling. But his eager- 
ly: Is diiaprointed him, by betraying him into 
l; v ;v.e actions which obliged him to quit that 
country as precipitately as he had his own, to 
luoid a more ignominious fate. 

After foroe time fpent in, difcontented ram- 
King, this prince, whom his fame had reached, 
rot only gave him an afvlum in his dominions, 
but alio beared his favours on him fo laviflily, 
that he rcfumeJ his hopes of independency, 
-which this laft affair enabled him toaccompliih 
in a manner he had never even raifed wiflies 
t-\ The return he mediiatcd, and did after- 
wards partly make (for when he confidered 
:;iorc ccoly, he dropt that part of his fcheme 
«jf hrting the king publifh them firft, for fear his 
credit fhould overbalance his own, and make 
hnnillf appear the plagiary, and therefore 
printed them directly in his own name ; a perfi- 
<!•/ which the difcontented monarch did not dare 
to impeach, and could not punifh) was agree- 
able to the natural tendency of his difpofition, 
and of a piece with hi3 behaviour to the peo- 
ple whole beneficence had afforded him relief, 
and firft raifed his hopes, whom he calum- 
niated with the rnoft malignant virulence, as 
ioon as he was out of the reach of their of- 
fenlecl laws. 

The abilities which enabled him to triumph 
over fo many difficulties as his folly drew* him 
into, were certainly very yrcat, though vanity 
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much leflened their merit. An affe&ation of 
Angularity, of fliewing himfclf wifer than all 
the reft of the world, making him difpute the 
truth of, and treat with contempt thefe princi- 
pleswhieh had ever been held in the higheft 
refpeft, and eftabl idled as the rules of moral 
afiion, the foundations of religious faith. 

Impious and abfurd as fuch vanity was, it 
found applaufe and imitation from the kindred 
vanity of the greater part of mankind ; and the 
intereft they had in fupplanting an authority 
that contradicted their pra&ice, and made it 
criminal in the eyes of others, and dangerous 
in their own. 

To this caufe chiefly he was indebted for 
the rapidity of his rife to fame ; for literary- 
merit, however great, is obliged to ftand the 
teft of time before it meets general approba- 
tion, where fome lucky circumftance does not 
concur thus to favour it. 

Shocked at fuch a proftitution, I left him to 
purfue his own machinations ; and, having r.bui* 
dantly fetisfied my curiofity with military mat- 
ers, refolved to change the fcene of my obferva- 
tions, and go to the courts of the powers en- 
gaged in war, in hopes that, for the ere: it of hu- 
°|an nature, I might find the meafures of their 
C, W1 government deduced from more rational 
Principles than thofe which appeared to influ- 
***ce the conduft of their armies. 
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Flight to the Paradife of Fools. 
BOOK II. 

C H A P. I. 

A council /cent. The mildnefs of female gtvem* 
merit ; with a remarkable injlance of the ha£- 
py effecl of reproof upon great minds* 

TH E firft court which I thought proper to. 
take a view of was that of the power mod 
immediately engaged jn the war agajnft 
the prince whofe camp I had juft left, A*>- 
cordingly I wijhed myfelf thither diredtfy* to> 
avoid the pain of travelling through the fcenes 
of deiblation and mifery exhibited by all the 
countries around. 

On my arrival I found the fovereign feated 
in council, in the midft of his minifters. 
There appeared in his looks a phlegm, which 

in 
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in different countries is taken to denote the dif- 
ferent qualities of wifdum and (cupidity ; and 
which here feemed to have extended its fopori- 
fick influence over all prefenr, who fat with 
their eyes fixed upon the t;;ble, as if waiting in 
fufpeniion of thought for fomcthing to fet their 
faculties at work. 

They had continued in this flate for forr.c 
time, when a female entered and placed hcr- 
felf at the right hand of the fovereign. Her 
features were iirong, and mafculine; (he was 
drefled in the robes of independent royalty, 
and the haughtiners of her lnoks and deport- 
ment (hewed that (he cftecmed herfelf fupcrior 
to all the princes of the world. 

The moment (he entered, the whole council 
affumed a new appearance. The fovereign 
looked abaflied, and the minifters, rouzid from 
their former fcrenity, waited for her words 
with fear and trembling. " I ordered your 
<c attendance, (faidflic, looking fiercely fou mi, 
** rhe fire of her foul flaming from her eyes ;is 
** Ihe (poke) to let you know what I will, hay j 
€< done in the prefent conjuncture. I will no 
"•' longer bear to be braved th\:s by rrry vaftaN, 
w who by the" we&kncls of fomc of m^ prcue- 
* € Ceflbrs have acquired this unnatural power 
K of rebelling againft their fovcrcign. They 
** (hall be declared public enemies to the gene- 
•* ral (late, and the reft of the feudatories obi! j- 
<c ed to join their forces, according to the or- 
* c - dinance* of thofc who gave them the power 
**• they now poflefs, to reduce them totheirproper 
** ftate of obedience. When thefe have done 
** that, the troops of mv own dominions (hall 
**■ bumble them alfo. I will no longer be op- 
II 3 « nofed 
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lw pofedby fuch ingrateful flaves ; for fuch they 
c< v/cre, and fuch they (hall be again. And 
4C you, fir, (addrefling herfclf to the fovereign) 
" niuft enforce this fentence with your autho- 
" rity. The rank to which you have -been 
*' railed by your alliance with me, enables 
" you to do any thing, if you had but proper 
" i'pirit. 

iC Madam, (anfwered the fovereign) I — I — 
" I can do nothing. You have taken all the 
" power into your own hands, and left nothing 
u for me to do." 

" Yes, ( replied fhe, with a look - of the 
" higheft contempt) you can drink away your 
<c fenfes; and that is all you mind. Had I 
* ; been blefied with an hufband of fpirit equal 
" to my own, we mould have fubdued the 
" world. All mankind would have been my 
" Haves. But now the work is all my own; 
<c you only contribute an empty name."-~~- 
Thcn turning to her fecretary, " Let this de- 
" cree be notified to all the other vaiTals with- 
<c out lofs of time, that they may prepare to 
" obey it." 

" May it pleafe your moft auguft majefty > 
" (faid the fecretary, making an obeifance as 
" low as adoration) is this fentence. intended 
." only againft the principal power with whom 
<c you are at war ? Or are all his friends, thofe 
cc i mean who have not directly declared againft 
cc you, to be included?" 

" All, all; (anfvyered (he) their prefump- 
<c tlon is equal, and fo fhall be their punifh- 
" ment. Thofe who even hefitate to obey my 
<c commands I hold to be my enemies, and 
'* will treat them as fuch." 

. "Your 



THE RE V E R I E. 151 

€C Your moft facredrnajeuVs commands (re- 
> 44 plied the fecrctary) {houla be a law to art 
44 the world. Here is a memorial which I have 
44 this day received from the mini Iter of" his 
44 principal ally. It relates immediately to the 
44 purpole of this your majefty's moil magna- 
44 nimous and juft reiblution, their confeious 
44 dread of which anticipates your tremendous 
44 declaration." 

44 Let it be read ; . (faid me, impatiently) I 
* 4 will hear what it contains, though all the 
44 world fliall not make rac alter my refolu- 
44 tion." 

44 Far be it from your fervant to fuppofe 
44 any fuch thing; (anfwered the fecrctary) 
44 the will of fo mighty a princefs mould be as 
44 immutable as fate. Shall I read the whole, 
44 or only give a fummary of the contents ? It 
44 is very long; and not always conceived with 
44 that refpeft due to your fublimity, from the 
44 other fovercigns of the earth." 

44 The fubftance of it (replied (he haughti- 
<4 ly) will be as much as I mall hear, and 
* 4 more than I fcall pay regard to." 

44 Hem ! ahem ! In the iirft place, (faid he, 
€C clearing his voice, and cafting his eye upon 
44 the paper in his hand) the memorial ill prc- 
44 fumes to throw the blame of the prefent war 
44 entirely upon your majefty; accufmg you of 
44 a defign to overturn the juft rights and li- 
44 berties of thofe whom he calls the fovereign 
4 * princes and independent members of the 
44 ftate ; and in confequence of this accufation 
44 juftifies the oppofition made by your enemy, 
* 4 and the affiftance contributed by others to 
* 4 the fupport of a caufe common to them all. 
H4 "He 
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44 He prefumes likewifc to deny and proteft. 
14 agal-nft your irrefiftible majefty's undoubted*\ 
4 ' ri^ht of employing the authority of his moft. 
** fe.erie majefty, your royal confort,.in a dif- 
44 pute which interferes not with his ftate, but 
4 * Wongs entirely to your own hereditary do- 
*• '.minions, audacioufly and dire&ly infilling,. 
• v that, inftcad of aiding your majefty's defigns, 
t4 he ought to oppofe his whole force to defeat 
<4 tl;em, agreeably to the true intent of the 
%t high truit repoied in him when he wasraifed* 
•* to his prefent exalted ftation. In quality 
' 4 then of ibvertign of other dominions, he 
4 takes the liberty to upbraid your incompar-. 
« l able majefly with ingratitude, aflerting, that, 
1 without mentioning the many obligations 
tC conferred upon your royal anceftors, your 
•' mr.jcity has you rfclf been fupportcd on your 
44 throne by his amftance, againft the efforts 
44 of thofe very enemies of vour auguft houfe^ 
44 whom you have now moft unnaturally join- 
44 cd with againft him, your only firm and cf*.. 
44 feQual ally; and, lauly, he has the aflur- 
tw :;nce to declare, that he will now employ the 
44 feme power in defence of what he calls his 
4C own rights, and thofe of his allies ; with 
" which he moft infolently adds, that he fears 
" not to humble, that ingrateful— ; — " 

While the fecretary was making this recital, 
every feature of his' rmftrefs's face was difto.ted 
with the different paffions of pride, rage, and 
revenge ; . but thefe laft words hurried her be- . 
yond all patience. "Villain! (faid(he, fnatch-. 
" ing the memorial from his trembling hand. 
iC and throwing it in his face) How dareft thou 
44 repeat fiich infolence before me ? Obligations 
- " " V4 >o 
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** to him ! he only did his duty ; and was over- 
•* paid bjr my acceptance of it. My houfe, 
** the firft on earth, has a right to every thing 
44 in the power of inferior princes, to contri- 
•* bute to its exaltation ; nor fhall any petty, 
<c limited, fovereign prefume to call my com- 
••* mands in queftion, or cenfure mv making 
* € alliances with whom I pleafe. Whatever I 
** will is right; and this I will fupport againft 
** all their oppofition, while I have a fubjeft 
44 able to draw a fword." 

The vehemence with which /he fpokc thefe 
words awoke her royal con fort, who was Co 
affe£ted by the. rebuke fhe had given him juft 
before, that he fell afleep. Starting . therefore, 
« Hah ! What ! What oppofition r (laid h«« 
%c flaring about, and repeating her laftword) 
** What oppofition ? " 

"Peace, idiot! lot! (anfvvercd his gentki 
€ * mate) the only oppofition- 1 regard, is that 

c< of your indolence and limpidity. ' Then 

turning again to the fecretary, " Draw up the 
<c decree (continued fhe) dire£t!y, and enforce 
c< it with every exf>reffion uf conterrpt for the 
" writer of this infoient mem: rial. I'll fhew 
€£ him what regard I pay to his upbraiding ; 
c< and that I hold the fervice? he values himfelf 
€€ fo highly upon, to be all cancelled from the 
€€ moment he dared to difobey my fovereigu 
** will in any inftance." 

Saying this, fhe arofe; and, difmiffing the 
council with a motion of her hand, retired, 
fapr royal confort not venturing to fpeak & 
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CHAP. II. 

A ready falve for a fore confcience, with a pros- 
per reward for piety. An unexpected difap- 
pointmevt Jhews great nefs of foul in a Jlr iking 
light. A day concluded confidently. 

FROM council her majefty went into her 
own apartment, where (he met her confef- 
for, who was waiting for her. " I fent for you, 
" father, (faid fhe) to unburthen my confci- 
" ence, which cannot bear the weight of any 
* c thing that even looks like a crime. The 
" event of this war not immediately anfwering 
4i my expectations, I have confented to a pro- 
" pofd made to me, of having my enemy taken 
%t off by poifon : I have alfo given orders ta 
%c one of my generals, to march into the terri- 
4< tories of thofe ftates who refufed to join with, f 
" me in the war, and to burn and deftroy alL 
" before him, putting man, woman, and child* 
<c to the fword, to revenge the difrefpe&fuL 
<c manner in which they refufed to comply with 
44 my demands, and ftrike a terror into others 
* 4 for the future. Now, as I conclude that 
*•* both thefe orders have been put in execu- 
" tion this morning, I fent for you to receive 
" abfolution." 

" The piety of your moft facred majefty 
4< ( anfwered the ecclefiaftic ) is highly com* 
* 4 mendable, and deferves the indulgence of die 
" holy church in the moft unlimited degree, 

«Sud^ 
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c< Such things, to be fure, are in general crimi- 
44 nal; but particular circumftances may change 
* 4 their nature. The urgency of your majefty's 
* 4 affairs requires difpatch, and. your honour 
** mult be vindicated. Thefe con fiderat ions 
' €C are in themfelves of weight to authorize what 
<€ elfe ought to be avoided. But there is ano- 
€€ ther reafon ftill ftronger, and which makes 
" the actions that hurt the tendernefs of your 
** confcience meritorious, inftead of reprchen- 
* 4 fible. Your enemy is an heretic, and thtre- 
** fore out of the protection of all laws human 
** and divine ; and thofe who refufed to aflift 
<c you againft him, though not formally herc- 
c< tics themfelves as yet, difcover by that re- 
** fufal a kind of tendency that way, and 
<c fhould be prevented by whokfome chaftife- 
c * ment; the firft duty of all true fons of- the 
** church being to extirpate herefy." 

Having quieted her majefty's confcience by 
this pious diftindtion, he proceeded to tbe ce- 
remony of giving her abfolution, which he per- 
formed with a l'olemnity and parade equally 
impious and ridiculous on fuch an occafion. 

When this important affair was finifhcd, 
addrefling his penitent with a look of j«y, " I 
** have the happinefs ( faid he ) to congratulate 
** your majefty on the higheft honour which 
c< can be obtained in this world. Our moft 
** holy father, in token of his approbation of 
c< your zeal for the glory of the church, has- 
** thought proper to grant you art addition to 
44 your titles, which gives you the pre-emi- 
* nence over all the potentates on earth ; and 
*** has blefled me with the office of impofing it 
** in his name, whenever your majefty pleafes 
H 6 ^ \s* 
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" to appoint a time for the glorious ceremonies 
" which his wifdom has inftituted for that pur- 
"pofe." 

<c I have a juft fenfe of his holinefs's favour,, 
<c (anfsvcred £he) and (hall be glad to receive 
c< it in the proper manner as foon as poffiMe,, 
"as my whole foul is implicitly devoted to. 
" the ceremonies of our divine religion." 

<c To-morrow then (faid he) will I perform the - 
** facred office of this fecond baptifm, and give- 
<c you a title that {hall be exprefiive of the regard 
ct you fo nobly (hew at this time for the ad- 
* c vancement of the faith ; for which purpofe I 
" will go directly and give orders for adorning 
" the great church, with all the precious and, 
i4 coflly images, and relics of the faints and 
u angels, who will look dawn with pleafure 
u to behold your majefty raifed to a degree of 
" honour* fuperior even to their own. Yo*i; 
*' will pleafe to command all the great officers 
4t of ycur court.to attend, that nothing may 
" be wanting to make the ceremony truly. 
" grand." 

While her majefty was preparing for this 
great affair, my curiofity prompted me to fee. 
how her. royal confort difpofed of his time. 
As foon as the council was broken up, in 
which he made the important figure that 
has been related, he haftened, ta his own par- 
ticular apartments, where, throwing off the 
mockery of royalty with which he was encum- 
bered, he fat down with fome of his moft in- 
timajte favourites, to drown the cares of ftate 
in wine. 

The. conversion was fuited tp the occa>- 
fion. ** For my part (faid the fovereign, filling 
"his. rummer) I cannot conceive what plea- 
sure . 
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C4 Cure thofe. people iind in politics, and wore, 
44 and fiich like turbulent perplexing matters. 
" I never think of the former, that they do not 
44 make my head ake; though the truth is, her 
' 44; majefty, for the raoft part, feves me that.. 
44 trouble. And then, for fighting! I blefs 
44 my ftars I am no hero ; npr 7 while I have a r 
44 bottle of fuch wine as this, before me* envy 
** any of them their laurek* " 

" It would be happy for th$ world, (fold. 
*' one of the company, while the fovereign< 
44 quaffed off hi& ' bumper) if all princes , 
44 were of your majeftyY way of thinking. 
44 The plea/ures of life might then be enjoyed 

44 in peace and &tisfa£tian*?' This turned ^ 

thedifcourfe naturally on thofe pkafareg, which * 
they all talked over with the greateft keenneft, , 
till it was time to go to the opera, where his , 
majefty feldom failed to fpend the evening. 

His royal contort, elated at the thought of 
the mighty things which had been done for her 
that morning, and of the. facred honour fhe 
was to receive next day, went thither atfo, to , 
indulge the happinefs of her heart; but hap- 
pening in the cotirfe; of the entertainment to . 
©bferve that her hufband looked wkh more than 
common earnefttocfs at one of thq female per- 
formers, (be gayte, orders to one of her officers 
to remove her that very night out of her do- 
minions, without permitting her huiband to 
fee her, not bearing that any other fliould in- 
terfere with her in the only advantage (he 
reaped from her marriage. 

The ceremony t& the ttext day exceeded all* 
description* Every inftance of pomp, both fo- 
eular and religious, which fuperftiticn and va- 
nity 

6 
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nity could fuggeft, was difplayed to make tBe 
farce complete, without any regard to the danger 

■ of offending the Deity by fuch an hypocritical 
proftitution of rites appropriated to his fervice, 
and many of them appointed by himfelf. 

But the joy of her mod pious majefty was 
foon damped. She had flattered henelf, that 
the fcheme for poifoning her enemy was laid fo 
well, and committed to fuch trufty hands as to 
be fafe from difappointment or dete&ion. On 
this her confeflbr built fo ftrongly that he re- 
folved to promife fome fignal and fpeedy in- 

■ fiance of fuccefs, as a divine ratification of her 
new title. Accordingly, in the oration with 

: which he concluded the ceremony, he worked 
himfelf up into the appearance of prophetic 
enthufiafm, and ventured even to point out the 
death of her enemy, as if by immediate infpi- 
ration, defcribing his agonies in a rhetorical 
flourifh, and attributing his fate to the hand of 
Heaven, as a punifhment for his rebellion 
againft his fovereign. 

The effedfc which this had upon the multi- 
tude is not to be exprefled. Prepared by their 
natural fuperftition to believe every thing their 
priefts pleafed to tell them, theyloeked for the 
inftant accomplilhment of this prediction with 
fuch ftrong faith, that, had the expe&ed news 
arrived at that time, they would have received 
it implicitly as a miracle ; and moft probably 
have fallen down and worshipped their fove- 
reign, in whofe favour it would have appeared 
to have been wrought. 

But, unluckily for the poor prophet, juft as 
he had finiflied his declamation, an account was 
received that the attempt upon the king's life 

had 
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W mifcarried, and her moft pious majefty's 
privity to it been dete&ed in the plaineft man- 
nc r> fo as to refleft an indelible difgrace upon 
her in the eyes of the world ; and that her ar- 
m y> which was to have ravaged the territories 
°f his friends, had been reputfed with great 
'°fc, and by a body of fuch inferior force as to 
look like the immediate interpofition of Provi- 
dence. The confequence of this may be eafi- 
Jy conceived. The preacher was afeamed to 
wew his face : the glorious title was turned in- 
to ridicule ; and her majefty was overwhelmed 
with vexation at her difappointment. 

As foon as fee had recovered herfelf a little, 
fhe fummoned her council again on this im- 
portant occafion. After long deliberation, it 
was at laft concluded to give up a confiderable 
part of the territories of fome of her moft faith- 
ful friends, to one of the powers confederate 
with her in the war, to induce it to exert all 
its force to opprefs an enemy from whom they 
met fuch unexpected refiftance ; for, fo ftrong 
was the hatred of her foul againft him, that 
(he would ruin herfelf rather than he mould 
efcape ruin. As to the charge of being con- 
cerned in the infamous and horrid fcheme of 
poifoning him, fee affc&ed to treat it with 
contempt, as a gfoundlefs flandcr, to which 
fhe difdained to make any anfwer. 

But the fanguine hopes fee built upon this 
abfurd expedient, which brought into her 
neighbourhood a rival infinitely more danger- 
ous than the one whom fee wanted todeftroy, 
were foon overthrown. Her exprefles were 
fcarcc difpatched, when fee received an ac- 
count of the death of her ally, upon whofe 

affiftance 
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affiftance ins' depended ; and from whofe fcic- 
-ccaTar ihe had juft reafon to apprehend even 
worfe don die difappokttmentof her hopes, as 
•his ay owed attachment to her enemy had en- 
gaged her in intrigues agamft his life aifo^. 
which he had dHbovarcd^, and would now moft 
<probably fbew his rcfentment of, by turning 
iw forces againft her. . 

This event difconctrted all '■. her fcketnes, 
and ftiewed heft that this ram of her enemy, 
which ihe bad purfeed with fueh inveteracy, 
and flattered herfelf with the thought of being 
fo near, was now removed farther off than . 
ever, if not abibkrtely out of her power to ac- 
compLKh. However,, the Mind implacability 
*>f her fool was not to be convinced. She re* 
folved to double all her efforts ; fee ordered 
every fabjeft in her dominions to take arms ; 
and bdftiy propofed to the profeiftd enemies of 
her feith,tx> (hare with her the conqueft which 
they fliould affift her to make in a war, alledg- 
ed to have been undertaken on a religious mo- 
tive, facrificing -every obligation, human and 
divine, to an impotent defire of revenge; and 
thus concluded a day hallowed in the annals 
of her reign, by the reception of her facred 
tide. 

Such fcenes were too ftocking to be dwelt 
on. I refrlvcd to leave that court direfily ; 
and took the opportunity of travelling with a , 
courier whom her facred majefty fent to one of 
her allies, that I might take a view of that 
part of his dominions in which he refided at 
that time, and learn fomething of the man-? 
ners of the people with whom I was yet unac- 
quainted* 

CHAP/ 
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C H A P. III. 

Msrc happy effeSls of greatnefs ; with a new way 
of punijhing difobeditnce*> and making the rnofi- 
ofpvwtr. 

THE courier had fcarce entered the terri-. 
tories of the prince to whom he was fent, 
when he was feized by a band of free-hooters, 
who, without any regard to his chara&er, 
dragged him away to their chief. It was late 
When he fell into their hands; and as they had 
prowled to a confiderable diftance from home, 
they concluded to ftop at their own place of 
habitation till morning. 

Nothing could equal the brutal behaviour 
of thefe lavages, but their worfe than brutal- 
infolence, and the mifery in which they lived. 
They threw their captive into the corner of a 
hovel, in which the leader of the gang dwelt, 
among their (wine and cows ; the beft place m . 
the hut, if any could be called by that title, 
being referved for their horfee, who fared in. 
every refpeft better than their matters ; and 
then, devouring a mefs of food which any hu- . 
man creatures, not immediately impelled by fa* 
mine, would have turned from with loathing, 
lay down to fleep H|K>n an heap of ftraw, all • 
mured together, without any regard to decen- 
cy or difference of fex, where they fnored till ; 
next morning ; when they arofe as foon as it 
w: Ifght, and licking up wfeat their dogs had s 

Wfc. 
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left of their over-night's fare, hurried their cap- 
tive away to their lord. 

When they arrived at his caftle they met him 
going to his {tables, and, falling on their knees 
in the wet and mire with which the whole 
place was plentifully covered, informed him 
of their fuccefs. The courier, without waiting 
for his lordfhip's making them any reply, ad- 
cVeffed him boldly, and, telling what be was, 
complained heavily of the outrage he had fuf- 
fered, and demanded to be fet immediately at 
liberty, to purfue his journey, as he was charged 
with difpatches of the utmoft importance to his 
fovereign. The air of freedom with which he 
fpoke offended the pride of the mighty lord ; 
but his dignity was ftruck at by this laft word 
in a manner that he did not think proper to 
bear, for he would not have his vaffajs even 
fufpecSr. that he paid obedience to any power 
upon earth. " Take hence that Have, .( faid 
" he, without deigning to look at him) and 
c< throw him into the dungeon* I'll chaftife 
" him for his infolence. My fovereign ! A 
Ci nobleman owns no fovereign." Then turning 
to his people, . -who frill continued kneeling, 
" What more have you brought me? (faid he) 
" I fent you word that I was going to at- 
" tend the great convention of the ftates, and 
"wanted money." 

To this terrible fpeech the principal of the 
gang anfwered, that they had no money them- 
felves, nor were able to get any, though they 
had fcoured the whole country in fearch of it. 
<c Villains ! dogs ! (exclaimed his lord, flying 
" at the poor trembling wretch, and beating 
" him unmercifully with his horfe-whip) Tell 

" me 
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" me not that you have no money. You muft 
<c find it for me, or Til fell yourfelves, your 
tc wives and children, for flaves. Be gone ; 
c< and either bring; me money to-morrow morn- 
c< ing, or every female in your families. I'll 
c * make you know that I will be obeyed." 

The wretches went away without daring to 
expoftulate, while their potent lord ftrutted off, 
fwollen with the thought of having fo many of 
liis fellow-creatures iubjeft to his pleafure. 

As foon as he entered his caftle, he ordered 
the courier to be brought before him again, and 
laving reprimanded him feverely for behaving 
"with fuch infolence to a perfon of his import- 
ance, difmifled him, now that his own vaflals, 
into whom he meant to ftrike a terror 8 , were 
departed. Every thing about him was in cha- 
racter. His caftle, which his own people 
thought one of the grandeft palaces in the 
world, was a mean, incommodious, but indif- 
ferently ftrong place ; the furniture, fome of it 
rich, Dut old, aukward, and ill-fuited, and 
moll: of the lefler conveniences of life utterly 
wanting ; and here was this petty tyrant ferved 
with a parade and oftentation, which were a 
fevere though juft ridicule upon the pomp and 
vanity of ftate. 

There was fomething fo new to me in this 
fcene, that I refolved to purfue it farther. I 
therefore quitted the courier for the company 
of this nobleman, with whom I faw I fhould 
have an opportunity of travelling to the court, 
when he fhould go to the convention of the 
ftates, in equipping his horfes, for which grand 
occafion he fpent the reft pf the day $ for on 
them was all his pride difplayed. 

The 
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The next morning produced a fccne that was 
a difgrace to the human name. His wretched 
vaffals, in obedience to his dread commands, 
came with all their mothers, fitters, wives, and 
daughters, for he had made no exception of age 
or infirmity, . driven before them like a herd of 
cattle to the market. They alfo brought all 
their worldly fubftance, confifting of the. 
wretched utenfils of their houfes, their imple- 
ments ot*;hu(bandry, and their cattle, to give 
in the place- of their women, if their lord would 
be gracioufly pleafed to accept of the -exchange, 
and let them ftarve together. 

The cries of the females, and the diftrefs. 
painted in the faces of the men, for they did . 
not dare to complain, are not to be exprefled j 
but neither made any impreffion on their lord,. . 
whofe noble heart was above the vulgar weak- - 
nefFcs of humanity. "So! (faid he fternly) then 
Ci you have dared to difobey my commands, and . 
<€ not brought me the money?" 

u Mighty lord ! ( anfwered an ecclefiaftic, 
" who had ventured to come as their intercef- 
" for) they have obeyed your commands as far 
14 as was in their power, and brought all their 
" women 3 but money it was irtipoffible for 
u them to bring. The armies^ which have 
cc marched fo often through the country of 
"late, have plundered them of every thing 
44 which they might fell to raife money for your 
44 ufc; nor "do travellers venture to carry any 
" thing valuable with them in fuch -dangerous 
" times; fo that they cannot obtain any that 
ic way neither. Have companion therefore on 
*< their diftrefs, and tear not from them their 
". families, the only comfort which they enjoy 

44 iu. 



THE REVERIE. 165 

^ in life. They have brought all their poor 

'"fiibftance." 

While the prieft was making this pathetic 

addrefs, the lord was viewing his property, and 

bargaining for them with fome Jewi(h fiave- 

Jnerchants, whom he had fummoned on the 

occauon, and who are always ready to purchafb 

fuch unhappy creatures, to fell again to the 

Turks. " It is in vain for you to fpeak (faid 

"he, when he had concluded his bargain) 

<c whatever I command fhali be done; and 

41 fince they have negle£feed to provide money, • 

c< their women flaall go. This will teach them 

** to bo more diligent another time. They 

<€ mind nothing now but dallying with their 

Cc wives ; but they'll do better when they are 

<c gons."— — -Saymg this, he made a fignal to 

the Jews, who drew out the number they had 

bought, and, paying down their price, drove 

them away, without the leaft regard to their 

caries anddiftrefe at this violation of all the 

tendered ties of nature. 

The horror I felt at this abominable tyran- 
ny is not to be exprefled ; nor the gratitude 
Avith which I offered up mv thanks to Heaven, 
fbr the ineftimablehappinefs of living in a count- 
try where I was fecure from fuch outrage* 
sigainft the common rights of mankind. " Too 
** happy Britons ! (faid Itomyfelf, intheover- 
c< flowing of my heart) did you but know your 
€ ' own happinefs ! You live under the protec- 
cc tionof laws ena&ed by yourfelvcs ; under the 
cc government of a prince who exerts his power 
** only in a&s of benevolence and virtue ! " 
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CHAR IV. t 

Account of an uncommon kind' of - council \ with 
it? natural- con^lafion, 

WHEN this important affair was finiflied, 
the nobleman fet out for the convention 
of the'ftates, with a numerous and grand reti- 
nue. The country through which he travelled 
bore every* where the fame appearance with his 
own territories; the vaflals in the moft abject 
flavery and wretchednefs, and their- tyrants in 
flovenly profufion, and aukward fplendor. 

The convention to which the nobles were all 
at this time going, was one of the moft glaring 
inftances of human abfurdity. It was held in 
a large pjain, wliereall thefe petty tyrants met 
on horfe^back, armed, and at the head of their 
vaflals, under the fpecious pretext of delibera- 
ting on the public welfare ; but how likely they 
were to promote it is fufficiently obvious : for if 
the voice elf reafon is feldom heard with refpect 
in the beft regulated afiemblies, and among the 
moft civilized people, where every precaution 
which human prudence can fuggeft is taken, to 
prevent the animofity irtfeparable from dif- 
ference of fentiment, from breaking out into a&s 
of violence, what muft be expected from a num- 
ber of men like thefe, bred up in lawlefs info- 
lence and outrage, and gathefing together with- 
out a rule to direct, or power to controul them, 
prepared to fupport their own opinions by force 

when 
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when arguments mould fail, let them never be 
fo extravagant and unjuft; what, I fay, mint 
be expe&ed from fuch a meeting but tumult, 
confufion, and flaughter? ■ 

This confequence was fo well known to their 
Sovereigns, that, although they could not ab- 
rogate a cuftom hallowed by its antiquity, 
* whofe fan&ion too often makes abfurdity vene- 
rable, and which owed its rife to the moft bar- 
barous ignorance, they never would confent to 
■fo dangerous and ineffectual an expedient, ex- 
cept in times of public calamity, when "their 
licentious fubjecls extorted fuch a conceflion 
from them ; for the right of convening them 
***as entirely in the fovereign, from whom the 
supreme P° wer m * ts utmoft latitude was tranf- 
* c *"red to the collective body of the nobles the 
foment they met, and for the time of their 
c ominuing together ; which, however, was al- 
ways limited to one day, to obviate their abu- 
**rjg their truft. 

They afiembled accordingly at fun-rife, and 
*^parating from their attendants, who flood 
^*~ound them at fome little diftance, waited for 
^Kearrival of their fovereign, to explain to them in 
*Orm the caufe of his fummoning them to meet. 
^*he time of their waiting was fpent in forming 
^abals, fomenting their mutual difcontents, 
^nd ftimulating each other to fedition, by ag- 
gravating every exertion of the royal authority 
*i\to a breach of their priv Hedges, and an en- 
croachment on the liberty of the public ; in 
behalf -of which they declaimed with as much 
vehemence as if they were^refolved to banifli 

Sranny from the- face of the earth, and reftore 
1 mankind to their original equality. 
- -■' 5 At 
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At length the fovereign appeared in a mag- 
nificence almoft exceeding imagination; but 
his looks (hewed that grandeur often gilds 
unhappinefs. Advancing into the midft of the 
ailembly, he opened the convention with a 
moft affefljng fpeech, in which he fet forth the 
public diftrdfes in the moft lively and pathe- 
tic colours ; and.defired their affillance to re>» 
medy them, with as much condefcenfion as 
was confident with the dignity of his rank. 

But it was far from their intention to com- 
ply with any thing he fhould require: they 
fcarce gave him liberty to finifh his fpeech, 
when, throwing off all refped and reftraint, an 
hundred mouths opened upon him at once, ac- 
cufing him of being the caufe of all the public 
calamities, by the weak and pernicious mea- 
fures of his government ; and upbraiding him 
with tyranny, and a defign of overturning the 
liberties of his fubje&s, which he had (worn to 
maintain. 

The fovereign, unable to prevent, and, un- 
willing to hear fuch indignities, thought pro- 
per to retire, and leave them, to purfue their 
deliberations among themfelves, from which he 
had never expe&ed any advantage, though their 
clamours had obliged him to call them toge- 
ther. The event was what reafon muft eafily 
forefee. All was tumult, riot, and confufion. 
Every one fpoke at once ; and though in the 
main they all intended the time thing, which 
was to dethrone their fovereign, that they 
might aft their ravages with impunity, till 
another could be defied ; their ungoverned 
heat and impatience defeated their defign, and 
made them fall into the fnares of fome who 

were 
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were his friends, who defignedly raifed a quar- 
rel in which all took part ; and in their mad- 
nefs fell to fighting, they l&ney knew not for 
what, nor cared with whom, without a ponl- 
tility of their being calmed to conclude upon 
any thing. Their attendants, whom they 
brought to awe their fovereign, thinking it 
their duty to affift their lords, joined in the 
fray, which foon became more horrible than 
any pitched battle* every one murdering his 
neighbour without diftin&ion of friend or foe. 
Night at length feparated the furvivors, who, 
without ever enquiring what had been the caufe 
of the quarrel, returned to their refpe&ive 
homes, enflamed with the irioft virulent ani- 
mofity againft each other, which they wreak- 
ed with a fury that aggravated the public cala- 
puties a thoufand-fold. 

The confequence of this conftant end of thofe 
meetings, and which only could induce the fove- 
reign to fubmit to the hard expedient of per- 
mitting them, was, that it generally delivered 
him from a great part of bis enemies, and di- 
verting the rage of the reft from him for a time, 
left trim at liberty to purfue his own meafures, 
with whatever friends he had i>een able to at- 
tach to him j for all their power ended with 
the day, they having no right to meet again 
without a new fummons, which foch an event 
gave him juft reafon to refufe, could they evert 
be reconciled among themfelves to require it. 

From this horrid fcene I went to court, with 
one of thofe who had firft began the quarrel ; 
and having flipped out of the danger, as foon 
as he had fet them together by the ears, haf- 
tened, as feon as all was over, to give an ac^ 

Vol. II. I . . count 
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count of the event to the minifter. The plea- 
fure with which the latter received the ftiock- 
ing detail was painful to humanity to behold. 
He made it be repeated to him over and over, 
that he might not lofe the minuteft circum- 
fiance, and then went with the pleafing news 
to his matter* 

The moment he came into his prefence, c< I 
44 congratulate your majefty (faid he, with an 
xc air of exultation) on the event of the con-» 
" vention. It has concluded properly in 2 
C4 general broil, in which the greateft part of 
* 4 your enemies have met the fate they de- 
" ferved." 

High as the triumph of the minifter was, he 
could not communicate his joy to his matter, 
* 4 It is a melancholy cafe (anfwered the king, 
<4 with a deep-drawn figh) that afovereign, who 
* 4 ought to be the father of his people, and ftu- 
* 4 dy only their happinefs, fliould have reafoa 
* 4 to hear fuch an horrid account with plea- 
sure." 

44 I have often told your majefty, (replied 
* 4 the minifter) that this injudicious tendernefs 
* 4 was the ruin of your affairs* Had you let 
44 your enemy be taken off in the manner I 
* 4 propofed before the war broke out, you 
* 4 would have avoided all the misfortunes 
* c which you have experienced fince. There 
* 4 is no being any thine by halves. A great 
44 man is above the reftraints which bind the 
44 prejudices of weaker people.'* 

44 Would to Heaven ( returned the king ) 
44 that I had never afpired to that wretced cha- 
* 4 rafter. All the true happinefs of life was in my 
5' jpoffeffion, and I was bleffed with a tafte to 

44 enjoy 
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w dnjoyit; but I unhappily miftook the part 
* nature had defigned me, and afpiring at what 
u I could not be, fell from that which I 
^was." 

" Why will your majefty (interrupted the 
*' minifter, with an accent of the moft engag- 
** ing tendernefs and fubmiffive expoftulation)- 
c< torture yourfelf with thefe vain refle&ions ? 
*' Every thing you have done was with the 
€c beft and greateft deiigns; and if fortune has 
* { hitherto frowned upon your attempts, the 
** fault lies not in you ; nor mould ycu be dif- 
*' couraged by the difappointment. Perfever- 
^ance conquers the greateft difficulties - 9 and 
%i one lucky event may yet put you in poflef- 
* c fion of all your hopes. At any rate, it is 
^' beneath you to retreat now. It would argue a 
* 4 deje&ion more difgraceful than a thoufand 
%l defeats. Refume your fpirits therefore, and 
*' hope for the beft. You have many rcfourccs 
%t yet, before it can be neceflary for you to 
ni fubmk to the diflionour of receiving peace 
€< from your infulting foe ; a foe whofe affairs 
x * have been often in a much more defperate 
c< fituation than your's, till his refolution re- 
** trieved them." 

«' My dear baron ! ( anfwered the king, 
* c fomewhat encouraged by this fpeech) I leave 
** every thing to you. I know your attach- 
* c ment to my intereft ; I know your abilities, 
V and confide in them. Do you what you 
.* think beft $ and may Heaven grant you luc- 
* cefe." 
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CHAR V, 

.Myjlery of favouritifm. A remarkable inftance qf 
the art of making the rnoft of a misfortune. 

THERE was fomething in the abfolute 
afccndancy which this minifter evident- 
ly po/Tefled over his fovereign, fo contradictory 
to the natural reafon, and fpirited fenfibility, 
which marked the looks of the latter, that my 
curiofity led me to take a view of both their 
characters, that I might fee by what means it 
"had been obtained. 

The prince was defcending faft into the vale 
•of years. He looked dejected, and melancho- 
]y had thrown over his whole appearance a veil 
of liftlefsnefs and diffidence, whofe gloom ob- 
icured the luftre of his virtues. 

Born to the fovereignty of dominions on 
which nature had beftowed her bteffings with 
a bounteous hand, the firft cares of his life had 
been exerted to improve them by every aflift- 
ancc of induftry and art. The fuccefs exceeded 
lys moft fanguine hopes ; encouraged by his 
fmiles genius raifed its head in his court, an3 
every finer art flouriihed in the funfhine of his 
favour. 

So fair a morning promifed the brighteft 
day ; "but ambition foon overcaft its radiance, 
;and he forfeited thofe folid advantages, to grafp 
at this crown, more dazzling than his own to. 
a fuperficial view* but far Jefs rich in every read 
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good, without being warned by the fete of his 
rather, who had fliip-wreckcd his happinefs 011 
the fame rock. 

Adorned with every virtue that dignifies hu- 
manity, he feemed defigned by Heaven to 
niake his people happy ; but the excefs even of 
thefe virtues produced the contrary effedt. He 
fed contra&edan intimacy in his earlieft youth, 
When the tendermind receives the ftrongeft im- 
preffions, with his prefpnt minifter, who was- 
placed in an honourable employment' about his 
fierfon by the king his father. 

^ The fuperiority which a few years advance 
^ives in the beginning of life, generally im- 
prints a refpe<9: difficult to be got over ever af- 
ter. This perfon was bleflcd with every quali- 
fication which nature could beftow, to improve 
*he advantages of his fituation-, nor wanted ad- 
drels and care to exert them in their utmoft 
force. He foon attached the infant fondnefs of 
his young, matter by every pleafing art, and; 
as his reafon (began, to expand itfelf, attracted 
tije* refpe& of that alfo, by difplaying his own 
Superiority in the moil ftrikihg though delicate 
fight. 

The talents and difpofition of the prince were 
ftich as, in the general fenfe of the world, de- 
nominated him rather good than great ; whereas 
thofe of his favourite, on the contrary, were all 
of the other kind, and calculated to make a 
tioife and figure in the higheft fcenes of life. 

In a good mind friendfhip often arifes from 
the fame caufe which would have produced en- 
Vy in one of a different caft. The prince ad- 
mired the qualities which he was confcious he* 
Wanted himfelf j and as they were never often-* 
■ • I 3 tatioufly 
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tatioufly fhewn in oppofition to him, foon coir- 
ceived the ftrongeft efteein for their owner* 
and refolved to reap the benefit of them, by at- 
taching him to his kitereft. The other, who 
foon faw the fuccefc of his hopes, omitted no- 
thing that could poflibly improve the influence 
he had acquired. He ftudied every turn of hi& 
temper, and read his inclinations as foon as 
they arofe j fo that he was able. to anticipate 
his very wishes. 

But the principal thing that eftabfifhed hia 
afcendancy beyond a poflibility of being fup- 
planted, was the perfonal attachment, which 
he fhewed upon every occafion for his mafter,. 
whofe pleafure appeared to be the only objeft of 
his attention and regard ; and to which he was 
ready to facrifice the ftrongeft ties of nature* 
Of this he had had the good fortune to give ai* 
early irfftance of fuch a nature, as. made reafon. 
and pafSon equally join to confirm ^lis empire 
ever the prince's heart. 

He had fallen in love with a moft beautffyl 
and accomplifhed young lady, heir^fc tp <?ne> p{ 
the rkheft npbles of the kingdom, aad -was G* 
happy as to have his paflion not dnly returned! 
by her, but alfo approved of by her father. 

In the overflowing of his heart, on this joy- 
ful occafion,. he defcribed his intejided bride i$ 
fuch rapturous terms to the pririce, that he rai- 
led his curiofity to fee her, when her charms, 
made fuch an impreffion. upon his heart, nature 
ally fufccptible of every warm fenfation, that 
he could not refrain from gazing at her with 
an earneftnefs too plain to be mifunderftood* 
though refpeft reftrained them from feeming ta 
take notice of it. Inattentive to the confer 

<jueng$ 
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^uence of fuch aa indulgence, the prince re- 
peated his vifits fo frequently, that the lovers 
took the alarm, and {he feigned ficknefs, to* 
waive an honour which began to give them 
pain. 

The manner in which he informed the prince 
of her illnefs opened his eyes to the nature of 
it. He took the hint in a proper light; and, as. 
he had never had any particular dengn in vifit- 
ing her, found no difficulty in refolving to go 
no more. But it was eafier to form than keep 
fuch a refolution.. Her beauty had taken 
too ftrong pofleffion. of his heart to be fo eafi- 
ly expelled, and he was actually in love, with- 
out having fufpected any fuch thing. 

As refpeft had made the favourite conceal' 
his fears, fo delicacy kept the prince in filence 
alfo. He refolved to fubdue his paflion, how- 
ever difficult the attempt ; nor would feem to 
underftand a fufpicion that implied a doubt of 
his generofity. But his behaviour foon be- 
trayed the conflict in his breaft. He grew me- 
fencholy, fought retirement, and particularly. 
avoided the company of his favourite, whole 
happinefs, though he would not obftruft, he 
could not think of, without pain. 

The other immediately perceived the criti- 
calnefs of his fituation, and was in the higheft 
diftrefs how to aft between love and ambi- 
tion ; for he too plainly faw that one muft be> 
fecrificed, to fecure the other. While he was. 
in this fufpence, an unexpected event decided* 
tjie difficulty. 

The king, whofe age had not cooled his paf- 

fibn, happened one day to fpeak warmly in* 

praife -of the young lady's beauty j her lover,. 

I 4^ who 
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who was prefent, was fufficiently acquainted 
with his temper, to fee the confequence of this. 
He knew that he had been afl his life a profef- 
ftd votary of love, and had never flopped at any 
thing, however unjuftiiiable. to gratify his de- 
li res. Convinced, therefore, that he muft ine- 
virab'y lofe his miftrefs, his ready genius fug- 
gcited it to him to difpofe of her in fuch a. 
manner as (hould turn the lofs to his advan- 
tage. He inftantly waited upon the prince, 
and throwing himfelf at his feet, with an air of 
the moft paffionate and refpe&ful tendernefs, 
44 What (faid he) is the caufe of this gloom. 
44 which hangs upon my prince's brow I What 
44 uneafinefs preys upon his heart, which he 
** conceals from his faithful and devoted fervant? 
" Say, I conjure you, is there anyremedy in my 
44 power to procure? If my life, if any thing, 
44 dearer than my life can give you but a mo-, 
44 ment's pleafure, fpeak, and you fhall' fee that 
44 I hold nothing in competitipn with it.** 

The prince was fo ftruck with this unex- 
pected addrefs, that he had' no power to make 
any anfwer ; but his filence fufficiently expref- 
fed what the other wanted. 4C It is fo, (conti- 
44 nued he,, embracing his knees in a well-feig- 
44 ned rapture) my anxious heart divined aright j 
44 the charms of Loulfa have attracted your re-^ 
44 gard. Take her ; and may you both be hap- 
44 py. I refign her to a worthier lover. Let 
44 what will be my fete, my happinefs fhall ne^ 
44 ver interfere with yours. 

It is impoffible to exprefs what the prince 
felt at fuch an exalted inftance of regard* He 
raifed him from the ground, and embracing 
Urn tenderly, 44 No, my dear baron t ( (kid he, 

«a& 
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* c as foon as he could fpeak) I cannot, will 
<c not putyour attachment to fuch a fevere 
* c trial. The very offer you have made is a 
c< pain to me to hear ; and I were the moft un- 
c< generous of men, fliould I take advantage of 
« it." 

Thefe words, but a few hours before, would 
have madfe the baron happy ; but circumftances 
were altered now, and he was refolved to com*- 
plete the obligation, by appearing to beftow 
what he could not keep. He therefore repeated * 
his offer fo ftrongly, that he at length fubdued 
all the prince's fcruples, and brought him to a* 
compliance which his heart panted for. 



CHAP. VI. 

Continued. A iShrour for the female mind. Fear * 
and refentmeut triumphant over love and virtue* 

BUT this was much the eafieft part of Y\\s . 
undertaking. The prince's inclinations .: 
aflifted his arguments, but his miftrefs's were 
on. the oppofite fide. She really loved him, 
-and'had befide fo high a fenfe of honour arid, 
.vjrtue, that it feemed in vain to attempt pdr- 
ftiading her to take a ftfep fo contrary to her 
principles, and fo deftfcu&ive to her paffion. . 
Hut he was not to be difcouraged by difficiil- - 
ties. He had conquered his own love, and his ; 
opinion of female cbnftancy was not fcr hrgh'as . 
to make him defpair of the fame fiicdefs w|th j 
fc Ifcry though he judged that feme tf&tftift^ht.: 
: ' ' I 5 \^> 
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be neceflary to fays appearances.. He went t<> 
her, therefore, direftly, wheix he left the prince,, 
and putting on an air of the deepeft diitrefs, on 
her inquiring teaderly what ailed him, burft in-^ 
to a flood of tears,, arud turned from her j thp 
regret which he really felt at the thought of 
loiing her affifting his defign. 

Struck with fuch ftrange behaviour, flie ea- 
jgerly aflced him what could be the matter? 
when, looking wiflifully in her face for fome^ 
moments, "OLouifa! (faid he) muft I lofe 
46 you? Why have I not power to fupport my 
46 right againft thelawlefe invafions of tyranny? 
, " Good Heaven ! ( exclaimed (he, terrified- 
•* and amazed ) What can you mean ? What 
44 tyrant invades your right? Or, who fhould 
44 take me from you?" 

44 And have you not heard of it. then? (faid 
44 he) Has not the mandate yet arrived, that is 
44 to tear you for ever from my arms ? Give 
44 orders to be 3enicd to everyone, even to the 
** king. Let them fay you are fick,. confined 
• c to your bed ; or any thing, to prevent youiv 
44 being feen.. I muft leave you now; but I 
* 4 will return, piivately, in half an hour, when* 
• 4 it will be dark, and unfold the whole of our 

44 misfortunes to you." Saying this, he le'ft 

. her -abruptly, with all the appearance of dif- 
fraction and defpair. 

The aftonifliment and terror? with which this.: 
.ilruek the lacry, may b& eaftly conceived., 
' £he ihflrantly gave the orders he defired, and 
withdrew to her chamber, where fhe waited 
for his return^ with the moft* anxious impa- 
tience.. At length he came j and, being admit-. 
I 1^4. with every afettning cixcumibnce of cjau- 

tjoi* 
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tfon and fear, after fome moft paflionate excla-* 
mations at the fe verity of his fate, he acquaint- 
ed her of the king's having unhappily taken a 
piking to her ; the confequence of which was, 
,that he would certainly enjoy her either by per- 
fuafion or force.. 

The character of the king made fuch a.ftory. 
too probable, efpecially as a woman wants buf 
Jktle proof of the power of her beauty. She 
feemed aftonilhed at the news, and expreffed" 
.the ftrongeft concern ; but vanity gliffened 
through her grief, and the many and particur 
lar queftions which flie afked betrayed a levi,- 
.ty at leaft, which leffened her in her lover's 
eyes. , 

As foon as fhe had recovered herfelf, how- 
ever, from the firft emotions of her furprize, 
{he afked if there was no way of efcaping fuch 
a misfortune? and even propofed an immediate 
.marriage, to prevent it; but he replied, that 
fijeh a rafh expedient would only provoke the 
.Jking's refentment to his ruin, without being 
fuiy protection to her, as he had fhewed qji 
many occafions, tjiat he made light even .qf 
.that facredtie, when it interfered wit)i his ple#- 
fiires.. 

When be had let her dwell upon her fears- 
for fome time, which he ftill heightened by 
peyr circupoftances of danger, from the capri- 
<cj<?us an4 cruel temper of the king, whofe: 
fital effec~b, the objects he was one ntf>- 
ment fondeft of often felt the next, the leaflr 
violent of which was to be immured for life in* 
a convent, he at kngth anfwered to her re- 
peated intreaties of devifing foxpe way for her 
4^ol escape fuch a iriisfortune, that he knew but 
16 o£ 
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of one which would prevent the king's defign$|; . 
but at the fame time would be equally deftruc^ 
tive to his own hopes. 

M O name it ! ( faid (he eagerly, terrified to 
ic death at the thought of a convent)* Name any 
" thing that will fave me. from him ; and Hea- 
** ven will infpire us with fome means fbr ac- 
44 quiring evey thing elfe afterwards." 

" The prince (anfweredhe with a figh) ihfc 
** prince alone can lave you from him." 

" Why do you hefitate then to"appJy to him? 
M ( interrupted {he eagerly ) his friendfhip, his 
M ' goodriefs will do any thing," \ ' 

" Say rather his love j (replied hfc) for that. 
#< alpne can do it." ^ 

•• ■ ■ " His love ! I underftand you not.'* 
■ ■ '^Nothing but the love of the fon cam 
** fave you from that of the father. You. muft 
44 inftantly refolve,. therefbre, which you will;* 
** accept of., The king waftfes no time in* 
€i courtfliip. He will apply dife&ly to y our 
4< father,, and tempt his ambition with fome 
" gilded hait; or, if that fftould not prevail,, 
"what fubjeft can refifl: a monarch's power?; 
•'The minifters of his pleafures maybe thjs; 
*' moment at the gate." 

" Direft me Heaven ! IS there no other* 

tl Way, no other method of avoiding thU dread-- 
" ful alternative? Befide, the prince — he his, 
*" never declared.. Whajt fhajl I, can I da? 
;•« No ! I will die filfft. Let us this inftaftt ffy 
* ** this hated place, It were better to live fa a. 
" defert, than under fiibje&ion to fuch tyraa- 
"ny." * 

-r— ». <c O my Louifa ! it were bappiftefi to. 
* UVe any where with you J butj alas J- whitter 

«<xmldi 
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•* could we fly to efcape his power ?.' We fhould* 
** only heap tenfold ruin on our heads by fucti 
•*• an attempt. No ! fince I cannot be blefled 
* 4 with you myfelf, Jet me confult your happi- 
44 nefs. The prince loves you, paffionateljr 
* 4 loves you. His eyes, his* whole behaviouf 
44 has long fince declarecf.it. He. is generous; 
44 tendfer, and conftant ; and" with him I (hall 
4< at lead have the confolation of feeing you 
44 happy : confider the difference.between being 
** dragged away by violence to the loathfome 
44 bed of an old imperious tyrant, the beft re- 
44 leafe- to be exgefied from whfch, is to bb 
4C locked up for ever in a convent ;, and' yield- 
44 ihg to a young and. amiable prince, whofe 

44 heart doats on yeu." : Then feeing that 

her refolution began to waver, "I will go 
44 (continued he) this inftant,, and refign my 
44 pretentions to him ; and % make him believe 
4< that I facrifice to his favour, what is the ef- 
44 fe& of irreftftible neceflity. ; for he knows 
"not of his father's intentions. Do you, O 
44 Loujfa!' imitate my example, and, appearing 
44 ignorant of our misfortune, yield as if from 
44 inclination. It will enhance the favour, 
44 and eftablifli his love on the folid hafts of 
44 efteem. I'll go this inftant and fend him. 
44 to you. A moment's paufe for thought 
44 would lead me into madriefs and defpair. 
H Take care to, be denied by every-one but 
"him." 

The fituation in which he left her it hard 
to be defcribed.. Her love for the baron, her 
principles of honour and virtue, all refifted the 
complying with the prince ; but, on the oppo- 
£tp hand, there was no other way of efcaping 
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from hjs father ; and the baron's making the 

Eopofal raifed a refentment that almoft bal- 
need her paffion for him ; for (he would have- 
had him meet ruin rather than think of parting 
with her. 

. In this diftrefs, Oie formed a thoufanct dif- 
ferent refolutions \ but was ftill unrefolved till 
the arrival of the prince decided the conflict * 
when the reluflance with which flie yielded 
confirmed him in the opinion of her love for 
the baron, and confequently of the greatnefs of 
the facrifice he had made to him, to prevent 
,the leffening the merit of which, by a difco- 
very of the motive, the latter took care to make 
the prince's amour immediately public ; which 
prevented the king's taking any farther notice 
of her. 

. This affair, which in the heginning threat- 
ened to ruin the baron in the prince's favour, 
by this prudent management fecured it to him 
for ever. He thought it impoffible that a man,, 
who had made fuch a facrifice to him, fhouldi 
. not be as faithful to his intereft in every in- 
ftance ; and the king, his father, foon after dW 
ing, he reiigned the reins of government ao^ 
fofutely into his hands* 
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CHAP. VIJ. 

Jtyftery of favouritifm concluded. The neceffarj. 
effecls of ridicule. Minijleriql ufe of unli- 
mited power ; with the natural confequence of 
ill-placed confidence^ 

THE firft ufe which- the new minifter 
made of his power was, to traverfe the- 

meajTures, and remove all the minifters of the 
late king. To reconcile his matter to a ftep- 
fc contrary to the natural mildnefs and bene- 
volence of his temper, he had long taken every 

.pccafion to decry the underftanding of the late 
king, and turn all his ways into ridicule. 
Every man has peculiarities which will not bear 

^ to be (hewn feparately, and in an unfavourable 

. Jjjght. Not considering that he was guilty of 
many,, equally inconfiftent, and r.eprehenftble, 
the young king had infenfibly accuftomed him- 
jfelf to find, fault with, and deride the oddities 
and foibles of his father, which his favourite 
was never weary of difplaying in the muft lu- 
dicrous light. 

The fling of ridicule is always poifoned. 

. Though the wound it marks is at firft fo flight 
as evjen to be overlooked, the deadly venom 
fbon fpreads througb-the whole body, and in- 
fers the moft diftant parts. From laughing at 
- fhe late king's foibles, the tranfition was eafy 
to hold his moil ferious meafures in contempt. 
He that was a fool in one thing, could not 
te wj& in any j nor were the fervants, who 

could 
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could proftitute thcmfelves fo far as to mi- 
nifterto his folly, worthy of truft from a'wiftr 
mafter. 

The court immediately affumed a new ap- 
pearance. Every office of honour and profit was 
filled with the minifter's creatures ; while the 
king, who faw only with his favourite's eyes, 
looked fo coldly on all who difdained to enter 
themfelves into that ignominious lift, that they 
forebore coming into his prefence, where they 
were fure of being infulted by thofe whom but 
a little before they wo'uld have fcorned even to 
fpeak to ; and left him invironed with" a mer- 
cenary band, joined by their common intereft 
in a confederacy, to keep honour, truth, and. 
juftice at a diftance from the throne* 

In the mean time, the minifter was not at a: 
lofs how to maintain the influence he had ac- 
quired. He flattered the king's tafte for plea- 
fure and magnificence, and diverted his atten- 
tion from every thing that looked likebufinefs; 
embarraffing with innumerable difficulties every 
potion which he did npt immediately fuggett 
himfelf; while he contrived fb, as tlut^aUms . ' 
own fchemes met the readieft fucceft. 

The importance which this management gaye . 
him, with a prince naturally indolent and vo- 
luptuous, is obvious. Sure to be gratified \n . 
every thing he liked; he thought himfelf happy 
in having one upon whom he could fo entirely 
depend,* to eafe.him of the cares and fatigues 
of government. Not that .his minifter pre/umed 
to obtrude his opinions dii*e£tly, or f&pi to 
di&ate to his mafter; on the contrary, he jta- 
fmuated his fentiments with fuch delicacy and 
addrefs, that the king miftook them for his. 
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own, and imagined he governed the man who 
directed his very thoughts. 

But this happinefs was far from being folid* 
The affections of the nobles, who were the, 
real ornaments and fupport of the throne, were 
alienated from their fovereign, by a partiality 
equally injudicious and difgraceful; and the 
people, who faw the taxes under which they 
groaned, and which were more than they were 
able to bear, lavifhed upon an infolent favourite 
and his greedy followers, fwelled with difcon- 
tent and indignation, which threatened to burffc 
in a ftorm that fhould fhake the throne; while; 
the minifter, as if he was impatient for his fate,, 
lived in a magnificence that exceeded even that 
of his fovereign, and was an infult to their mi^ ' 
ferv. 

Nor did he (top here. Scorning to have the 
effects of his power confined within his mailer's 
dominions, he madly involved himfelf in the 
intrigues of the neighbouring princes, and en«* 
tered unprepared into" a war in which he had, 
no concern. The confequence was what rea- 
fbn might have forefeen. His fovereign was^ 
driven from his capital, his country was laid, 
wafte, his cities plundered; his palaces, oa 
which he had expended fo much care and coft y 
fpoiled of all their magnificence and riches* 
and his fubje&s compelled to ferve in the ar-. 
mies of his enemies ; and, to compleat his mif-, 
fortunes, his reception from thofe to whom ha 
fled for refuge, cold arid infolent to fuch a de-, 

, gree as gave him too juft reafon to apprehend, 
their proceeding to actual rebellion, and tear-> 
fiig the crown from his head. Yet amid a)X 

this .ruin, though evidently the confequence'of 

his 
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his favourite's counfels, the latter ftill prefervcd 
his afcendency by the fame flattery which firft 
acquired it, and made him perfift in his wild 
fchemes, chufing that he fhould plunge into 
the gulph to the brink of which he had brought 
him, rather than enter into meafures of accom- 
modation, in the courfe of which his eyes might 
be opened, and his indignation raifed to deliver 
himfelf from fuch a ftate of flavery, and take 
the reinsof government out of fuch unworthy 
hands. 

" Unhappy is the people (faid I to myfelf^ 
** fhocked at fo grofs an infatuation) whofc 
* c king is governed by a favourite ! Unhappy 
" is the king who lets another ftand between* 
** him and his people ; who fees not with his 
c * own eyes, nor is able to redrefs their griev- 
" .ances, and reward their merits from his owo. 
u experience ; but, befieged* by a fet of fyco*- 
" phants whofe aim is to deceive him, is kept 
" in a ftate of darknefs and delufion, till he is 
*' awoke from his dream of happinefs by the 
* ftroke of ruin." 

| was diverted from thefe reflections &y th* 
entrance of the minifter to his fovereign. " 1 
*< congratulate your rriajefty ( faid he, with an 
" air of exultation) on the moft fortunate event 
4< that could have happened. The king of 
** Spain has at length declared for our allies;. 
€i The wealth and power of that mighty king- 
** dom will overwhelm thofe haughty Inlanders,, 
u and oblige them to withhold the affiftance 
c ? whch has hitherto fupported the enemy ; fo 
*' that you % are now delivered from the dif-- 
€( graceful neccffity of accepting terms from* 
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u Is It poifible (anfwered the king) that he 

"can have been prevailed upon to break a 

u neutrality which has been fo advantageous, 

u to him ? Who has been able to make him 

u take fuch a ftep ? Or what motives can have 

U . Ur g ec ' ^ im to intrude himfelf, as I may fay t 

u into a war in which he may lofe much, and 

i can gain nothing }" 

Cc The motives, replied the minifter, which 

fliould influence every fovereign. A gene- 

c rous indignation to fee the different branches 

u of his own family oppreffed ; and a prudent 

Cc care to ftop the progrefs of their enemies in 

€c time, before their power fhould become fo 

u great as to be dangerous to all their neigh- 

c< bours. AH wiH go now as we wifh. Your 

^maiefty's enemies will be humbled in the 

u duft j and you will return to your capital in 

u triumph, ftrengthened by your vi&orfous af- 

u lies, to fubduethis rebellious kingdom aftb> 

f< and make it hereditary in your family. Will 

f* your majefly honour me with your prefence 

$' this evening, at an entertainment which I 

t« defign on this happy occafion. I have fome? 

*' thing to fliew you that will give you plea? 

f ' fure. The painter and ftatuary whom I fent 

' u to Italy are returned, and have brought fomp 

5* of the moft curious and valuable remains of 

}' antiquity in their feveral arts. There is one 

>' in particular moft remarkably fine. It is a 

** ftatue of good fortune , dedicated by Marius on 

> c his laft triumphant return to Rome, from 

* c whence he had been driven by his enemies* 

cc I was juft looking at it when this account 

** from Spain arrived, and own that I was af- 

w fe£e4 with ft) ftriking a circumftaacQ." 



i 
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" I wifh it may prove an happy omen ; (ant- 
" fwered the king, fome what elated at the news* 
ft and ftill more pleafed with the account of th? 
" arrival of the painter andftatuary) but we muft 
" hope the beft. What is it o'clock ? I'll g9 
f ' dire&ly. I have a mind to fee your neijr 
" acquifition, and afk thofe people fome quef? 
" tions about Herculaneum." 

Such an infatuation was too grofs. I coulcj. 
bear it no longer ; but turned away, fick at 
heart, from the mortifying fight. 



C HA, P. VIII. . 

Thefcene changed* A national character. Ano- 
ther great man. Curious account of an inn T ~ 
with an entertainment of political puff's. 

THE motives which the minifler had al- 
ledged for the king of Spain's entering 
into the war, worefiich an^apjxaranqe-ofplaur 
fibility, that I refolvect to vifit his court, that I 
might fee if all his meafures were condu&o) 
"vyith equal prudence and fpirit. 

I had feen enough of the country in whicfc 
I was, to fatisfy my curiofity ; nor did I defire 
to travel again through the fcenes of military 
glory, exhibited by thofe around it. I there- 
fore wijhed myfelf dire&ly into Spain, but ait 
more diftance from the court, that I might 
have an opportunity of obferving the manners 
of the people, which, I apprehended, ftlclocj 
agpear in their genuine colours there. 

Thft. 
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.. The firft thing that ftruck me, on my arri- 
*yal, was the poverty in which the middle "and 
lower ranks of the people lived. The red 
wants of nature are very few ; but the conve- 
-niericies which human ingenuity has difcOvered 
to make life more agreeable, ( I fpeak not of 
the vitiated cravings of luxury) and which 
cuftom has made almoft indifpenfible, compre- 
hend a wider circle. Of thde they were in a 
Ynanner as utterly deftitute, as if they were 
incapable of the arts which could procure 
them. 

The compaffion, which fuch a ftate of 
Wretchednefs muft naturtlly raife, was foon 
turned into contempt, when it appeared to 
proceed wholly from themfelves. The face of 
the country (hewed that nature had moft am- 
ply done her part to make the inhabitants hap- 
py ; but every affiftance of their own was want- 
ing ^ and after a long and profound peace, the 
defe&s of idlenefs equalled the ravages of war 
in other countries. The lands were uncul- 
tivated, the cities in ruins, and the people 
Wretched. Yet, amid all this, a pride pecu- 
liar to themfelves appeared in every word and 
action, that made their miferv ridiculous ; but 
then at the fame time it alio enabled them to 
bear it, by diverting their attention from their 
diftreiTes to fheir imaginary importance. They 
looked upon tliemfelves as fuperior to the reft 
of mankind ; and in confequence of this opi- 
nion fubmirted without repining to the fevereft 
wants, rather than debafe their dignity by the 
•cxercife of any induftry or art. 

While 
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While I yttes making thefe rernafks, I hap- 
pened to take notice of two men, frorii whofe 
converfatiori I learned that they were going t<* 
court. They were Frenchmen, and by their 
equipage and drefs appeared to be perfons of 
diffin&ion; but 1 dire&ly faw through their 
difguife, that they were ecclefiaftics of the or* 
<}er of the Jefuits, who concealed their charac- 
ter for a fpecial purpofe* My opinion of thofe 
religious made me attach myfelf to them with- 
out hefitation, as the beft guides I could pof- 
fibly have. 

; When I joined them* they were entering 
the yard of an inn to which they had been di- 
rected as the beft in the town. At the door 
of it fat a man who appeared to be in the vi- 
gour of life, healthy, ftrong, and formed for 
any kind of exercife or labour. Though the 
day was uncommonly hot, he was wrapped 
clofe in his cloak, with one leg thrown Care- 
lefsly over the other knee, and his elbow reft* 
ed on a heap of ftones, which feemed to have 
been piled up as a buttrefe, to fupport the walT 
of the houfe, while he lolled back, loft in the- 
contemplation of his own confequence. 

As the travellers advanced to the door, one' 
of their fervants called aloud. The Don, 
without deigning t;o move a limb, or difconW 
pofe the gravity of a fingje feature, having eyed' 
Him for fome time, vouchf&fed to afk him what 
he wanted. " We want (arifwered the elder 
" of the two gentlemen) fome body to tike" 
u our horfes, and (hew us into the houfe." 

" Yonder is the ftable (replied the Spaniard, 
K f pointing to an hovel half of which was tum- 
bled 
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** Wed down and the reft ready to follow,) you 
<4 may put your horfes there, and by that time 
* 4 the people of the houfe may be at leifure to 
44 come to you." 

44 At leifure ! (returned the gentleman iiri- 
44 patiently) is not this' an inn ?" Then calling 
44 again, ,an old woman half naked came out, 
* 4 and going to take his horfe ; 4< What, woman, 
44 (continued he, vexed at being kept broiling 
44 fo long in the heat) is there no other fervant 
44 befide you ? Where is the mafter of the 
« houfe ?" 

"Here I am (anfwered the Don, riling de- 
* 4 liberately and adjufting his whifkers) what 
44 is your bufinefs with me ? I fuppofe you do 
* 4 not expe&thatLfliould wait upon you ?" 

44 By no means, fir, (faid the other, who 
* 4 did not defire any altercation with fuch an 
44 adverfary ; ) I only want to have fome of 
44 your fervants called." 

4< It is very well ; (anfwered the Hoft) the 
44 woman will put your horfes in the ftable j and 
44 you may follow me into the houfe. " 

The travellers, who" direftly faw into their 
lioft's chara&er, thought proper to accept his 
polite invitation ; and attended hftn into a room ^ 
the furniture of which confuted of two or three 
broken ftools anpl an old table ; but the very 
wretchednefs of it proved at this time a con- 
venience 3 the cracks in the walls drawing an 
air on every fide, that was the beft refrefhmenjt 
they feemed likely to find in fuch a place. 

When they were feated, the gentlemen 
turned to their hoft, who had not waited for an 
invitatidn to fit down with them, and afked 
him what they could have for dinner. 4C Sir, 
' $ " anfwered 
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" (anfwered the other) the houfe is plentifully 
'* provided with every thing, as my wife will 
" inform you when (he comes ; I mind not 
" thefe matters." Then ftroaking down his 
whifkers, with great folemnity, " Pray, gen- 
" tlemen (continued he) what news is there ? I 
c< hear the wrath of the king is kindled againft 
" the Englifli ; and that he is determined to 
<c extirpate their whole nation : It is a glori- 
" ous refolution, and worthy of his power and 
" magnanimity. I only wonder, why he has 
" fuffered them upon the earth fo long.'* 

As he faid this, the miftrefe of the houfe 
entered ; and after the cuftomary cant of being 
exhaufted by an extraordinary run of company 
of late, confefled that all her houfe afforded 
was fomc bacon and eggs. " For, (faidfhe) 
iC this unlucky war has ruined us all. We 
" ufed to have filh fit to entertain an Abbot, 
" and flour that made bread white enough for 
" the king's table ; but now we have nothing 
" at all. They pretend indeed to comfort us, 
" with leave from the pope to eat flefli ; but 
" they do not tell us where we fhall get 
" it. I wifh thofe who advifed his majefty 
" to this jwar, may be the firft who periih in 
" it." 

" Silence, woman, and mind your own af- 
" fairs ! (interrupted the hufband, with a tone 
" of authority) how fhould you know any 
" thing of peace or war ? Leave thofe mat^ 
" ters to us, who underftand them." 

His wife obeyed the fovereign mandate with- 
out reply, and retired ; when he, fwelling with 
double importance from fiich a triumph* 
" When we have fub4ueA\Sttfe Ea^ltfh (COIl- 
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tinued he, addreffing himfelf to Ms guefts) " we 
44 {hall be better fupplied with thofe things 
**" and many others than ever. They will be 
** 4 obliged to bring them to us as tribute, not 
*' for fale* and to perform for us all the fervile 
44 offices' of trade, which it would be a diflio- 
44 nour to a Spaniard to defile his hands withl 
44 Our flaves in America work better than 
* 4 when they had their liberty. Befide, they 
44 are heretics ; and it is a fin, as well as a dii- 
144 grace, to be at peace with fuch/ Our cu- 
44 rate preached us an excellent fermon to this 
44 effecl, laft Sundays when, among other 
" things, he told us, that all the cathoKc 
<4 powers had at length agreed to join and root 
* 4 them out. It is a glorious »and a pious 
* 4 undertaking. Since the holy wars there has 
44 been nothing like it." 

As their fumptuous fere required not much 
•*ime for preparation, the entrance of it inter- 
rupted this magnanimous politician here, at 
which he feemed not better pleafed than the 
travellers were with their entertainment. 

While they were refrcfhing themfelves as 
well as they could, I took the opportunity of 

foing to fee the town, the inhabitants of which 
found fnoft exactly characterized by the inn- 
keeper and his wife ; all thofe who applied to 
any kind of induftry repining, like her, at the 
war ; and the drones of fpciety, who ftarve in 
idlenefe, vapouring with him of conqueft and 
glory. 
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CHAP. IX. 

IVhecls within wheels. Certain great tremfacliom 
deduced from unfuffeftcd cau. es ; uiH? the ad^ 
vantage of having tivo firings to a bow. 

AS foon as the heat of the day was abated, 
the travellers continued their journey, 
when the elder addrcfiing himfelf to his com- 
panion, " You fecmed iurprifed (laid he) at 
" the odd compofition of our hoft; but a little 
" acquaintance with thefe people will make it 
* c familiar to you. Pride and joverty are the 
" chara&criftics of this naticn, not only in his 
c< low fphere, but alfo in the very policy and 
" government of it, in which they maintain a 
" Sruggle that makes them juftly held in con- 
" tempt by the reft of the world." 

" If that is the cafe, (anfwered the other) I 
" am the lefs furprifed at their entering thus 
" madly into a war, for which they appear to 
" be fo ill-provided s though, I own, the cau- 
" tion with which they avoided it fo long gave 
1C me a better opinion of them ; and I mould 
<c be glad to know what motives induced them 
u to alter a conduft which they feemed to un- 
" dcrftand the advantages of fo well." 

" The meafures by which moft of the na- 
" tions in the world are governed (replied the 
" former) are fo inconfiftent not only with rea- 
" fon and juftice, but even with themfelves, 
" each day producing a new fyftem contradic- 
" tory to the laft, tjiat you muft not expeft a 

"fatis- 
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l< fatisfaciory account of them. As an in (lance 
u of this, the motives of the Spaniards for en- 
u tering into this war are hidden, even from 
" the perfons who think they are the authors 
44 of it; and who, unkno.vn to themfelves, 
44 are ferving a caufe which they had rather 
44 ruin. 

44 It may be neceflary to explain this to 3*011. 
44 The jei-doufy which the p>wer of our order. 
44 has for forne time railed in the very courts 
44 whofe favour principally exalted it to that 
44 power, has at length burft upon us ua 
44 ftorm, not to be refilled in Portugal, and 
44 threatened not much It; is in France. To 
44 avert this misfortune required theutmoft ad- 
44 drefs. Our influence in Spain, though ra- 
44 ther in decline, is flill coniiderable. This 
44 we" obliquely propofed to the French mini- 
44 ftry, to exert in their behalf, to bring the 
44 Spaniards to aflifl them in a war under which 
46 they were ready to-fink r on condition of their 
44 protecting us from any farther difturbance in 
44 France; which they accordingly have pro- 
44 mifed. 

44 The lure, which we held up to the Spa- 
44 niards, 'to draw them into a meafure focon- 
44 trary to their intereft, was the crown of Por- 
* 4 tugal. We know, by experience, that it 
44 was not poffible to make the court of Lifbon 
44 :break with the Engl i(h. We therefore firfl 
44 inflamed the ambition of the Spanifh mini- 
44 ftfy, by blazoning their king's claim to the 
4 4 Portuguefe throne in the (Irongeft colours j 
44 and. perfuading. them that this was the pro- 
sper opportunity, for aflerting it, when the 
44 hearts, of the people were alienated from their 

•■; r K 2 " fo- 
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4t fovereign by the difafters of his reign, and 
44 the Knglifti to taken up with the wars in 
" which they were already engaged, that they 
44 could afford him no protection, though he 
44 was ib bigotted to their alliance, that he 
44 would certainly give a colourable pretence 
4fc for attacking him, by refufing to enter into 
44 the confederacy againft them. , Our fcheme 
44 was fuccefsful. The Spaniards, without 
44 confidering farther, broke with the Englifh, 
44 and we obtained the protection, for a time 
44 at lead, which we deiired in France. 

44 But this was not our only motive for urg- 
44 ing this court to take thefe meafures. The 
44 wound we have received from Portugal is 
44 not to be forgiven, nor to be healed but by 
ic the ruin of thaj: monarchy. If the Spaniards 
44 (hould be able to eftablifh the claim which 
" we have fpirited them up to affert, our re- 
44 venge will be amply gratified j though could 
44 we even forefee the contrary, that would make 
44 no alteration in our meafures. The war it- 
44 fclf, be the event what it will, muft in feme 
44 degree wreak our vengeance, and be of far- 
44 ther fervice to us, by diverting to other ob- 
4fc jefts an attention that boded unfavourably 
44 to our hopes. 

44 Weighty as thefe reafons were, we had 
44 others ftill of greater importance, which we 
44 purfued with a policy fo deep as. to defy de- 
44 te£Hon. You know that the great object of 
44 our attention has long been to eftablifh an 
44 independency in fome part of the world* 
44 A thorough knowledge of the prefent cir- 
44 cumftances of Europe convinced us, that we 
u muft not think of fuch a thing there. We 

"there- 
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44 therefore naturally turned our eyes to Amc- 
4C rica, where the weaknefs of the poflefling; 
44 powers was a temptation as ftrong as the 
44 riches and fertility of their poffeflions. By 
44 both thefe the dominions of Portugal were 
44 from the beginning marked out for our at- 
44 tempt ; to give fuccefs to which we have, 
44 for near half a century, been labouring to 
.. ** make that crown break with England. In 
44 that cafe, we fhouJd have immediately join- 
44 ed with the latter,, and, by giving them a 
44 fhare of the fpoil, gained the afliftance of 
44 their naval force^ to execute our deiigns. 
44 But the Portuguefe were too wary, and for 
44 once underftood their own interests too well 
44 to go fo far, though we abfolutely led them, 
44 in many inftances, to aft in fuch a manner 
44 to the Eng)i(h, as would have drawn the 
44 refentment of a people lefs prudent upoii 
44 them.. 

44 Being disappointed in this our firft fcheme, 
44 all that remained for us to do was, to make 
44 the like attempt upon the Spaniards, againft 
44 whom we intended to turn the fame wea- 
44 pons at a proper time ; and doubt not but, 
44 by the help of the Englifli* we (hall be able 
44 to accomplim out defign of erecting an em- 
44 pire in fome part of their American domi- 
44 nions,' while they are piirfuing the chimeri- 
44 cal claim we have fet them upon here, and" 
44 wreaking our revenge upon Portugal. As 
44 to the equity of thefe meafures, that never 
44 comes into queftion till after the event. If 
44 they are fuccefsful, no one will deny it ; if 
44 not, they will be condemned, though dic- 
44 tated by the voice of Heaven. Thus you fee 
K 3 " that 
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44 that, at any rate, the war muft anfwerfome 
" of our purpofes, at the lame time that vie 
44 do not appear to be in the leaft concerned 
" in it." 

44 I am much obliged to you for this ac- 
44 count, (faiJ the younger) which fufficiently 
44 explains the motives of your engaging fo 
44 warmly in matters apparently fo little inte- 
44 relling to you. I fhould te glad alio to know 
14 by what arguments you can have perfuaded 
44 the court of Spain into meafures evidently fo 
44 contrary to their intereft. The voice of the 
44 people, who fcldom judge wrong, is loud 
44 a-niiiit the war." 

44 Gold, my friend ! ( anfwered the other ) 
44 Gold, ths great peifuafive of the world, was 
44 the argument we made ufe of. This was 
44 the weight vihich fet the main fpring of the 
44 machine in motion. The fpecious pretexts 
44 indeed that covered it were prudence and ho- 
44 nour, which- a proper application to their 
44 natural vanity made the croud receive with- 
44 out examination; not to omit religious pre- 
44 judice, that abfolute tyrant of weak minds. 

44 We perfuaded them, that it was a dero- 
44 gation from their honour to fee a prince, fo 
44 nearly allied to their mighty monarch as the 
44 king of France, diftrefied in fuch a manner; 
44 that his conquerors, if not flopped in time, 
44 would fall upon them next ; and that it was 
44 ferving the caufe of God, to attack heretics. 
44 By thefe various arguments we have gained 
44 our great point of making them break with 
44 the Lnglifh ; but our trouble ended not there. 
44 It will require equal addrefs, and infinitely 
" more pains, to keep up their fpirits, and pre-- 

" vent 
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* € tfent their quitting" it as poorly, as they un- 
•* dertook it raflily. This is the occafion of 
** my coming here at this time; and as the 
c< bright abilities you are known to poffefs, and 
** the ftrong attachment you- have to our caufe, 
" have made the whole order'expecl: the greateft 
4< things from you, I chofe you for my com- 
cc panion and affociate, and have given you 
• c this general view of the pre fen t ftate of affairs 
** here, to direct your own obfervations in the 
46 courfe of our moft delicate and difficult ne- 
c< gociatians, and enable you to adl in eafe any 
44 thing fhould happen to me." 

This account, which 1 have here thrown 
together, was the fubftance of feveral diffe- 
rent converfations, during their journey to 
Madrid. 

CHAP. X. 

Afore great matters. Home truths. .4 characler 

out of nature \ with a new definition of the lavuS' 

' of war ; and a certain nurthoa of reducing a na- ' 

tion to obedience* l 

THE morning after they arrived, the el- 
der went to wait upon the firft minifter. 
The filence and foleranity which reigned 
through the whole court ftruck me with refpccT:. 
* 4 Certainly, (thought I) the JeTuit muft have 
" mifreprefented thefe people. Inftead of the 
" hurry, noife, and giddy buftle, fo offcnfivc 
•* in other courts, every thing here bears that 
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" appearance of ferioufnefs, which is the ffia?-* 

" dow of wifdom." 

The firft ftght of the minifter confirmed me 
mi this opinion. He was dreffed in black 
cloaths, whofe hue added a gloom of additio- 
nal gravity to his whole appearance. By hU 
looks and motions, his foul feemed to be 
wrapped in the moft intenfe thought. His 
eyes were fixed ; his features all ftrained to the* 
ftrcngeft attention, and his fteps flow and 
ftately. 

When the ceremonials of addrefs were per- 
formed with proper punctuality, and the atten- 
dants difmifled, the Jefuit entered directly up- 
on bufinefs. c< I am come (faid he) accord- 
" ing to your excellency's defire, to fettle every: 
" thing that may have been omitted, and con-* 
" elude the treaty ; for which purpofe I have 
* c brought the proper powers from his majefty 
%€ my mafter ; who has alfo honoured me with 
" the pleafing offipe of delivering to you fome 
" particular tokens of his efteem." 

k< I am obliged to his majefty; (anfwered the 
* 6 Don, with an air of more than minifterial im- 
<* portance) he does me juftice in believing 
" that my inclinations are to ferve him ; tho' 
** what 1 have undertaken is really moft diffi- 
<c cult, if not dangerous. We have declared war 
<* as you defired ; but how we are to carry it 
^ on is hard to fay. Our magazines are empty* 
.<* our troops not half compleat, and even thefe 
*' undifciplinecl and badly provided ; and our % 
*'- marine, far from being in a condition to* 
*•< cope with that of the enemy; fo that really 
« I am almoft afraid to look forward to the 
<' conJTequejaceV' 
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<4 Your excellency will pardon me for faving 
44 (replied the Jefuit) that your apprehenfions 
** are too ready; you have money, and that 
44 will foon procure every neceflary of war. 
44 The wealth of our enemies alone overpowers 
44 us j but with the addition of yours we fhall 
44 be as much too powerful for them. You 
4C will have the honour of ferving us in fo cri- 
46 deal a- conjuncture ; nor is there any danger 
44 in the attempt. They are tired of the war, 
44 and want a pretence for making peace, as 
44 much as we want a peace itfelf. The in- 
44 conftancy of their temper, never long plea- 
44 fed with any thing, is furfeited with fuc- 
" ceffes. To take the advantage of this humour, 
44 our emiffaries have fet their minifters toge- 
4C ther by the ears in fuch a manner, that they 
"" think of hothing but fupplanting each ether ; 
" to effect which they wnuld willingly facrifice 
44 every intereft of their country. 

" Of this I can give you an inftance, that 
44 will remove every doubt. Their king having 
44 lately thought proper to change his miniftry, 
44 thofe who were turned out, from a fpirit of 
44 refentment, move heaven and hell to blacken . 
44 the characters and decry the abilities bf their 
44 fucceffors ; and, as difgrace with the prince. 
r 44 is the Aire means of favour with the people, . 
44 exert their popularity with the utmoftlicen- 
, " tious boldnefs to make them diftrufted, and 
44 defeat their meafures, chufing to undo all- 
44 their own work, and lofe every advantage* 
44 gained by the war, rather than their rivals* 
44 mould havcthe honour of bringing it to an 
44 happy conclufion; while the latter, with: 
44 equal judgment, think it neceffary for them * 
K 5 ' "t<*» 
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" to retort the abufe, and a&'dire&ly contrary 
4t to the fyftem of the others, as it were hi 
44 j uilification of their removal ; as if a king 
44 were the only maftcr who had not a right to 
44 change his fervants when he pleafed ; and 
44 thus, while this altercation goes on, the 
44 bufinefs of the nation ftands ftiil. 

44 Advantageous as this is to us, it is not the 

44 only good effeft we promife ourfelves from 

44 thele difputesr The old miniftry, who pur- 

44 fued the war fo obftinately while they had 

44 the management of it themfelves, will, by 

44 this indifcriminate oppofition to all the mea- 

44 fines of the new, force them into a peace on 

44 any terms, to prefcrve their power; for how- 

44 ever finely it may found in fpeculation, a 

€C miniftcr who will facrifice his own ambition 

44 to the intereft of his country, and refign his 

44 pswer to his rival rather than have the bu- 

44 iinefs luft'er by a competition for it, is a cha- 

44 rafter if not abfolutely out of nature, yet fo 

44 rarely to be found, that there is no neceffity 

44 to guard againft it ; fo that both parties 

44 equally ferve our intereft, by their animofity 

44 againft each other. 

44 From this plain ftate of the matter, you 
44 may fee that you run* no hazard in joining 
44 with us, as a peace muft necefiarily ar.d. 
44 fpeedily be the confequence of the meafures 
44 we have taken ; and whatever expence you 
44 may be at, will be amply paid by the con- 
"queft of Portugal, whin you will never 
4C have fuch another opportunity of annexing 
44 to the crown of Spain, if you mifs this : 
44 befides that fo clofe a connection between 
" your court and purs, will henceforward 
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• enable them to give law to the reft of 
44 Europe, and yours in particular, at a proper 
44 opportunity to recover the many parts cf 
44 your dominions which have been torn from 
44 them, in the former divifion of our in- 
44 terefts." 

44 According to your reafoning then (faid 
44 the Spaniard) there is no neccflity for our 
44 making any extraordinary efforts but ir* 
44 Portugal, which I am very glad of, as wo 
44 were never lb unprepared." 

" No ! (anfwered the Jefuit) nothing ex- 
44 traordinary ; or that can be attended with 
44 inconvenience is nccefiary. But ftill, fomc- 
44 thing muft be done, if only to favc appcar- 
44 ances. Your laying fiege to Gibraltar " 

44 Gibraltar ! (interrupted the minifter.) that 
44 is impoflible! abfolutely impofliblo ! Wc are. 
44 as well able to behege the whole ifland of 
44 Britain, as Gibraltar. We have no provi- 
44 fions made which could give the leaft hope 
44 of fuccci's to fuch an attempt." 

44 Your excellency is too precipitate ; (an- 
44 fwered the jefuit.) Succefs ! If by fuccefs you 
44 mean taking it, I never thought of any fuch 
44 thing. No ! All we propofe is to raife a 
44 ferment in England, and give their miniftry 
44 an excufe for making a peace. Wc are fuf- 
44 ficiently fenfiblc that it cannot be taken." 

44 But if wefhould make this feint, (replied 

44 the minifter) do you really think the Englilh 

44 will ever fuffcr us to conquer Portugal*? 

. ** They are bound, by intereft as v/ell as iio- 

. 44 nour, to defend it." 

44 I grant they are, (returned the jefuit) but 

** that fignifies nothing. Set but their mini- 

K 6 " ftrv 
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44 ftry to wrangling among themfelves, anxL 
44 you may bring them into any thing* 
44 Their defertion of the Catalans, on a fimi- 
44 Jar occafion, is an inftance of what the- 
44 Portuguefe may expect by depending on. 
44 them/' 

44 Why, indeed, that is an encouragement*, 
44 (faid the other) and therefore we will do all. 
44 we can to be ready to take the advantage of" 
44 it." 

44 I am glad to find that affairs go on fo welfc 
44 in Portugal, (faid the jefuit) the people, as. 
44 I travelled. through the kingdom, are full of" 
44 fpirits at the good news ; and every one eager- 
44 to have a mare in the conquer!:;" 

44 Yes ! (anfwered the minifter) if they couldi 
44 get it by vapouring at home, As to the- 
44 good news, it is neceflary to propagate fuch,. 
44 to amufe the populace ; but, in reality, our. 
44 troops advance but very flowiy, and meet_ 
44 dimcultiesever.y day, which. we did notfore- 
44 fee. If the affiftance promifed us by your- 
44 court does not arrive before the Engli(h join.; 

44 the enemy " 

44 Affiftance ! (interrupted the jefuit) Neverr 
44 let it be faid that the mighty monarch of. 
44 Spain wanted affiftance to over-run the lit— 
44 tie kingdom of Portugal. „ It would be arti 
44 indelible difgrace to your honour to accept 
44 affiftance. As to the Englifh, I have told; 
44 you already how they will be taken off; and: 
44 then you will have the Portuguefe entirely at- 
44 your mercy. But has your excellency con-. 
44 fidered of the advice 1 took- the liberty to. 
44 hint to you, of extirpating the prefent race- 
44 of inhabitants by every feverity authorized-! 

41 b*' 
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** by the laws of war, that is, by every method 
44 which the conquerors pleafe to make ufe of. 
** Their hatred to your nation is fuch, that it 
44 is impoffible ever to reduce them to a proper 
** degree of fubjedtion and loyalty* Above all: 
44 things, there fhould not be one of the race 
44 of the prefent king or even of the nobility 
44 left, as experience {hews that they wilL 
44 watch every opportunity to revolt, and 
44 affert an independency, in the fame man- 
44 ner as this family gained the crown by re- 
44 bellion," 

"What you fay ( anfwered the minifter) 4 
** agrees entirely with my own opinion. I had': 
44 refolved upon. this from the firft moment I 
44 thought upon the war*. I am juft now going 
44 to attend the king, and, as matters of fuch', 
44 confequence cannot be conducted with too 
44 much. caution, will obtain an order exprefs- 
44 ly to that purpofe, under his own hand, to 
44 the general of his forces, to vindicate me 
4 * from the odium of fuch an unpopular mea- 
4 * fure. His natural turn is to cruelty, fo that 
4 * he will moft gladly take the hint. In the 
44 mean time, you may aflfure his majefty of 
4< France of every fervice in my power, to, 
c * humble his haughty enemy, and procure him- 
44 the peace he defires." 

Satisfied with the fuccefs of his negociation, 
the jefuit then withdrew, and the minifter com- 
" pofed his countenance into proper gravity, to 
appear in public. 

The natural pride and oflentation of the 
Spaniards at firft made me fomething furprifed 
at the freedom and candour with which the 
minifter confeffed the weaknefs and wants of 

thft- 
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the Spanifh government : but a moment's re** 
fle&ion explained his condu&, and (hewed that 
he a<fted with the ftri&eft confiftency of cha- 
ra&er. He had fuffered himfelf to be gained 
by bribery, to icrve the interefts of France, and 
therefore could not pretend to affume a confe- 
quence, or make a vain parade of power which 
he could not exert, to the very agent who had 
corrupted him, and was befide as well informed 
as himfelf. 



CHAP. XL 

A peep behind the curtain. Royal amufements ; 
heroic principles and valour \ with an approved 
Jhield againji certain terribk dangers., 

WHEN the minifter had gone through the 
ceremonies of his levee with proper dig- 
nity, he went to his mafter. The king ap- 
peared to be in the prime of life, hale, ftrongi 
and aftive. He was feated at a table with a 
parcel of fliuttle-cocks before him, and mend»- 
ing a racket with as much .earneftnefs as a 
fchool-boy of feven years old; 

The moment he raifed his eyes from his 
work, and faw his minifter, " Come (faid he, 
<* ftarting up, and {tripping himielf to his fliirt) 
44 I have been waiting for you fome time. I'll 
44 try if I' cannot beat you- more fhamefully to* 
44 day than 1 did yefterday." 

The minifter, who knew his cue, forgot all 
hb gravity in an inftant, and . following the 

joyak 



THE REVERIE. 207 

loyal example fet him, threw off his cloaths 
alio, and, taking up a racket, prepared* for the 
attack, which he fcemed to maintain with as 
much eagernefs and delight as his mafter, till 
he faw him bej;in to be tired, when, feigning 
himfelf unable to ftrike another ftroke, he drop**- 
ped the racket out of his hand, and fa- down 
puffing and blowing on the floor, while the 
king, to (hew his fuperior abilities, and infulr 
his antagonist, gave half a dozen ftrokes more 
by himfelf. 

As foon. as they had recovered their breath, 
and put on. their cloaths, " May it pleafe your 
44 majefty, (faid the minifter, reluming his fo- 
44 lemnity) i have juft received an account 
44 from Portugal. Your invincible arms bear 
44 all before them, and will foon reduce the 
u whole kingdom. .They have already taken 
" a coniiderable village, and burned two farm-. 
" houfes." 

4 * Have they f<>? (interrupted his facrcd ma- 
44 jefty) that's well done. Send them orders 
44 to burn all before them. I wifh I was with. 
44 them. I love fuch fport in my heart. I'd* 
41 foon make their king rue his refufing my 
44 friendship. But how foon will they take 
44 Lifbon ? I long to. go there, and fee how it 
44 looks after the earthquake, whether it is 
44 any thing like Herculaneum." 

44 Your majefty's. army is advancing toward 
44 it, (anfwered the minifter ) but the roads 
44 ^re bad, and the country-people oppofe 
44 them, fo that they are obliged to. march 
14 with great circumfpe&ion." 

44 Why do not they (hoot them ? (replied 
£ 4 the monarch) If I was there, not one of 

them 
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** them fliould efcape. I'd kill them all my- 
** felf, -as Pll fhew you juft now. The enemy 
** is drawn up ready for battle, and I only 
" waited for you to fee me attack, them." 

Then going into another apartment that 
•Jooked into a clofe court, and leading his mi- 
nifter C> the window, 44 There they are, (con- 
44 tinued ne, laughing with delight, as he point- 
44 ed to a number of cats which were immured 
44 in the court $) there is the army of the enemy., 
44 The red ones are Englifh, the reft are Por- 
44 tuguefe. Go, reach me thofe guns yonder. 
44 I'll attack them dire&ly. It will be a glo- 
44 rious furprize. While I {hoot with one gun 
44 you (hall load the other, fo that we'll keep 
44 up a conftant fire." 

With thefe words he began the attack, 
fliouting in triumph at every (hot, " There 
44 falls an Englifliman. There a Portuguefe ! 
44 Now I charge them on the rights now on. 
44 the left ; now in the front ; now in the rear. 
44 I'll ihew them that I am a general.. See. 
44 how they run ! helter, fkelter, pell mell." 

His heroic majefty carried on his attack in 
this manner with fuch eagerriefs, and conti- 
nued it fo long that his minifter was more tired 
of loading for him, than he had been of his 
match at fhuttle-cock ; at length, observing 
that one of the wounded cats fcreamed in an 
uncommon manner, 44 A truce ! A truce ! 
44 (faid he) your majefty (hould flacken your 
44 fire. The enemies acknowledge your vic- 
44 tory, and fend a trumpet to deiire leave to • 
44 bury their dead. According to the laws of 
44 war, that is never refufed : befide, if you kill 
44 them ail to-day, what will you do for an ar- 

" my 
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44 my to attack another time ? There is not 
44 one cat left in all Madrid; your majefty's 
44 wars have confumed the whole fpecies." 

44 Well then, (faid the victorious monarch* 
44 who was by this time fufficiently fatigued 
44 himfelf) I will grant them a truce; and do 
44 you take care that there is a fupply of pro- 
4 * vifions fent them. Their magazines I ima- 
44 gine are nearly exhaufted ; I icorn to ftarve 
44 my enemies. Hah! hah! hah! Don't you 
44 think now that I could kill all thofe Portu- 
44 guefe ? Egad 1*11 go and head my army my- 
44 felf, as I did once before, arrd not let one* 
44 of them efcape." 

The fmoak of the monarch's artillery, and 
the fcreaming of the wounded cats making the 
field.of battle not a very agreeable place toftay 
in, the king and his minifter returned to the 
clofet* As foon as the fetter had once more 
compofed his features, " May it pleafe your 
44 majefty, (faid he) by the accounts from your 
44 invincible army in Portugal I find, that it is 
44 in vain to think of reducing that people to 
44 fubje&ion and obedience. Thofe who fub-. 
44 mit one day rebel again the next ; & that 
44 there is no end of giving them quarter. Be- 
44 fide, the Englifh are expecW every day to 
44 land to their afiiftance, and then their num< 
44 bers may prove troubkfome. I am therefor© 
44 come to know what orders you will pleafe 
44 to fend to. your generals, to direct their con- 
* 4 dud." 

44 Orders ! (anfwered his moft fecred ma- 
€C jefty) to put them all to the fword ; that is 
t 44 l£e fureft way to make them obedient. As* 
' 4C for the Engliftu we muft take care^ wh^t we 

" do. 
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44 do with them : they are all hereticks, and 
44 magicians, and deal with the devil * I re- 
44 member very well how they frightened me 
" once before, tiil I got the pope to blefs my 
44 night-cap; and then I defied them and theif 
44 witchcraft too. They could do me no harm 
44 while I had that on. I am forry that it is 
44 worn out, or I would go smd have a ftroke 
44 at them myfelf ; but T could never bear to 
44 be one minute without it, while there hung 
44 a rag of it together. However, I'll fe« d to 
" him for another ; and, at the fame time, it 
4C would not be amifs to fend enough for the 
44 whole army, and his holinefs might blefs 
44 them all together ; and when the fol- 
" diers have got them, they'll be a match 
44 for the heretic Englifli, and the devil to 
44 help them." 

44 What your majefty fays is extremely right, 
<4 (replied the minifter) and it would be very 
44 improper for you to hazard your facred l ; fe, 
44 before you have gotten fuch an infallible dt- 4 
44 fence to guard it. In the mean time though', ^ 
44 will your majefty pleafe to fend orders to 
44 your generals, for putting the country un- 
44 der military execution ? They will have 
44 double weight, when under your own 
44 hand." 

44 Aye! (returned the gracious monarch) 
44 Give me pen and ink, and I will write to 
44 them this inftant, to burn and deftroy all 
4C before them, and put man, woman, and 
44 chfld to the fword, without mercy or dif- 
44 tin&ion. Or, ftay ! It will do as well after 
44 the puppet-fhew ; I am in hafte now : and, 
< 4 do you hear ! Order public rejoicings to be 

; "madej, 
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* made ; and fend to the bifhops, to fing te 
" Deum for what we have already done." 

It was fome time before I could recover my- 
felf from the aftonilhment and horror with- 
which this fcene ftruek me. " Juft Heaven ! 
" (thought I) are thefe thy fubftitu.es on earth ? 
" Can the vices of man have funk him fo en- 
" tirely below thy care, that he mould be given 
" up thus to the moft defpicable deftru&ion ? 
<c be made the play-thing of a fool, and flaugh- 
" tered for his meer amufement ? I can bear 
" the fight no longer.'* 

Saying this, I flung out of the court, in ho- 
neft indignation, and wijhed rrryfelf direftly in- 
to France, in hopes of being relieved by the 
eontraft between the manners of that diffipated, 
gay people, and thofe where I was. cc If I 
u muft be among fools, ( faid I ) let them be 
u merry ones. Let not the affectation of wit* 
" dom make, jolly more difgufting." 



CHAP. XII. 

Scene changed. Plea/ant inftance of the power ^ of 
example. Grand attendance at a lady's toilet. 
Secrets of favouritifm. 

THE effecl: which I felt from this change 
is fcarce to be conceived. The fmile of 
pleafure and complacency that foftened every 
face Ifaw, foon difpelled the gloom wh-icK I 
had contracted in the late folemn fcene, and 
infe&ed me alfo to fuch a degree, that my fea- 
tures 
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tures began infenfibly to relax into a grin, and 
I could hardly keep my feet from capering as I 
went along with the croud, whom I found go- 
ing to pay their court to the king's miftrefs. 

They all flopped in the antichamber to her 
apartments, where they waited with the moft 
complaifant patience for the return of the fa- 
voured few who were admitted into her pre- 
fence, to learn from them the modes of thought 
and action which fhe pleafed to prefcribe for the? 
day. 

Curious to fee a perfon who was able thus 
to rule the happinefs of fo many, I entered the 
drefling-room, where I found her at her toi- 
let, attended in a manner that exceeded my 
imagination, accuflomed as I was to uncom- 
mon fcenes. At her feet kneeled a bifhop,. 
in all his facred robes, buckling her (hoes. 
The bafon in which (he warned her hands was 
held by a peer of the firft rank. A counfellor 
of the parliament painted her cheeks. A 
farmer of the revenues fet her jewels in orc^er. 
A general powdered her hair. An admiral tied 
her ribbons ; and, to entertain her, a cardinal 
read a loofe lampoon. 

When this important work was finiflied (he 
arofe, and, rewarding her happy fervants with 
a gracious nod, retired with the cardinal into 
another room,, to talk upon bufinefs. As foon 
as they were alone, " Your ladyfliip, I think, 
*' (faid the cardinal, laughing) has been* 
*' grandly waited on this morning. Pray, have 
*' you the fame attendence everyday?" 

" If I would receive it, (anfwered Ihe) I 
c< might have ten times more,. There is no- 
" thing fo fulfome that thofe fycophants will- 

"not 
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44 not fey; nothing is fo fervile that they will 
44 not do. I know, the bafenefs of their fouls, 
44 and therefore trample them thus under my 
•' feet, to anticipate the infults which I am 
44 feniible they would heap upon me on any 
44 reverfe of fortune. As they worfhip the fun- 
44 fliine of court-favour, it is but juft to let 
44 them toil in the heat of it for a while." 

44 But how did your ladyfliip gather fuch a 
44 groupe ? (interrupted the cardinal, who feem- 
* 4 ed not much to like fome part of what fhe 
44 faid, and therefore was defirous to put a flop 
44 to reflexions fo general) Almoft every pro- 
44 feffion in the ftate had a reprefentative at 
44 your toilet." 

44 Yes, (replied fhe) and I defign to fetmoft 
44 of thdfe reprefentatives at the head of their 
44 profeffions too, which was the occafion of 
44 my defirirtg to fee pou this morning." 

44 But does your ladyfliip know (faid the 
44 cardinal) whether they are qualified to fill 
44 thofe places ? Many of them require parti- 
* •* cular judgment and experience." 

44 Qualified ! ( interrupted her ladyfliip, with 
44 a contemptuous fmile) Yes ; I have taken 
44 care to be fatisfied, that they all have the 
44 qualifications I want ; and as for any other, 
44 they are anfwerable themfelves ; fo let them 
44 take care of that. I am to give them all 
44 their definitive anfwers this morning ; fo if 
44 you will go into that clofet, you may over- 
44 hear what partes, and will be a judge of 
44 their qualifications." 

The cardinal obeyed; and her ladyfliip ring- 
ing for one of her attendants, ordered him to 

let 
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let tfoe general know (he was at leifure to fpeak 

with him. 

As foon as he entered, "Well fir, (faidher 
cc ladyfliip, cutting ihort all compliments, and 
" entering directly upon bufinefs) I have fpoken 
* Q to the minifter about you, and am forry to 
" find there are fo-many objections made, that 
"-it will be neceflary for me to exert my ut- 
44 moft intereft to ferve you. However, as I 
" have undertaken it, I will not be foikd." 
- "I am under infinite obligation to your la- 
" dyfhip, (anfwered the general) and fliaU en- 
<c deai our to make a return." 

" Sir, (interrupted fhe) the return I expect 
<c is a punctual performance of your propofal ; 
" which was, to give me two thirds of all 
" (exclufive of your pay) that you can poflibly 
* c make by this commiflion, as well what you 
" can fubftracT: from the fuperfluous appoint- 
" ments of your, own army, as the plunder and 
'< fporl of the enemies. You remember, fir, 
" that this was your own propofal." 

" I do, Madam, ( anfwered he ) and (hall 
<c faithfully perform it, though really the ap- 
<c pointments of the army at prefent are fo very 
" fhort, and even thefe fo badly fupplied, that 
<c I fear what may be faved from them will not 
" anfwer your expectation, though. I will do 
" what I can ; in an enemy's country foldiers 
" may fhift for themfelves.. But whatever this 
" falls ftiort (hall be made up in the other ar> 
" tide. The enemies have have had a long 
" opportunity to enrich themfelves, which will 
" turn out well to ;your account now. T I'll 

ftriplthem to the . fkin for you. It is. good 

*po- 
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** policy to ruin an enemy's country which we 
* 4 do not defign to keep pofleffion of ; as it dif- 
44 ables them from making head again for a 
44 confiderable length of time. * I hope alfo to 
44 conduct the military operations of the cam- 
44 paign in fuch a manner, that your ladyfhip 
44 (hall 'not be afhamed of having recommend- 
44 ed me to the command." 

44 As to that, fir, (replied (he) it is no affair 
44 of mine. You are to take care of that up- 
44 on your own account; and I wifh you may, 
46 if it were only to difappoint the prefages of 
44 thofe who oppofed your promotion; fome of 
44 whom went fo far as to foy, that you were 
44 deftitute of every qualification neceflary for 
* 4 fo important a charge."— — Saying this, fhe 
turned from htm, leaving hrm to enjoy the plea- 
sure of meditating on her laft words. 

The departure of the general made way for 
the entrance of the admiral, who was fum- 
moned next, and whom her ladyfhip addrefled 
with as little ceremony as fhe had fhewn to 
the former. 

44 You have been recommended to me, fir, 
44 (faid fhe) by one of my women to whom, I 
44 underftand, you have the honour of being 
. 44 related, as a proper perfon to be entruftea 
44 with the command of a fleet, to cruize upon 
44 the enemy; and, oh her vouching your me- 
44 rit, I have got you preferred before feveral 
44 officers of known ability." 

44 I am eternally devoted to your ladyfhip, 
44 (anfwered he, elated at his fuccefs) and hope 
44 I fhall be fo happy as not to difappoint your 
44 expectations in any refpecV* 
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" I hope not, (replied the) and, as I coi 
c< fide in the character given me of you, ha' 
44 not yet exprefsly ftipulated any condition 
44 but you muft not imagine upon that accoui 
44 that 1 do not expe& any. You know tl 
44 nature of the command which you are to g 
44 upon. It is to attack the enemy's trad 
44 and plunder their fettlements in thofe plao 
44 where you expe& to meet the leaft refiftanc 
"•Now, iir, in executing fuch a com mi flic 
44 you muft certainly make many valuable caj 
44 tures; three fourths of the clear produce « 
44 which I {hall expe£t, for procuring you tl 
44 command j the reft you may divide amor 
44 yourfelves. If you approve of this, yoi 
44 commiffion fhall be made out dire&ly." 

44 I amtoofenfibleofyourladylhip's favou 
44 (returned he) to diflikc any thing you pre 
44 pofe. As for myfelf, I have nothing in vie^ 
44 but honour ; and that, at kaft, I ihall hav 
44 an opportunity to acquire.'* 

44 Honour,, fir ! ( interrupted (he haftily 
44 How do you mean f If it is by fighting wit 
44 the fleets of the enemy, you quite miftak 
44 the matter. Inftead of that, you muft ui 
44 all poffible care to avoid them, and not ru 
44 the hazard of difappointing the defign upo 
44 which you are fent, and lofing the fleet en 
44 trufted to you in attempting to acquire ho 
44 nour. Acquire profit, and leave honour t 
* 4 the enemy." 

44 Yes! But pleafe your ladyfhip, (an 

44 fwered the feaman, who did not fo well re 
44 h£h the latter part of his inftru£Hons) Hot 
« 4 (hall I anfwer that to the king ? I (ball b 
*' broke with infamy." 

5 «Nw 
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** Never fear, (replied (he:) do you take 

* ^are to make a profitable cruize, and I will 
1 protect you from all danger of that kind ; 
1 and perhaps make intereft alfo to have you 
c lent out again with a greater force, when. 

4 you fhall not be under a neceflity of ob*- % 
ferving fuch caution." Encouraged by this, 

he admiral promifed to obey her orders, and 

^ent away with an high heart. 
The admiral was fucceeded by the farmer* 

;cne*al, who* advancing to her ladyfhip with 

Confident air, " I have taken the liberty (faid 

He) to bring your ladyfhip a fuit of jewels* 

which I hope you will like. I fhould not 

* prefume to offer therti, if they were not fit 
iror the firft fovereign in Europe to wear." 
** You are always very obliging; (anfwered 
her ladyfhip, catling her eye carelefsly upon 
the* jewels as flie took them) they are indeed 
pretty enough." 

*'. Your ladyfhip does not fee half their beau- 
ty; (replied the farmer) if you will pleafe to 
look a little clofer, you will have a better 
** notion of their value." 

" I beg your parion, fir, (returned (he, tak- 
Xc ing notice of the paper they were wrapped in, 
x< which was a bill of exchange for a great 
* 4 fum of money) I like them extremely. They 
u certainly are very fine ; and I muft fay that 
c< you have the politeft method of prefenting 
u any thing of any man I know. I have 
" wanted to fee you for fome time, to let you 
* know that your propofal is accepted of." 

* c I am much obliged to your ladyfhip (an- 

** fvtfered he) and fhall ftrive to merit your fa- 

** vour on all occafions j though really I am 

Vol, IL L "not 
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" not quite free from apprehenfions of meeting 
" with fuch difficulties in this affair, as may 
" make it much lefs advantageous than is ima- 
" gined. The people are fo exhaufted by the 
* c multitude of their taxes, that they declare 
* €i themfelves unable to pay any more, and in 
<c their defpair exprefs a difcontent little fliort 
" of rebellion ; fo that I believe we mall be 
" under a neceflity of calling for affiftance from 
€< the army to levy any thing." 

" " And you (hall have it, (replied her lady-. 
" fhip) whenever you require it. That is a 
€< proof of their being exhaufted, indeed ! If 
" they are in want, let the men all lift in the 
"army, that is the proper place* for them; 
" and then the women and children will have 
** enough. Don't you fliew the leaft tendfcr- 
' ** nefs to one of them. It only encourages the 
** reft. Their complaints are all feigned. If 
•* they were in fuch diftrefs as they pretend, 
" their fpirits would hardly be fo high. 

** I (hall punctually obferve your ladyftiip's 
€i directions, (returned he) and depend on your 
" protection, if any thing fhould happen. 

The counfellor of the parliament fucceeded 
the farmer-general, to whom her ladyfhip ad- 
dreffed herfelf with as little ceremony as the 
others. <c Sir, (faid (he) I have confidere J ef 
" what you faid to me, and fear the fcheme 
4< is impracticable. Your people feem too 
" refractory to be influenced by fuch me- 
*< thods." 

<c Madam, (anfwered he) I muft beg leave 
<c to fay, your ladyfhip's apprehenfions are 
cc groundless. I know the temper of every 
♦< ir.an among them, and what will prevail 
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•* on each. If you pleafe to make the experi- 
44 merit, I will anfwer for the event." 

•" Well, fir, (replied fhe) then it fhall be fo, 
44 and you {hall have the place on the terms 
44 propofed; though, if your fcheme fucceeds 
44 readily, 1 (hall ex peel: a farther confidera- ' 
44 tion, as it will then be much more valu- 
44 able," 

44 Your ladyfhip (returned he) may depend 
44 on my obedience to any thing you require." 

" That's true, (added her ladyfhip, calling 
44 him back juft as he was going out of the 
44 room) there is one thing which I had like 
44 to have .forgot mentioning, though indeed it 
44 was plainly implied in what we faid. It is 
44 likely that the jefuits will offer large fums of 
44 money, to avert the ftorm that threatens 
44 them. That, you know, I am to fhare in, 
44 equally with the other perquifites of your 
44 place," 

44 Why — really — (faid he) if your ladyfhip 

44 infifts upon it j though, as it is but a 

44 contingency, it is difficult to bring it with- 
44 in any rule." 

44 Sir, (anfwered fhe warmly) I do and will 
44 infift upon it 5 and think it odd for you to 
44 make any difficulty." 

44 No, Madam ! by no means ! (replied he) 
44 I make no difficulty at all ; but till your la- 
44 dyfhip had declared your pleafure, it was 
44 impoffible for me to forefee it. Is there any 
44 thing elfe?" 

44 No, (returned her ladyfhip)* not that I 
44 recollect now. If I fhould think of any' 
44 thing farther, I will let you know." 

L 2 The 
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The next who was admitted to an audience 
was the nobleman who had held the bafon to 
her ladyfhip, as fhe wafhed her hands. " I 
" am forry, my lord duke, faid fhe, (as foon as 
* c he had paid his compliments) that I have 
<l been obliged to make you wait fo long ; but 
" bufinefs, my lord ' 

" Your ladyfhip (anfwered his grace, with 
* c the utmoft complaifance ) need be under no 
" concern. I am no ftranger myfelf to the 
* c urgency of ftate-affairs." 

" Well,my lord, (faid fhe) at length I have the 
" honour to congratulate your grace on your 
" fon's fuccefs. His majefty made many diffi- 
" culties at firft ; but they all vanifhed when 
" I told him of the match between the mar- 
" quis and my coufin. . He faid, he could re- 
* c fufe nothing to anyone who was to be allied 
" to me." 

" My fon is in duty^ obliged to his majefty, 
44 (replied his grace) and I have a juft fenfe of 
*' your ladyfhtp's favour." 

" I am glad, my lord* (continued fhe) that 
* c your good fenfe and prudence have enabled 
Cl you to conquer that abfurd pride of family, 
14 which makes fools of fo many. Though 
" your fon's intended wife is the daughter of 
c< a mechanic, fhe is. my kinfwoman; and, if I 
v< live, I'll make the proudeft peer of France 
*' glad to marry into my family. The king is 
tf the fountain of nobility, and what he can 
** beftow they fhall not want." 

" Your ladyfhip's own merit (anfwered he 
€< cooly) makes it an honour to any family to 
* € be allied to you. I will fend my fbn to re- 

" turn 
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46 turn his thanks to your ladyfhip, and re- 
** ceive your farther commands." 

The biflibp was now the only one who re- 
mained ; but her ladyfliip had already had too- 
much bufinefs that morning, and therefore fent. 
him word, that fhe could not fee him till foma 
ether time 



CHAP. XHf. 

Make hay while the fun jhineu All go to the 

mar kit y where they can have moft for their 

money. A cmcerfation concluded in charac- 
ter. 

THESE important matters Befng thus 
dHpatched, the cardinal came out of his 
elofet, and failing at her ladyfliip, "It is a 
cc pity (faidhe) that your ladyfliip cannot pub- 
" Hcly affume the offibe of prime minifter, you 
c< do bufinefs in fuch a mafterfy manner/' 

" Why,. (anfwefed£he,.laughing) 1 have no 
** notion of making many words, when I have 
,4 * refolved upon a thing; nor of ufing the 
** agency of others in what I can do better 
*< myfeln They always make fuch bungling 
«* work, that I have no patience with them. 
** Plain-dealing prevents miftakes. Belide, they 
** cannot get fuch good terms as I do. People 
" chaffer and higgle with them, who do not in 
** the leaft objec? to what I require. As to 
** the breach of decency, I defpife it. I ftudy 
L 3 "my 
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44 my own convenitncy, not other people's opr- 
44 nions." 

44 Your ladyfhip judges very rightly 5 (rc- 
44 plied he) great minds are above the rules 
44 which cftrecl: the conduct of their infe«- 
44 riors." 

44 Well ! ( refumed her ladyfhip) Do iiot 
44 you think now that all thefe perfons are pro- 
44 perly qualified for my purpofe ? I hold my 
44 power by a very precarious tenure, and there- 
44 fore think it prudence to make the moft of 
44 it while it lafts. What is the intereft or 
44 honour of the kingdom to me ? I know that 
44 with the king's favour I gained the hatred of 
44 every other perfon in the kingdom, and that 
44 on the lofs of that I fhould feel all the weight 
44 of the latter; to avoid which I'll take care 
44 to provide what (hall make my retreat elfe- 
44 where comfortable, for I will never ftay a, 
44 moment after I become fubje& to their in- 
44 fults ; and for that very reafon I fend my mo- 
44 neybefore me as faft as I can." 

44 Then yoiir lady {hip (replied the cardinal) 
44 is refolved on going to England ! " 

44 Moft certainly; (faid (he) What other 
44 place could I expeel the fame fafety or fatis- 
44 faction in ? A perfon that has but money 
44 enough to give into the extravagancies of the 
44 mode will never want an agreeable reception 
44 there. As to the difficulty you made about 
44 going with me, there is nothing in it. There 
44 will no more objection be made to yourcha- 
44 racier than to mine. As foon as the novel- 
44 ty is worn off, we (hall pafs as unnoticed as 
44 we can wilh, and meet as much refp^cl as 
4r we can pay for. The pope himfelf, fo- 

44 lemnly 
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u lemnly as he is abjured, would find a wel- 
44 come in England for his money ; fo that you 
44 need not be fo delicate and timorous. It is 
44 but laying afide your red hat, and you need 
44 apprehend nothing." 

44 Your ladyfhip (anfwered the cardinal, who 
44 did not much like the manner in which flie 
44 fpoke thefe laft words) cannot think that I 
44 lhould make any difficulty of following you 
44 to the remoteft part of the world. The hap- 
44 pinefs I enjoy in your favour exceeds every 
44 other confideration. As to thofe people who 
4C have been with you this morning, is it your 
44 pleafure that I fhould mention them to the 
<4 king; or will your ladyfliip rather do it your- 
« 4 felf r Thofe 1 mean whom the importance of 
<c the employments which you deiign them for 
<c makes it neceflary to obferve fuch caution 
€i about. There will be great murmuring at 
4< their promotion among the nobility, who 
€t have applied for thofe commands," 

" Let them murmur on ; ( replied fhe haugrn 
44 tily) I defpife every thing in their power to 
44 fay or do ! I'll humble their pride, by (hew- 
44 ing them how little I regard them. I made 
4C the duke wait fo long to day, to let him fee 
" that his fon's marrying my relation gave hint 
44 no confequence with me. As to this affair,. 
44 I'll fpeak to the king myfelf, for form-fake; 
" but you may order their feveral commiffions 
44 to be got ready in the mean time'." 

44 Really, (returned the cardinal) I think 

u you gave his grace fufficlent reafon, even 

" after he was admitted* to fee that you 

iC held him not in very high refpedt. But how 

L 4 "came 
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" came you not to fee the bifhop ? Had he 

** any particular bufmefs ?" 

" Bufmefs ! (faid her ladyfliip, after a loud 
4C laugh) Yes; and that no lefs than a cardi- 
* c nafs hat, I aflure you. Becaufe I got you. 
4< one for gartering ray (lockings, he founds 
<€ his pretenfions on buckling my Cboes. Hah ! 
44 hah ! hah ! It is true he offers fair. He un- 
44 dertakes to be either for or agaLnft the 'Jc- 
44 fuits, for or againft the conflitut'ion \\ infhort^ 
f * any thing, or every thing I pleafe, now, or 
44 a* any other time." 

M Pious prelate ! (added the. cardinal, after 
** he had joined in the laugh) He has a nioft 
44 convenient cpnfcience, and cannot fail to 
44 rke |n the church. I prefurae you have not 
€C rejected fp ample offers." 

^ I am not refoived about him yet; (re- 
44 plied (he) I rnuft try his patience here firft 
44 for a while. When I haye broken him fuf- 
44 £ciently by attendance, I'll then confide* 
44 whether k is proper to gratify his ambition, 
-* 4 or give him a refufah" 

Their political conference was broken off 
here, by one of a fofter nature* The cardinal 
was top gallant not to dedicate fomepart of nis 
private audience to love, and her Udyihip toQ 
teader tp refufe his addreffes. After fome time 
fpent in. dalliance, the cardinal recolkfteJ that 
the king was by that time returned from hunt- 
ing, and accordingly haftened away tp wait 
uppn him; while her ladyfliip prepared to re- 
ceive the vifit which his majefty never failed 
tp r#y her e^verv day, 

CHAP. 
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CHAR XiV. 

J curious 1 though not an uncommon pifture. Play 
a trout properly y and you'll catch it. The faf- 
emotion ofeafe.. 

IT was not very long before the king arrived. 
From the nature of their connexion I ex- 
pected that their meeting would be attended 
with the war me ft expreffions of paflion ; but 
there appeared no traces, of any fuch thing be- 
tween them. The king entered her apaitment . 
with a liftlefs, indifferent air, as if he knew 
not what elfe to do with himfelf ; and, Joliing 
into a chair, fcarce returned any anfwer to her 
enquiries after his health; which flie alfo ex- 
prefTed with the coolnefs.of compliment and: 
words of courfe. . 

When he had fat, or rather dosed thus for 
feme time, in a kind of fufperfion of though^ 
he feemed as it were to awake, and turning to 
his miftrefs,,gavc her an account of his morn- 
ings fport, as. particularly as if (he underftoed ! 
it as well as himfelf; while fheliftened to him 
with, the greateft attention and appearance of 
pteafure, .a(king him every now and then fuch . 
queftions^ a6 fhould lead him to repeat thofe 
paflages in which fhe faw he took the moft 
delight. . 

When his fpirits were fomewhat raifed in. 
this manner, and the lady thought him in a . 
proper humour for her purpofe, fhe artfully 
L 5 turned 
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turned the converfation upon bufinefs. "T 
44 hope (faid (he, as if carelefly and only from 
44 common <:uriofity) that your majefty has re- 
44 ceived agreeable accounts from your armies 
44 this morning. I hear there are exprefles ar- 
* rived." 

44 Aye ! (anfwered he) fo the cardinal in- 
44 formed me ; but I fuppofe they have brought 
44 nothing material, as he faid no more/' 

44 I cannot help thinking it very ftrange, 
44 (continued (he) that fuch powerful armies as 
44 your majefty fends into the field do not bear 
€C down all before them. Your enemies, arc 
<4 no way able to oppofe them with equal force. . 
44 1 mould fear that* there muft be a fault fome- 
44 where. " .- ■ Then obferving that he feemed : 
to liften to her with fome attention, 44 Is your 
44 majefty certain (continued fhe) that the ge- 
44 nerals to whom you intruft the conduct of 
44 your armies are equal to the charge, or at 
44 leaft that they do not protract the war, for 
44 the fake of continuing in their commands ? 
44 Some thing or other muft be the reafon of< 
«« it." 

44 .Why, yes ! (replied the king) I have of* 
* 4 ten thought fo myfelf j and therefore I be-. 
44 lieve FlI even make apeace* and fo -haver 
44 done with them all;" 

44 A peace ! (exclaimed fhe ftiddenly, equal- . 
44 ly furprifed and alarmed at the word) I did 
44 not know that your majefty had any thoughts 
44 of peace; to be fure, it is moft definable-— 
44 on proper terms." 

44 I can't fay (returned he) that I (hould 
44 have any thought of the kind in the prefent 
u fituation of affairs, if fo many mifcarriages 
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* 4 did not in a manner force me to it. It is % 
* 4 very difagreeable to be difappointed in all my 
> 4 great defigns, and that after fo vaft an ex- 
* 4 pence of blood and treafure." 

44 Difeppointed ! (returned herladyihip,who 
44 now took her cue) Your majefty can never 
44 be difappointed in any defign, till you arc 
44 pleafed to drop it. Inferior princes, who 
44 want power to execute their will* may be 
44 difappointed ; but not a monarch* whofe 
44 word is a law to millions."— • Then rai- 
ling- her voice, and afluming an air of indig- 
nation,." A peace! No ! (continued (he) Your 
44 majefty will never think of a peace, till your 
44 enemies are brought to beg it on their knees. 
44 It. were beneath the dignity of your crown, 
44 and a leffening of your own honour. As for 
44 the trifling fucceffes* which have dejected 7 
44 fome of your own fubje&s as much as they 
44 have elevated the infolence^ of your enemies, 
44 one campaign^ properly condu&ed, will ef- 
44 fe&ually reverfethem. Shall it be faid that 
44 the mighty kingdom of France, governed by 
44 a prince equally the delight of his people, and 
44 the terror of his foes, was obliged to receive 
44 the law from a few mechanic inlanders ? " 

44 But .what can be done to prevent iff ? (faid : 
44 he, rouzed from his lethargy^ by the fpirite3 
44 manner in which (he fpoke) They tell me, 
44 that. my revenues are quite exhaaftcd, and 
44 my fubje&s crying out for •peace." 

44 Who tells your majefty fo"? (anfwered fhe) 
44 Adaftardly, flothful fet, who, -reg? ~*Ms oi* 
44 your glory, think of nothing but craving 
44 in luxurious eafe the fortunes they have 
C4 -amaffed by every iniquitous means. The reve- 
ls. 6-- 44 nue$ 
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" nues pf a kiijg of France can never be ex-- 
a fcaufted, while his fubje&s have a penny left. 
* All the wealth in your kingdom is yours. 
** You. are not obliged to beg from your peo- 
** ple> as the kin{* of England does. As to 
** their feditious cries for peace, if your majef-r 
<* ty was to pay attention to them, you would 
u never carry on a war y and for their wants,.. 
** they are all feigned. Look around your, 
.** court, look at thofe very people (traitors I 
** had alrnoft called them) who tell you fuclv 
** ftori$s, and. fee whether any thing like want 
**• appears about them* Perhaps they meaa . 
'* that the populace is diffati^ficd, becaufe they, 
c * cannot live in fuch. luxury as they do them- 
4fe *felves. If they reajly do want* why do not. 
** their companionate advocates aflift them out 
** of their abundance, without applying to your 
4 < majefty ? Are you only to fuffer for the wants . 
^ of t|ie people? Muftyour glory, your ho- 
** -nour be given up, ta feve the fuperfluous- 
44 wealth of your nobles? The very thought is. 
** treafon ; and no loyaL fubjedl would harbour. 
** it himfelf, much lefs prefume to fuggeft it^ 
<* to your majefty. Every one who mentions. 
<f peace till your enemies are humbled, and all 
" your great defigns accompliflied, is a traitor; 
** to your intereft and glory.'* 

^ But if I continue the war, (faid the king) 
** how can I be fure of better fuccefs than I . 
u have met hitherto,? " 

" Change the perfomj who have the conduft 
*■*■ of the war, (anfwered her ladyfhip, who had 
v now drawn him to the point me wanted) and ; 
<c never doubt of the fuccefs. You have hi T 
w thmo employed the nobility, who look up- 
5j <f on 
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^eathe command of fleets and armies as their - 
44 birth-right, and confequently take no pains 
44 to acquire that military knowledge which ... 
** alone gives a juft title to command, and^ 
u promifes fuecefe ; but upon.any misfortunes, . k 
M though evidently occafioned by their own er- - 
** row, grow weary of the war, and adviffe.; 
44 peace,. I would remove them all, and em-*. 
" ploy only thofe who hare given inftaoces of/ 
44 merit equal to fuch a truft;- and who, having - 
* 4 no dependance but upon your majefty's fa- - 
•* vour, fhali omit. nothing poffible.tb obtain 5 
44 it ; nor, . when their, own ambition is iati&r - 
44 fied, infolently prefume to advife your mar - 
4 * jefty to facrifice your glory to their eafe." 

44 But where (replied he) flialLL find fuchi 
** perfons? I know of none." 

44 There are enough,, (returned <h"e) if your,- 
44 majefty pleafes.to make ufe. of their fervice.-. 
44 1 myfelf cpuld at this very time name both a i 
44 general and an admiral, for whofe.fuccefs I. 
44 would be fecurity to yaurjnajefty; and asto> 
44 your revenues being exhaufted*. and your 
44 parliament uneafy, I have juft now been* 
44 talking with a counfellor who undertakes to * 
44 make the latter as.implicitely fubmif&ve to . . 
44 your will as you can defire : as I alfo know ••_ 
44 a farmer, who will make no excufes of the 
44 people's incapacity to pay your majeftyV* 
44 taxes. All the difficulties which thofe peace- 
44 makers talk fo much of are owing folely to > 
44 their own rnifmanagement ; and they are : 
44 unfaithful fervants, who make fo many ob- 
"* 4 ftacles to obeying your commands. When 
44 the proud lazy nobles fee that you can be 
44 better feryed without them, their infolence> 

"will. 
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c * will be humbled, and they will ftrive to me- 
** rit the employments which now they in a 
** manner demand as their due;" 

"Well! (faid the king, who was now 
" worked up to the proper pitch) Be it Co 
" then ! Let thofe people whom you fpeak of 
" be employed. I am rofolved I will hear no 
" more of peace, till I have accomplifhed my 
" deflgns. I will not fubmit my will to their's, 
" nor poftpone myglory to fuch mean conff- 
" derations,"— Then, riftng from his chair 
in a heat, he exprefled feveraJ fentiments of 
magnanimity and heroifm, as he walked about 
the room, till, cooling from his paffion, he 
funk into his former ferenitv,. and, returning 
to his chair j took a nap, to dream of conquefts - 
and glory, and compofe his fpirits for his din- 
ner ; while his miftrefs difpatched a billet to • 
the cardinal, to let him know that (he had fet- 
tled every thing, and he might give their fe- 
veral commiffions to the perfons (he had ap- - 
pointed in the morning/ . 

" By. what defpicaUe agents (faid I to my- 
" felf, turning away in.difgjnft) does Heaven ■ 
" work the moft dreadful events! How weak 
" is the thread by which a mighty people are 
" guided ! At length I fee. the- myflcry of ft- 
" vouritifm. To leave: the mind absolutely at 
%<< eafe,. watch its ruling paffions, and, without 
" feeming to have any thing elfe in view, art- 
" fully fuggeft the objeds of one's own dd- 
#i figns, as the means of their gratification. 
u My foul is fick of vicfr and. folly. I'll feek 
" relief in that happy land where a free peo- 
<c pie is governed by a king who is himfdf 
" free, Jbefore fuch manifold abufcs .of the blef- 

«« fingsi 
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u fings of Heaven, as have for fome time en— 
w groffed my attention, make me hate my own* 

V nature* and abjure the name of man-' 

Saying this, I wijhed myfelf dii*6Uy into Eng r 
land. 



.CHAP, xv; 

*flje fcene changed.' jt plea/kg. profpeSf fuddenfy/ 
ever-ca/k Ah eajy way to get rtdnf a wrong- 
Ur\ with a comfortable pUliJler for a broken headi , 
He that throws dirt always fouls hisjifigersi 

ON my arrival in England; I f6und 'myfelf - 
near the feat of a nobleman of the firft - 
rank, in that part of the ifland which lay next : 
to France, not. having thought oPany particu? 
lar place when J wtfb&kmyfelf from thence*. 
. The iacgenefs of the heufe,\aml the flourifh- 
ing condition of the extenfive demefne- around 
it, fhewed'the- wealth, of. the. owner* . as th« 
fmile of content on. the ftures- of- hi9 tenants 
proved his generality and juftiee.-. Induftry 
procured plenty,, and liberty* fweetened, at. the 
fame time that it fecuied enjoyment. 

Struck with . the contrail between this, and * 
the fcenes I had lately feeih, I fhared fympathe* 
tically in the general :je$r ; and in the honeft 
pride of my heart, refolved topleafe myfelf with . 
■taking a more particular view of the man whbfe 
virtues diffufed fuch happinefs around him. But 
What was my furprize and difappointment, to > 
find «the profpeft orereaft where I expe£ted.to 
have fcea it brighfcft | J& his own. family, and : 

where 
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where his more immg&tte nrefenre ivwiM here ■ 
grated with Jhegra^forae* ambition had 
bantlhed harmony, and: poifoned every knft. 
with animofity and rancour. . 

The flames of this diflention, which had Jong* 
been fmothercd* burft out with the moft n.-. 
diculeus violence, juft at the time I enfeoaed*. 
Though fech a domestic fcene at this was a. 
defcent from thgfe jpwat opes which . I had' 
lately been engaged in obfervirtgj yet* as k 
difpbyed the iaconfifteoey of the human heart: 
in a new light, ,1 thought it merited my attrac- 
tion. 

The occafiten of the breach was this::. One? 
of the lord's agents, who, fcv tfie a&Wity anil 
fanguineft of to 'temper, had in a manner eft* 
groflfed the whole gumagement of .bis tmfksb. 
affairs, bad taken fci* his head to go to law 
with one of the principal 'gentlemen in thfr: 
neighbourhood; ftomaa apprehenfion tfcfcfc fat- 
intended to take the .part of acoufi&ef bis*, 
with whom his lofdftitp had had a bog fink 
for encroaching upon hi fide of die eemmon. . 

The agent had con d*fted this lilit with eqmii 
judgment and fuccefo, and at a very grdatvexi- 
pence, for it waanot his dtfoofidnn *r ftanrer 
any caufe he took in tumd; foiled his ridverftf 
xy in all hi* attempts, and net onlyjMBCDNcred* 
from him the placer he badiunjumpeiEAdi 
himfelf of, buf alib obtained fevaral occrecs for. 
cofts, by which fee turned him out of jfo man / 
other parts of hi» cftate^ that he had not kli 
him a penny to foe an attorney to cany either 
foit any longer, though his proud and titqpfcsfc* 
temper would not permit bun togiv*.* up,: ty 

. . y;*A*-"- 
Mattel 
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•Matters were in this fituation, when the 
agent propofed filing a bill di redely againft 
the coufin, who (he faid he had received un- 
doubted intelligence) had entered into a prir 
vate agreement with the other to fupply him 
with money to go on with his law-fuit, and 
aflift him alio with his intereft to recover 
his lofies. This was a direft breach of a 
former agreement between him and his lord- 
fhip, by which he had obliged himfelf not to 
meddle in the dispute at all ; the agent was for 
falling upon him without any ceremony, al- 
ledging, that it was much better to be plaintiiF 
than defendant in any fuit ; as muft certainly 
be their cafe if they were not be&ne-hafld with 
Abe other, who was at that very time prepar«!*£ 
to attack, them* as appeared by fevexal late in* 
{fences of his behaviour. 

To this propo&l his lordftwp did not think 
{>roper to give a determinate anfwer, tiU he 
ihould confult with the reft of his tenants and 
fervants ; as, by their leafed -they were all bound 
to defray the expences of any iuits which were 
far the general good of the effete.. But when 
the agent acquainted them with his defiga, 
though he fupported it with very ftrong rea- 
fons, and which in the fequel proved to be well 
founded, they were all of a different opinion, 
and (aid, it would be very imprudent to en- 
tangle themfelves in a new difpute before they 
were out of the old, efpecially as they were al- 
ready at a greater expence than they could welt 
bear. 

The agent, whofe temper was too warm to 
brook oppofition, without any refpec~t, to his 
matter's pretence, flew into- a violent paffion % 

an* 
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and called them a parcel of poor-fpirited trim- 
ming fellows, who would lofe a pound to fave 
a penny. They were not behind -hand with 
him in abufc, but fakl, that he was a hot- 
headed beggarly upftart, who, having no for- 
tune of his own to lofe, cared not what ex- 
pence or danger he drew others into. 

The lord thought it but juft, in fuch a cafe 
as this, to follow the opinion of the majority, 
and therefore rejected the agent's propofaf. 
But he did not give it up on that account ; but 
refolved to try another method, by which he 
did not doubt of carrying his point. The 
great fuceefs with- which he had managed his 
maiter's bufinefs, ever fince he had been em- 
ployed, had made him fuch a favourite with 
the tenants, and given him befide fo great a 
confequence in his own eyes, that he thought 
his lordfhip could not do without him, and 
■would therefore fubmit to any thing rather 
than part with him. Full- of this opinion, he- 
went to him next morning, and giving him upr 
his keys, in a kind of pet, told him, he was; 
forry nc could not ferve his lordfhip any lon- 
ger, as he thought proper to prefer other peo- 
ple's advice to- his. 

His lordfhip, as if he had been prepared 
for the thing, received the keys very calm- 
ly, and telling him he was alfo lorry to 
lofe fo good an agent, difmiffed him molt po- 
litely, with thanks for his paft fervices. 

This was a ftroke the other was not pre- 
pared for. He flood thunder-ftruck for fome 
moments ; then, burfting into a flood of tears* 
kitted his lord (hip's hand paflionately, and, 
declaring himfelf overcome by fuch goodtiefr, 

bid* 
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feid, he was ready to fpend the laft hour of his 
life in the fervice of fo kind a mafter. The 
confequence of this be thought would have 
been, that his lordlhip would dke&ly return 
him his keys, and re- inflate him in his employ- 
ment, for he was far enough from defigning to 
relign it ; but he found himfelf difappo»nted in 
this alfo. The lord, much as he valued him 
for his abilities and honefty, both of which 
were iinqueftionable, had ibr (bme time felt 
the warmth of his temper, not without unea- 
finefs, and was glad of fo fair an opportunity 
of getting rid of a fervant who had {hewed on 
many occafion, as well as this, that he meant 
to be mafter; not doubting but he had others 
in his family capable of managing his affairs 
with equal fidelity and judgment* 

The fituation of the late agent on this oc- 
cafion may -be eafiiy conceived. He retired to 
his own noufe, and throwing himfelf on his 
bed, gave his mind up to the moft mortifying 
reflections. But what he felt from his own 
thoughts was nothing to the vexation he re- 
ceived from others. Such an affair could not 
in the nature of things be long kept a fecret. 
The moment it came to the ears of his rela- 
tions, and dependants, that he had loft his 
employment, they all flocked about him, croak- 
ing like fo many ravens about a carrion; fom« 
of them asking impertinent queftions, others 
giving abfurd advice ; this upbraiding him with 
his rafhnefs, that accufing his mafter of ingra- 
titude $ and all lamenting the difappointment 
of the hopes they had built on his favour, till 
their noife and nonfenfe quite turned the poor 
pun's head ; the confequence of which was, 

than 
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that in his delirium lie wrtfte a letter : t*4Br 
dark of the parifh, wbkb he was to readattbte 
veftrjv giving as Vreafon for bfe throwing «fr 
'his employment, that hubfdfl^ truly i^tooftL 
-no longer fubmit to be raided by kmii; oiid 
therefore he did not thirik k pitnW t o ferte 
•him -any longer. . . 

ThiseffeJortHycliftched&e^ftiiF. Iffcfe 
matter had even been inclined to «va**look 
what had pafed, ai&tldfefehfeira 
*gain, ^Ibfly^diilfclenMofthi^kCterfM 
it out df his pewtn fa i k wetfld %we tee* 
Mainly *fcftowiedgiiig, *ha* be rtfig^d jfejriit. 
fclf abfolutefy to & feuidttc*. 

The Wifcttrfs ***&k» tt* a* JUNrtg^ 
aggerate this unaccountable conduct in the 
moft malicious manner ; but hi* lord viewed 
it in another light, and juftly imputing it to 
fnadnefs, not only took no notice of it, but 
alfo, to comfort him in hisdifrrefe, generoufly 
gave him an annuity fuffirient to fupport him 
in the rank of a gentleman, exprefsly as a re- 
ward for his pafl: fer vices \ and wrote a Ictte* 
with hi* own hatttd to his wife, who was aa- 
high-fpuited dame, and ciime From a good fa- 
mily, in which he foothed her vanity, by pay-- 
inghtt Ae<0hipKmejit <tf <a»ing IfC^aldf. 

Thoftgh ftii a&ofbmaity J*oe«*de*^^ 
from the genetofry of hblordfti^fc^rtk £h*» 
enemies Of the late agent g*ve i(^ *rve*y linV- 
rent turn. Thefiwcefe wttdfc flfe btflp&ii 
had hi hfe btifinefe, and fei* fiuigwne p N >i l ft . 
fions of regard for 4* inttMtft of t l$fe teh***, 
had worr 4utn Aeif fcohftdentfe Wid fc¥«or>^ 
fcch a derrte, tint they i»medlftftfly1$fl " 
upon his giving «p his <MployiQ^* M 
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iut there were fome fchemes to their dUad- 
^antage in meditation, which he would not 
join in; and^ confequently, that their interefts.' 
Would be betrayed, and the law-foit which he 
had conduced with fo much credit, and~ 
fcrought almoft to an happy conclusion, at. 
io great an expence, patched up in a poul- 
try manner, and all the money loft. 

To lefl'en him, therefore, in the opinion of 
the populace, was confidered as the moft effec- 
tual method to flop their clamors, and difable 
liim from making mifchief between them and 
Jbis lordfhip's fervants. For this purpofe, to 
make the news, of his .having got the annuity 
loon enough and fufficiently known, the town- 
acrier proclaimed it at. the. market-crofs ; and it 
was immediately infmuated, with the greatefl 
induftry, that it was the price of his boafted 
regard to the tenants; that he had fold his in- 
fluence over them, and engaged to make them 
approve any meafures hb lordfhip pleafed, 
however contrary to their intereft and honour. 

But though this ruined his confequence,. it 
was far from having all the effeS that was ex- 
pe&ed. The tenants feemed refolved to think 
that their intereft was to be facrificed, becaufe 
the perfon who fucceeded to the management 
of his lordftiip's bufinefc was not immediately 
of their own chufing ; and therefore, inftead 
of minding their work, and going to plough 
and cart, as they ought to do, they fpent their 
time tippling in ale-houfes, and railing at the 
new agent, even before he had time to do any 
thing that fhould fhew whether he was capable 
of the bufinefs or notj and for fear this humour 
fhould Gool, fome mifchief-making folks hired 

a nack 
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a pack of ballad-fingers, to go about the ftreets 
ringing black-guard fongs of the agent and all 
his friends 5 who, to return the complrmeht, 
got as fcurrilous a crew as the others, who 
threw tlirt and called foul names as faft as they, 
for their lives : fo that the whole village was 
in an uproar, and any ftranger, who fhould 
have heard both fides, muft have concluded, 
that there was not a man in the parifh who 
was not a beggarly, loufy, lying, pick-pocket, 
vagabond, cheat, and fcoundrel. 



CHAP. XVI. 

A receipt for popularity. Turn a caji-horfe to 
graze on a common. The old Jleward a Sis the 
Jkond part to the agenfs farce* An hint by 
the bye. 

THE lord, whofe own good-nature made 
him wifh to live in harmony with all the 
world, was greatly vexed at fuch fcandalous 
wrangling thus under his nofe ; not that he 
knew it all either : the new agent, who from 
a long acquaintance had a particular influence 
over him, let him hear no more of it than he 
thought proper, contriving to keep every one 
from him who mould fay a word which he 
did not diftatc j fo that his lordlhip was made 
to believe, that all the difturbance and abufe 
came from the other fide, and was levelled at 
him, as well as his fervants. 

6 Though 
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Though all the fervants were glad of the 
late agent's difgrace, in hopes of fharing fome 
part of that power which he had engrofled fo 
entirely to himfelf, that they were no more 
than meer cyphers in the family, the one who 
rejoiced mou openly, was the old fteward. 

He had been many years a faithful fervant, to 
the beft of his knowledge and abilities, to his 
lordfhir/s family; and though he was never 
thought to be fo clear-headed or refolute in the 
management of affairs as the late agent, yet he 
was very ufeful in fome things. He had made 
a confiderable party among the tenants, for 
this lord's father, when he came firft to the' 
eftate, to which he was apprehensive of hav- 
ing his title difputed, by the generous manner 
in which he gave his beef and beer among 
them, for he was very well to-pafe in the world, 
and never failed to treat the mob with a bon- 
fire and a barrel of ftingo every now- and- then ; 
by which meens he alfo won their hearts fo, 
that he had always a party among the pariflii- 
oners, to choofe what officers he bade them, 
fo that he was able to carry any point he plea- 
fed at the veftry, which, to do him juftice, was 
ever what his lordfhip directed. 

By this extravagant way of living, it is true, 
he had gone behind-hand a good deal, but he 
never ftopt for that, he had ftill fomething left ; . 
and the ftewardfhlp, which he had had fo long 
that he looked upon it as his own, brought 
him in a good penny beflde, that enabled him 
very well to live on at his old rate. 

The imperious manner in which the late 
agent behaved, had made the fteward long 
wifh to be rid of himj but he did not know 

how 
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Stow to bring it aboat ; and, efpecially at this 
time, he would: not even attempt it, for fear of 
giving any htnderance to his lord's airairs* 
which the other managed; fo well : but whea 
he faw it thus done to* his hand he could not 
contain his joy, but ran up and down to every 
fervant in the houfe r from the butter to the 
fcullion, poking his nofe in their. faces, and 
ihaking hands wdth them on their happy deli- 
verance. Coming among the reft to the neiw 
agent, and addreffing him in the fame manner, 
<* My good friend r (returned the latter dryly) 
** take care. Do not run mad with joy to*-' 
«' diy, nor with grief to-morrow*" 

The. fteward's heart was too full to take no- 
tice of this fpeech now, but he underftood. it 
when it was too late. I have obferved that the- 
new agent was in particular favour with his 
lord. Though getting rid of that over-bearing 
wrangler was a great point gained, it was far 
fronvbeing all that he had in view. The fte* 
wardship was the thing he had fixed his heart 
upon. It was the firft place in rank in the 
fervice, and, by the command of the cafh, 
gave a power of every thing to one who had- 
Ipirit to exert it* which be was reiblved to do 
to the utmoft extent, and not be encroached 
upon and brow-beaten by any under-fervant, 
as the other had been. 

But, though he was fure of getting the place 
from his lord when it fhould be vacant* the 
long, fervices of the old fteward, and the inte- 
reft which his hofpitality had acquired him 
«*nong the tenants, from the 1 weakhieft o( 
whom he had always found means to borrow 
***? money his loixl wanted, till the rents came 

in, 
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t, made him think it neceffary to proceed with 
Idrefs, in getting him turned off. For this 
:afon he paid him uncommon compliments, 
id let him go on juft as he plcafed, in ex* 
s&ation of his doing fomething, now that he 
'as freed from reftraint, that might give a 
:>lour for removing him; but, whether by 
liance or defign, he difappointed his fchemes, 
id proceeded fo regularly that he could take no 
old of him* 

This obliged him to change his meafures* 
iccordingly he gave orders to the receivers, 
nder the fteward, (fome of whom,tho' brought 
1 by him, and under the greateft obligations 
> his bounty, bafely betrayed him, the mo- 
lent they faw him totter in his place) to per- 
lex the buftnefs of his office as much as pof- 
ble, and even difpute his orders, which, it 
rzs not doubted, would put him off his guard, 
nd make him give the advantage that was 
3ught for agatnft him, by doing fomething 
Tegular, in his refentment. 

1 his fcheme had the defired effeft, though 
tot precifely in the manner that was expec- 
ed. The fteward, ignorant of the fiiare laid 
or him, in the ufual courfe of his bufinefs gave 
ne of the attorneys, concerned in carrying on 
he law-fuit, an order upon the receivers, for 

fum of money to clear off his bill of cofts. ' 
The receivers, as they had been dire&ed, made 

difficulty of paying it without an exprefs or- 
er from his lordfhip. This was a direft at- 
ack upon the Reward's authority. He ran 
aftandy to the lord, and fluttering out his 
:ory as -well as his paffion would permit him, 
emanded that thofe infolcnt fellows fhould be 

Vol, II. M dif- 
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discharged directly, or he could not do his bu- 
finefs any longer. 

The lord, who by the bye was prepared for 
this fecond part of the agent's farce, anfwered 
him carelefsly, that he was forry to lofe fo old 
a fervant ; and, turning about, walked away, 
humming a tune. The lie ward, who had lived 
in a kind of familiarity with the late lord, could, 
not bear fuch a flight ; he left the room di- 
rectly, and ran about the whole houfe, telling 
every one he met how ill his lordfhip had ufed 
him. 

Bjut he foon found that he had more caufe of 
complaint than he knew of; for the very next 
morning his letter of attorney was fuperfeded, 
and the ftewardfhip given to the new agent, 
who thus got the whole bufinefs into his own 
hands, having put a creature of his own into 
the agency, who dared not to difobey his or- 
ders in any thing. 

It is not eafy to defcribe the old fteward's 
aflonifhment at fuch an unexpected ftroke. 
However, he preferred the dignity of his cha- 
racter much better than the late agent had 
done ; for when he waited upon his lordfhip, 
to give him up his keys, &c. he made no mean 
attempts to recover his favour and keep his 
place ; and when the lord, in the goodnefs of 
his heart, offered him an annuity alfo, being 
unwilling that he mould want in his old days, 
he refufed it with difdain, declaring it fhould 
never be faid, " that old True-penny^ who had 
" fpent fo many pounds in good beef and ftrong 
" beer, in his lordfhip's fervice, was glad to 
" take up with a paultry annuity at laft." 

Such 
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Such a return for his labour' and expence 
Should have been fufficient to open his eyes t& 
•the folly he had been fo long guilty of, and 
have taught hkn to live frugally and quietly the 
remainder of his days j but the habit had takea 
too faft hold on him to be ever (haken off. 
The moment he went home to his own houfe> 
he gathered all his old pot-companions and 
trencher-friends about him^ and fell to carouf- 
ing as ufual, flattering himfelf with a foolifh 
hope, that they would ftand fo firmly by him 
at the next veftry, that his lord fhould not be 
fcble to liave his bufinefs done, and therefore 
jfriuft be glad to give him his place again. 

While he fquandefed away the remains of 
his fubftance in this idle manner, and his new 
friend the late agent (for fociety in difgrace had 
united them) fat brooding over his refentment* 
and meditating fchemes of revenge, the new 
fteward was far from enjoying his triumph in 
happinefs. The fall of his predeceffor, who 
had fo long thought liimfelf as firmly fixed as 
man could be, was a warning to him ; and 
though he took all poflible care to fecure him- 
felf, by filling every place in the family, dow» 
to the very ftable-boy, with his dependants, 
and letting no body, as I have obferved be- 
fore, come near his lord, who he was not fa- 
tisfied was abfolutely in his intereft, yet his 
fears every moment formed new dangers to 
torment him ; and he could not fee his lord 
fmile upon the moft devoted friend he had in 
the world, without feeling a jealoufy of having 
his own arts played upon himfelf, and being 
fupplartfed ijn his turn as he had fupplanted the 
others* 

M a How 
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However groundlefs thefe fears were at firft, 
they foon threatened to realize the dangers 
which were only of their own creation. That 
opennefs and gayety of temper, which firft 
gained him his lordfiiip's favour, gave place to 
gloomy filence and referve ; and the univerfal 
benevolence and philanthropy which gave ir- 
refiftible charms to his converfation, and com- 
manded the efteem of every good mind, were 
foured into jealous envy, and fufpicion, that 
iickened at the mention of a virtuous adion. 

CHAP. XVII. 

An holiday i and a jolly day, A fumptuous feajf^ 
and a raree-Jhew. 

SO many fucceflive inftances of folly, which 
could thus poifon a profufion of happinefs, 
and turn it into mifery, filled me with the moft 
melancholy refledtions; but I was foon diverted 
from them, by fomething of a lefs furious na- 
ture. 

The conftable of the village in which the 
lord's houfe flood, in conformity to old cuftoms, 
made a feaft at this time for his lordfliip and 
his whole family, to which he fent them a fo- 
lemn invitation by the parifh-officers. Such 
a fcene promifed fome amufement at leaft. I 
therefore returned with the officers who had 
come upon this important errand, defirous to 
fee the whole procefs of fo extraordinary an 
affai;. 

As 
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As the feaft was to be given at the joint ex- 
pence of the village, the principal inhabitants 
had aflembled at the confrable's houfe, and 
were fitting over a pot of beer, waiting for 
the return of thofe who had been fent with the 
invitation ; though the whole was a thing of 
courfe, their anxiety was fo great that not one 
of them Could fpeak a word till their arrival : 
the moment they entered the room, all the reft 
laid down their pipes, adjufted their perriwigs, 
and wriggling their chairs nearer to the table, 
li/lened to the account with open mouths, and 
looks of the profoundeft fagacity. 

44 Well, gentlemen, (faid the conftable, who 
44 fat in an arm-chair to (hew his authority) 
44 fince his lordfhip has condefcended to accept 
44 of our invitation, we fhould take care that 
44 every thing is prepared in the beft manner 
44 for his reception. There will be' many 
44 things wanted to make a proper appearance 
44 on fuch an occafion, and no one would flop 
** at a trifling expence, efpecially as the money 
44 will be laid out among ourfelves." 

This fpeech opened every mouth in the 
room at once. " We {hall all want new 
46 cloaths," cried the taylor. 

~ " New fhoes," — faid the flioe-maker. 

— : — 44 New (lockings," — faid the hofier. 
" New wigs," — faid the barber. 

■ " Our hories muft be (hoed," — faid the 

farrier. 
44 Our houfes repaired," — faid the brick- 
layer. 

■ " ■ <c Our chimneys fwept," — faid the chirri- 

ney-fweeper. 

M 3 "Our 
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— " Our vaults emptied,"— laid the nigh 
man. 

■ c< We muft have a fermon," — faid tl 

curate. 
— " A fpeech," — faid the veftry-clerk. 
— " A vomit, in cafe of repletion," — fa 

the doftor. 
— " A clyfter," — faid the apothecary. 

" A coffin,"- — faid the undertaker. ] 

fhort, every perfon prefent aflerted the want 
fomething in his own way, to make the ei 
tertainment compleat ; and the lefs neceff.] 
it was, the louder they roared. 

When they had all bawled themfelves hoarf 
and the conftable, by repeated thumps with h 
fift upon the table, obtained leave to fpea! 
4< Silence, gentlemen, (faid he) We Audi nev 
" do any thing at this rate. You are all f 
" providing other things before we have fix< 
" upon the victuals. Let us fettle about the] 
" firft." 

This word raifed a tumult, ten times great* 
than the former; everyone in the room roar in 
out at once for fome particular dim, either thi 
it was his trade to provide* .or which he w« 
fond of hirnfelf. 

The butcher bawled out, Beef.-—* 

The poulterer, fowls. — - 

The fishmonger, fiih. — » 
■— " A turtle," — faid an alderman. 
— " A ragou," — fqueaked a Frenchman. 
— " Pickled herrings,"— belched Mynheer* 
— " Potatoes," — cried an Irifhman, 
*— €< An haggis,"— faid a Scot. 
~-" Leek-pottage,"— fputtered Taffy, In 

won! 
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"word, they all raifed their voices with fuch ve- 
Iiemence, not one attending to what another 
faid, that, fince the building of Babel, there 
was not fuch a fcene of confulion. 

At length, the conteft grew fo high that 
they were juft ready to fall together by the 
ears, when the conftable, who fat all the while 
fretting his guts to fiddle-fixings at this inter- 
luption of his fpeech, which he looked upon 
as an infult to his authority, put a flop to the 
whole tumult, by an accident. " Fire and fury I . 
**. (exclaimed he, raifing his voice as loud as 
" ever he was able) Are you all mad ? " 

The warder*, which was all they attended 
to, filled them with affright. They thought 
the houfe was on fire, and repeating the cry 
with equal vehemence, they overturned the 
table, fpilled the beer, and tumbling over one 
another, made the beft of their way out. 

As foon as they were undeceived, they re- 
turned into the room, and having recovered 
' themfelves a little by the help of a frefh fupply 
from the ale-houfe, the conftable, computing 
himfelf iiito proper dignity, rcfumcd his fpeech : 
ci I fay, gentlemen, (faid he) that, if we go on 
<c in this manner, it is impoffible for us tocon- 
*' duel: this affair with due decorum. We had 
*' better chufe out a fet of us who underftand 
*' thefe matters, to agree upon what. is proper; 
*' and becaufe there will be a great many things 
c * wanted befide victuals and drink, that no 
*' buiinefe mould be overlooked, it will be right 
•* to have one of every trade chofen, and then 
*< there can be no miftakes. ,> 

This motion was univerfaHy approved, and 

accordingly they proceeded directly to make the 

M 4 choice j 
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choice; but in this they were very near falling 
inro as great confufion as before, every one 
being ambitious of the honour. At lengthy 
however, and with difficulty, it was fettled^; 
and then the felected few withdrew to the next 
ale-houfe, to confult undifturbed upon the af- 
fair. 

When they were feated and had fmoaiced a 
whiff or two, to fettle their heads, the confta- 
ble, who by his office was one of the number,, 
opened their deliberations." " Gentlemen, 
44 (faid he, puffing out a pillar of fmoak) Ibe- 
46 licve I may fay, without vanity, that there is. 
44 no one in this company who underftands 
44 thefc matters better than I do : I keep a good 
44 houfe myfelf, an hot joint every day, and 
44 roaft and boiled, both, on fundays; beflde» 
" my wife, it is well known, was bred up in a 
44 gentleman's family, and there learned a pro- 
44 per notion of doing things genteely. It is my 
44 opinion, therefore, that you leave the wholk 
44 to me, and I will prevail upon her to giv* 
44 me advice." 

44 With your leave, Mr. conftable, (anfwer- 
44 ed a perfon who fat oppofite to him, and 
44 heard him out with great impatience) though 

' 44 it be your luck to be in office thk year, there 
44 are others in the parifh who keep as good 
44 houfes as you; and I believe my dame alfa 

*^has as good an opportunity of knowing thefiS 
44 matters as another : I ferve two or thrdfr 
•* gentlemen who keep French cooks, and (he. 
44 never goes to their houfes with goods, that 
44 fhe does not learn fome new piece of cook.- 
44 cry from them ; for fhe is a well-fpoken bo- 

44 dy, and always a(ked to fit down among th« 
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c *~ upper fervants ; and then (he is fo fond of 
<c praclifing what {he thus picks up, that I 
" hardly ever know the name of what I eat ;. 
" but fhe tells me they are quite the mode, and 
u fo I fubmit ; though, in truth, I cannot fay 
c< but I fliculd often prefer a cut of honeft old 
" England -, in my opinion, there Li nothing 
4< beats a roaft fir-loin." 

This eloquent fpeech was followed by one 
as eloquent from every one prefent, declaring 
his own ability for this important affair, and 
putting in his claim to it. At length, when 
all law that not one would give up his preten- 
fions to another, they came to an agreement* 
that each mould draw a bill of fare according 
to his tafte and judgment, out of which they 
imagined they fhauld certainly be able to make 
a proper choice. 

Accordingly, they all went to work ; and the 
ftreams which flowed from every mouth, while 
they were writing, proved with what candour 
they fctdown the things they liked beft, and 
how glad they mould be to eat them. 

The bills of fare, produced upon this occa- 
fion, fhewed that the Englifh were not dege*- 
nerated, in their ftomachs at leaft, from their ^ 
mighty anceftors. Buttocks upon buttocks^ 
and firloins without number. — Legs of pork, 

and faddles of mutton. Fillets of veal antl ■ 

flitches of bacon. Hams by the dozen, and 

fowls by the groce. Flocks of geefe, and- 

droves of turkies. In fhort, the quantities 

of meat, when the bills were all read over to- 
gether, turned the ffamach of every one pre- 
fent, and made them readily accept the propo>- 
al of the man of the houfe, who undertook to 
M 5 frxttafl* 
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furnifh out a magnificent feaft, if they would 
leave the whole to him. This great point be- 
ing thus happily fettled, they fettled their fto- 
machs alfo with a glafs of right coniac, and 
then retired to their refpe&ive homes, to give 
their wives an account of thefe important 
tranfa&ions. 

The fufs which was raifed among the fe- 
males upon this occafion, is not tobedefcribed. 
All their finery was immediately drawn forth, 
and examined ; and then fuch confultatinns, 
and difputes with one goffip or another; fuch a 
clatter with mahtua-makers, and milleners, 
. putting lappets to this, and flounces to that, 
altering and turning, to fet all things in order 
for making a proper appearance before my lord 
and my lady, that every houfe. in the whole 
village was a fcene of litter and dift. action, 
from that till the day of the feaft ; many a poor 
tradefman facrificing more than a year's profit 
of his bufinefs to his wife's vanity. Not that 
the hufbands entirely negle£fced to adorn them- 
felves either ; but as their wives care was chief- 
ly about their tails, theirs was confined to their 
heads, upon which every one heaped a bundle 
of grey hairs, as an emblem of his wifdom ^and 
experience, more huge than ever grew upon 
the oldeft goat on Gllead\ he that peeped out of 
the largeft fleece thinking he cut the moft ref- 
pe&able figure. 

As for the feaft, the ale-houfe man was not 
a moment at a lofs in providing it. He had 
formerly been fcullion in a gentleman's kitchin^a 
fo that he was not utterly unacquainted hifn-' 
felf with the nafty ways of tofling up nice 
fifties : and now, with the help of an old 

French 
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French woman who fold Bef-a-Ia-mode in a cel- 
lar, a German who made Bologna fauflfages, and 
a Jew who travelled about the country with 
ginger-bread and cheefe-cakes y he made up a fuf- 
ficient number of things with hard names, to 
_fatisfy the vanity of the entertainers, and poi- 
fon all their guefts, had they been fools enough 
to tafte them ; banifliing the whblefome visu- 
als' of the country to the tables of the fervants, 
as coarfe and unfafliionable; anct giving no- 
thing in the way that God made, or nature re- 
quired it for nourifhment and health. 

Nor were the decorations lefs elegant 
and grand than the feaft. As every trade in 
the parim had a reprefentative in the fet, to 
whom the management of matters was com- 
mitted, it may be thought that they had a pro-* 
per underftanding among jhemfelves, and did 
not neglect any article, however unneceflary- 
and even abfurd, which Could poffibly be foift- 
ed in to fwell their refpe&ive bills. 



CHAP. XVIII. 

w Impress quaint caparifons, and Jieeds\ 

** Bajis, and tinfel trappings; gorgeous knights^ 

" then fnarjhalld feajl 

ct Sertfd up in hafly with fewer s and fenecbak. 

AT length the much wiflied-for day arrived- 
Words are too weak to convey an idea of 
the noife, hurry, and confuflon, which reigned 
through the whole village - f it feemed as if 
M q chaos 
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chaos was come again. The ftrects, the lanes, 
the tops of the.houfcs were filled with gaping 
crouds, who left their houfes, at the firft dawn 
of the morning, to fecure the moft convenient 
places where they might ftand fafting all day, 
to fee others go to a feaft, in the afternoon. 
Nor were the happy few, who were admitted 
to the envied honour of feeing them eat, more 
provident. .The thought of fuch a fight took 
away their appetites ; and befides, they could 
not fparc a moment from the important work 
of drefling, to take the leaft refrefliment. 

Tired of fuch complicated folly, I timed to. 
his lordmip's houfe, to fee in what light he, and 
his attendants, looked upon this grand affair. 
My former knowledge of his natural good fenfe 
made me judge that he was above being infect 
cd with fuch abfurdities. I was not deceived. 
He looked with pity upon the extravagance and 
folly of his tenants, at the fame time that he 
received every teftimony of their attachment 
with pleafure. But his fervants were far 
enough from being fo cook The paffion for 
feeing, and being feen, raged as violently in 
them as in the villagers themfelves, and pro- 
duced effects to the full as ridiculous. 

When it was time for his lord/hip to go to 
this grand feaft, he was fumrnoned by a prQ- 
ccffion, from the village, who came to wait 
upon him. The extravagancies {hewn upon 
this occafion exceed defcription ; devices with- 
out dtfign, antics and emblems, defiitute of mean- 
ing, humour ", or ingenuity, led the van; ajfes m 
furd-gowns, mid lambs in baflc-board armour^ 
marched lovingly together. Fools > from cht 
hand of nature, orop'd their their broad {beers* 

and 
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aftd grfn'das favagcs ; in a word, every guifeV 
that folly could put on, without even attempt*- 
ing to mimick reafon, made up the motley ca- 
valcade,, and kept the croud agape. 

When they had expofed themfelv.es in th&; 
manner through the whole villagej^theymflier- 
ed their guefts into the place appointed for their 
entertainment, where they were marfhalled 
according to their different ranks. I went 
with the croud, and took my ftation in the- 
place from whence I could moft conveniently^ 
fee all that pafled.. 

The numbers of every age, fex*, and rank,* 
which I faw around me, presented fuch a com- 
plicated fcene, that notwithftanding the extra- 
ordinary powers confered upon me by my guide* 
my eyes were dazzled, my head grew giddy* 
and I was unable to view it with-that diftindt- 
nefs which alone could give me pleafure. I 
hung down my head, difappointed and abaflied,. 
andfwelling with an hopelefs figh*. " O that: 
" I had my kind guide here now (faid I) to de«* 
4< liver me from this confufion and diftrefs, by 
c< directing my attention to the objects moft: 
cc worthy of it, and enabling me to over- look 
" every thing elfe, as he did before." 

I h&d fcarce uttered thefe words, when raif- 
ing my eyes,"I (aw, to my inexpreffible joy, my 
guide ftanding before me. " I heard your 
4i wifh(foidhe, fmilingatmy furprize) andam. 
**■ come togratify it. I fee your fenfes fink 
* c under the preffure of fuch a multitude, and 

4< variety of objects." Saying this he touched 

my eyes once more with his wand, when in- 
ftantly the mifts which fwam before them werer 

diC- 
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difpcllcd, and I beheld all things with tha 
greateft clearnefs and accuracy. 

When I had indulged my curiofity for fome 
time in gazing idly round me, " The (bene 
44 before you (faid my guide) is a juft reprefen- 
44 tation of the world in which you are. This 
44 truly may be called, The Paradife of Fools. 
44 You have feen with what eagernefs and paint 
44 thefe people prepared themfelves for this great 
44 occafion ; with what anxiety they panted for 
44 the arrival of this moment ; and you now 
44 fee to what a wife end ! In fuch purfuits is 
44 the life of man, in general, confumed. He 
46 looks forward to fome particular objecl, 
44 paints it in the colours rnoft pleafing to his 
4C imagination ; and then, full of the idea, 
44 flights the enjoyment of every thing elfe, and 
44 fixes his happinefs on the attainment of this.; 
44 but when he has fucceeded, when that for 
44 which hefo longfighed, fo eagerly laboured, 
44 is atlength in his poffeflion, his wifhes are as 
44 unfatisfied as ever, and he finds it is no more 
' 44 than gaping a:tfeaft^ which others are eating* 

44 The perfons who -compofc this croud are 
44 piincipally the inhabitants of the village, and 
44 the fervants and attendants of the lord and 
44 his lady. The different purfuits of thefe two 
44 clafles of people ufed formerly to create as 
k4 great a difference in their manners, and ap- 
44 pearance; but of late the Cufe is quite alter- 
44 cd ; the bounds, which were wont to fepa- 
|; 44 rate them are for the rnoft part broken down, 

I 44 and they intrude into each other's provincea 

|j "• without diftinftion ; his lordfhip's fervants, 

| : 4C and the gentlemen of their neighbourhood 

j' « 4 pra&ifing every mean craft to get money, 

"for 
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• f for. which they were accuftomed to defpife 
" and ridicule the villagers ; as thefe, in their 
"turn, affed all the follies and vices of the 
* 4 fafhion, and with an aukward profufion run 
44 into the expences and wtravagancies which 
€c ufed to mark the character of the others. 
44 Hence you fee tEadefmen keep hounds and; 
44 running horfes, and their wives- go as fine 
44 as ladies ; while gentlemen turn ftock-job- 
cc bers, and compound their debts to cheattheir 
44 creditors : and this is the reafbn of that odd. 
44 contrail, that contradi&ion o£ character ia 
4< every face you meet.. 

44 Juftas thefe general reflections are, they 
14 will be ftill more convincing when confirmed 
44 by particular inftances- Obferve that over* 
44 grown heap of mortality who foeats beneath 
44 the load of her lace and jewels. From the 
44 fplendour of her appearance, you might rea- 
44 fonably-conclude that (he was aperfon of the 
44 firftrank 5 but examine her nearer, and you 
44 will fee that the meanriefs of her looks ful- 
44 Uestheluftreof her diamonds, and herover- 
44 adted airs of gentility fhew that fhe is not in 
44 her natural fphere. 

44 She was the daughter of a country farmer* 
44 who tho' he had feveral good farms of his 
44 own, was fo bad a manager that he never 
44 could keep a penny in his pocket. To pre- 
44 vent his pofterity's feeKng the fame incon- 
44 veniencies, he married his daughter to that 
44 perfon, who fits neither afleep nor awake in 
44 yonder corner, a mop-keeper in the village, 
44 that (he might be able to go to the till, and 
44 take out money, whenever (he pleafed. For 
44 fome time they had good bufinefs, and went 

"on 
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44 on very well, till he unluckily got in with: 
<4 fome of his lordfhip's people, whom he muft 
* 4 immediately imitate in all their ways, drink- 
u ing and carouiing at every public houfe in 
<4 the parifli ; whilr his wife, not to be lefs 
44 genteel than he, fcraped an acquaintance 
44 ibme how at a puppit-fhew with one of her 
44 lad) (hip's maids, from whom (he learned all 
<4 thole fantaftic airs, and became fo fine a 
44 gentlewoman, that flie would fcarce vouch- 
44 fate to take the leaft notice of the grecn- 
44 grocer's or haberdafher's wife, at the next 
44 door, or indeed any of her old neighbours 
44 in the village, with whom (he had been in- 
44 timate before. The confequence of this was, 
44 that while the was learning fafhions, among 
44 her ladyftiip's maids, and he tippling at the 
44 tavern with my lord's men, or perhaps treat- 
44 ing them at his own houfe, his fhop was 
44 neglected, and his bufinefs left at fixes and 
44 fevens. 

44 But their folly is ftill aggravated by this 
C4 circumftance, that the perfons, for the (ake 
44 of whofe company they do all this, laugh 
44 at them the whole time, and would not fail 
44 to turn their very ruin into ridicule. Of this 
44 they both have had instances enough to open 
44 the eyes of any who were refolved not to. 
4C fee. One or two of thefe may not be unen- 
<4 tcrfaining. 

44 As the wife's education had been entirely 
44 in the country, her father took pleafure in 
44 feeing her praftife all the rural fports he had 
44 formerly excelled in himfelf; by which 
44 means me could foon cudgel, vault, and play 
44 at cricket as well as any of the ruftic fwains 

*' around 
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" around her. Of thefc polite accomplishments- 
€< fhe could not forbear boafling, in the pride 
•* of her heart to her new acquaintance; who > 
" to humour her vanity, and expofe her folly,. 
u not only feemed to approve of them, but al- 
w fo mifchievoufly encouraged her to difplay 
u her dexterity at them in public company, 
" while, underafneerof feeming. applaufe, fne 
" joined in the general laugh againft her. 

" There is nothing that betrays a weak head* 
" Sjlto more or grofler abfurdities, than imita- 
c< tion. The great emulation among the fe- 
a male lex at prefent is, who fliall gather the- 
€< greateft number of perfons, no matter whe- 
" ther of their acquaintance or not, or how in- 
<c famous in life or character, provided thejr 
u drefowell, and will game, at thofe nocturnaf 
" meetings, called with emphatical propriety* 
" Routs. 

. " As this woman's new acquaintance was 
•* particularly famous for the multitudes that 
€c always affembled on thefe occafions,. fhe too* 
" muft have her Routs, to fhew her politenefs- 
€C and importance* An affair of fuch confe- 
" quence required much deliberation. Whom 
IC to invite, and where to put them, were the two 
" material queftions. The way to the parlour 
<c was through the fhor>; that therefore would 
" not do by any means ; and the room up- 
<c flairs, which for fafhion-fake was called the 
" dining-room, was fo little, that three females 
** in full drefs could not move in it together. 

" After much confultation, a lucky thought 

* € at length removed both the difficulties. As 

** the route was defired out of pure refpect to 

. ** ber new acquaintance, fhs judged that it 

" WOwJd 
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44 would not be proper to invite any perfon to 
44 it, who was not not a fit companion for her* 
44 This reduced the number to the conftable's- 
44 wife, and two or three more, and even thefe 
44 were defired to come without their hoops, 
44 that they might not incommode her, a com- 
44 plimejit, that it was thought could not fail to 
<" pleafe her. Thefe difficulties being thus 
4< happily got over, the lady was applied to, to. 
44 fix her own time, and cards of invitation 
; <c fent accordingly to the reft of the intended 
44 company. 

" But an unlucky accident had like to have 
44 fpoiled all, in the very critical; minute.. 
44 When the dining-room was fwept out clean,. 
44 and lighted up in readinefs, the miftrefs of 
44 the route went downy and fat in the par- 
44 lour to be at hand to receive her principal 
44 gueft, before whofe arrival fixe did not 
"think it proper that the reft fliouldgo up. 
44 flairs. While fhe waited thus, with heart 
44 pit a pat 3 for the rap at the door, the appren- 
44 tice, who had put on his funday-cloaths to 
44 officiate as a fervant out of livery on the oc- 
44 cafion, happened to peep into the dining* 
, 44 room, and not feeing a great chair at the 
44 upper end of it, as he had obferved in the 
44 club-room at the alehoufe where he ufed 
4c fome times to go for his mafter, he conclud- 
w ed it was forgot in the hurry. He refolved 
" therefore to correfl: fuch an over-fight, with- 
44 out faying any thing of the matter, that the 
44 furprize might enhance his merit with his 
44 miftrefs : accordingly he would not go down 
44 for his matter's fmoaking-chair; that flood: 
44 by the kitcjien fire, but opening the bed- 

44 chamber 
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** chamber to look for one there, he unluckily . 
4< caft his eye on the night-chair, by his mi£* 
" trefs's bed-iide, and never considering what 
05 it was, brought it out, pan and all as it flood, 
Ci and placed it in ftate at the upper end of the 
€i dining-room. 

" Hehad fcarce finifhedthis notable piece of 
« c management, when a thundering at the door 
" proclaimed the lady's arrival, to the whole 
" neighbourhood. The new-made groom of 
« c the chambers inftantly flew to his pott, happy 
" in the thought of what he had done, and held 
" open the door, while hjs miftrefs (hewed her 
4< guefts up flairs. 

" The lady, who of courfe led the way, na 
" fooner entered the room, than (he was (truck 
<4 with the fight of the uncouth piece of furnw 
4< ture* Her delicacy inftantly took the alarm* 
€C fhe puckered her noftrils up to her eyes, and 
* c turning away, exclaimed in a voice of difgufti 
c < Lard! where am I got to." 

" The miftrefs of the route 9 who brought 
" up the rear, and had not yet come into the 
* c room to fee tfye horrid fight, nor heard dif- 
" tin&ly what the lady faid, imagined fhe waaL 
" taken fuddenly ill, and ran up to her to. 
* c know what was the matter. Lard! woman !* 
< c (fnuffled herladyfhip through her handker- 
" chief, which fhe held to her nofe) where 
u have you brought me ? What is that ? 

" It is impoffible to exprefs the aftonifh- 
" ment and confufion of the other, when fha 
c< faw the unfortunate chair. Ruined and un- 
cc done ! (exclaimed fhe, as {he fainted away 
<c on the floor, where fhe lay for forae time 
* c before (he could be brought to herfelfO 

«I» 
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44 In the mean while one of the compa- 
44 ny, perceiving the caufe of all this con- 
14 fufion, ordered it to be taken away, and 
44 afluring her lady (hip, that it muff: have 
44 been brought there by fome miftake, as {he 
" herfelf had been in the room but a few mi- 
44 nutes before, when fhe could vouch that 
44 there was no fuch thing to be feen, her la- 
4< dyfhip was pacified ; and, when the miftrefs 
" of the houfe at length recovered, condc- 
" fcended to comfort her, and even ftaid four 
4< minutes longer than fhe had defigned (for 
" (he had many vifits to make that afternoon, 
44 and could not poflibly fit down to cards) to 
44 (hew that (he was not offended ; though, not- 
44 withftanding all her good-nature, fhe told 
44 the whole affair, with feveral ingenious il- 
f 4 luftrations of her own in every company fhe 
44 went into that night; which was the real 
44 motive of her being in fuch hafte to go away. 

44 But this ridiculous end of an affair, that 
44 coft the perfon before us fo much anxie- 
44 ty, was not fufficient to make her fee her 
44 folly. She goes on {till in the fame {train 
44 of aukward imitation, facrificing every folid 
44 happinefs of life to the abfurd vanitv of ftriv- 
44 ing to appear in a ohara&er for which nature 
44 nevtr defigned her." 
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CHAP. XIX. 

Jbi what the great are eafieft to be imitated. This 
humble ambition more dangerous , iflefs ridicu- 
lousj in man than in woman. Another inter* 
view with a couple of old acquaintances. 

* c ^\JOR is her hufband more fortunate in 
€i x\ his attempts of the fame kind. Behold 
* 6 him yonder, dozing off his laft night's de-' 
cc bauch. The virtues of the great aregene- 
cc rally above the ambition of their inferiors ; 
€C but their follies and vices are of eafy imi- 
* c tation. By thefe they defcend to the level 
c< of the loweft part of the human fpecies, who, 
€t proud to refemble them in any thing, take 
<c every opportunity of aping their example. 
" Hence thofe unnatural inconfiftencies, which 
" offend reafon in every view of life. Servant- 
" maids in filk gowns, and countefles drink- 
** ing gin. Tradefmen keeping whores, and 
'" lords riding races. 

" The bloated features and burfting blood* 
« {hot eyes of this perfon {hew how eagerly he 
" imitates his betters in the moft bealHy vice 
<c that can difgrace a rational being; but his 
" ambition ftops not here. Refolved to be 
" upon an equal footing with the freeholders 
c< of the manor, he has made intereft to be put 
c< upon the jury of the court-leet, that he may 
" have an opportunity of difplayinghis abilit 
€< ties and confequence, 

"la 
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" In fpeculation, it muft appear ad vantageoue 
<6 to have the trades-people admitted thu« to 
** (hare in the government of the manor, as 
" they fhould naturally be fuppofed to under- 
* c ftand their own myfteries beft, and for that 
" reafon be moft capable of making fuch regu- 
xi lations as (hould promote trade, as well a* 
" for their own intereft, moft careful to prevent 
<c the land-holders from burdening it with 
" unjuft or injudicious impofitions. 

"But experience has proved the vanity of 
*' fuch expectations. No fooner can a tradef- 
** man get upon the jury, than inftead of tafe- 
'*' ing care of the intereft of his trade in gene- 
** ral, he immediately enters into a combi- 
%i nation with the lord's fervants ; and, for the 
*' fake of bringing their cuftom to his own 
" (hop, affifts them to cairy -every by-law they 
<c propofe to ferve any prefent purpofe, how- 
<c ever ruinous in its confequences to the very 
4< trade in which he earns his bread. Thus, 
** for inftance, a (boemaker, fojr the fake of 
** fupplying (hoes for his lordfliip's labourers, 
* c (hall confent to lay a tax upon leather, that 
" muft ruin his craft in the end : and if they 
* c betray their own trades in this manner, what 
" will they fcruple to do to others ! 

" It is true, they take care to pay them- 
" felves well for this proftitution ; the badnefs 
" of the goods they fupply giving them fuch 
<c an exorbitant profit in their contracts, that 
" they expeft foon to be, and too often re- 
"ally are, raifed above the neceffity of* at- 
cc tending to their bufinefs, at the fame time 
4< that the poor labourers, who are obliged to 
" take thefe goods as part .of their wages, fufr 

"fer 
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** fcr hard&ips, {hocking to humanity, from 
44 this double diflionefty. 

44 But juftice obliges me t» acquit the per- 
44 fon who gave occafion for thefe reflexions' 
44 from all fuch defigns. Vanity was the fole' 

motive for his getting upon the jury, and in 
44 the gratification of thatconfift his only plea- 
44 fure and employment; though this vanity 
44 is in its effect no lefs prejudicial, than the 
44 venality of the others ; for, as the ambition 
44 of his {hallow heart is to be upon good 
<4 terms with his lordfliip's fervants, he never 
44 refufes any thing they require: fo that the 

only difference between his condudt and 

that of the others is, that he does thofe dirty 

jobs for nothing whiqh they do for hire. 

44 In contraft to thefe inftances of vi- 
44 cious and abfurd vanity, behold in yon tall 
44 meagre-looking perfon, and his wife, who fits 
44 behind him in the croud, inftances of mean- 
44 nefs, equally vicious and out of character. 

44 The place in which he ftands {hews the 
44 rank he holds among his lordfliip's fervants, 
44 to which he has been raifed, not for any 
44 perfonal merit in himfelf, or liking of his 
44 matter, but folely on account of the influ- 
44 ence which his wealth gives him among the 
4 : 4 tenants ; be being poflefled of the greateft 
44 property in the whole manor. 

44 It has been faid that Heaven {hews its 
44 difregard for riches, by the unworthy ob- 
44 je£ts on whom they are generally befto wed. 
<c The remark is rather witty than juft ; but, 
44 perhaps, there never could a ftronger in- 
44 ftance be alledged in fupport of it than. this 
44 perfon. Though his wealth exceeds not 
5 44 only 
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* 4 only the wants of nature and reafon, buf. 
<c alfo almoft the very wifhes of avarice itfelf, 
<c his foul ftill yearns for more, with as much 
*' greedinefs as a wretch perifhing of famine 
<c can for a morfel of bread. The whole bu- 
" finefs of his days, his dreams by night, are 
" how to encrcafe his boundlefs ftore, to do 
*' which there is not a mean or iniquitous art 
* c invented by the perverted ingenuity of the 
* 6 human mind, when (harpened and made 
" defperate by want, which he will not prac- 
« tife. 

" Verfed in the whole black myftery of gam- 
<c ing, how often has he drawn in unexperi- 
* c enced youth to ruin ? How often have the 
<c rewards earned by the merits of illuftrious 
4< anceftors, the fruits of the induftry of ages, 
<l melted in the magic of his art, and funk in- 
" to his pofleffion ? 

" Nor is he content with this exertion of 
" his (kill, which, infamous as it really is, 
" cuftom, that can efface the diftinftions of 
" nature, has fan&ified it with the name of 
" polite. Forthofe whofe fears may fortunately 
" prevent their encountering him at his fa- 
iC vourite weapons, cards and dice, he fpreads 
<c the inexplicable fnares of ufury, keeping a 
" public office for lending money to all who 
<c can give him fecurity on every contingency 
<c of life, the chances of which he has calcu- 
** lated with fuch accuracy, that his expe£ta- 
" tions of gain are feldom difappointed. And 
" this is the fource of his influence, there be- 
" ing few of the tenants of the manor, and" 
" more efpecially of his lordfhip's fervants ^ , 
C4 who are not in his debt. As for the plarrf 

"he 
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'*' foe holds in his lord's fervice, he fought it 
"only for the lucrative emoluments which at- 
** tend it. Stranger to every praife-worthy 
*? ambition, he fets honour at nought, and 
<c grafps even at power, only as it brings him 
" profit. 

CHAP. XX. 

He that plays at bo'wls mufl meet rubs. Th& 
biter drub'd. An old fox caught nap- 
ping. A penny faved is a penny got. Splen- 
did ceconomy j with the unfortunate candle-ad- 
-venture. A mortifying in/lance of the force of 
■vanity. 

"TN the occurrences of fuch a life, It is 
4< A not poflible for all his art, confummate 
4 .* as it is, to fave him from fome rubs. An 
cc inftance in each character of a gamefter 
<c and an ufurer, will gratify honeft indigna* 
" tion. 

" Exerting his talents in the noble fcience 
* c of betting, fome time ago, at a criefcet- 
% * match, a butcher, whom he had taken in, 
" ( for the firft rule of gaming is, that it le- 
<c vels all diftinclions ; a porter, who can 
" pull out a full purfe, being equal to a 
*' lord ) was fo provoked at bein£ bit y that he 
" refolved to take fatisfa&ion with his hands, 
" for the miftake of his head, and paid him with 

a. hearty drubbing. 
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" Such an affair naturally made a noifc ; 
" but the fufrerer had the addrefs not only to 
" evade the fcandal, but even to turn it to 
" his own advantage with his lord, making 
" him believe that he had met with fuch an 
tc infult on account of his known attach- 
4C inc-nt to his intereft, the butcher being an 
" avowed partizan of a certain gentleman' s* 
" who was at that time going to law with his 
" lordfhip for the bell part of his eftate. 

" But he did not come off fo much to his 
" own fatisfaction in an affair that happened 
<c to him, fome time after, in his other capacity 
Ci of an ufurcr. A gentleman took up at his 
" office a fum of money, payable at the death 
cc of an uncle to whom he was heir ; for which 
" he mortgaged the reverfion of his uncle's 
c< eftate : as he did not rightly undcrftand the 
iC calculations, he agreed to pay an exorbitant 
" premium ; but, his uncle dying very foon, 
" when the ufurer went to demand his debt, 
4< the gentleman expostulated with him on the 
" unrtalbnablencfs of the terms which he had 
" inadvertently fubmitted to, and offered him 
" the fum he had bo rowed, with an handfome 
" gratuity, befide the intereft allowed by the 
ift law. But the other, unmoved by anything 
" he could fay, infiftcd pofitivelyon his whole 
fcC demand, and threatened to feize upon the 
'• eftate mortgaged to him, if it was not paid 
4 - directly. 

" Incenfed at fuch iniquitous extortion, the 
4; gentleman had immediate recourfe to a learn- 
" ed practitioner of the law, to try if he could 
*' not have redrefs ; who, on penning the deeds 
*' which had been executed between them, 

» "found 
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c * found that, by an overfight of all parties, 
44 the mortgage affe&ed only a very fmall part 
44 of his eftate, which was not worth half the 
44 fum lent, much lefs what was demanded ; a 
44 particular fubdenomination only, which had 
44 always been diftinftly known from the reft, 
<4 being named in the deeds, 

44 Though the gentleman was above taking 
44 any difhoneft advantage in fuch a cafe as 
44 this, he thought it juftrfiable to fight the de- 
44 vil at his own weapons', and defend himfelf 
44 by any means he could; accordingly he fent 
44 the ufurer word, that, if he would not ac- 
44 cept of his debt, with the bare legal intereft, 
44 he might take pofleffion of the eftate mort- 
44 gaged to him, as foon as he plcafed ; but, 
44 at the fame time, let him know what that 
44 eftate was. 

44 Surprized at fuch a meflage, the ufurer in- 
44 ftantly fent for his lawyers, who, upon con- 
44 fultation, informed him, that the affair was 
* 4 too true, and the miftake now irremediable; 
44 and, therefore, he muft only ftrive to make 
44 the beft he could of it. When he had vent- 
. 44 ed his rage on his agents and lawyer, and 
44 curfed himfelf for confiding in them, he was 
- 44 not afliamed to go in perfon to the gentle- 
* 4 man, to try if he could not prevail upon 
44 him, at leaft to give him the gratuity he had 
44 offered at firft. But his arguments were 
4< now as ineffectual as the gentleman's had 
4< been before; and, for once, he was obliged 
4< to take only his juft debt, where he had 
44 thought himfelf fecure of finking the whole 
44 eftate. 

N 2 " While 
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44 While he labours with this afiiduity to 
<c heap up wealth by every iniquitous means, 
44 his wife is equally diligent in her province, 
4C praclifing every fpecics of parfimony, how- 
44 ever fcandalotis and unjufl, to cut off her 
44 tradefmcn's bills, and fhorten the moft ne- 
44 ceffary expences of life by faving from the 
44 very bellies of her fervants j for, however 
<c her fortune may feem to raife her above at- 
44 tention to fuch minute ceconomy, there is 
44 nothing by which money can pofubly be got 
44 that fhe thinks beneath her. An affair that 
" happened not long fince, will fhew this in 
44 the ftrongeft light. 

44 It has been remarked, that the moftoppo- 
4C fite and apparently irrcconcileable paflions 
4C often fpring from the fame caufe, and irh- x 
44 habit the fame breaft. The prorufion that* 
44 in a particular manner, marks the character 
44 of the prefent age, is blended with an ava- 
44 rice fo ftrong, as to feem capable of coun- 
44 teradling all it's effects. An inconteftiblc 
e4 infiance of this is the mean practice which 
44 prevails among thofe whofe elevated rank 
44 makes them lead the mode, of permitting 
44 their fervants to receive hire from their 
* 4 guefts. Upon this practice fome of fupe- 
44 rior ceconomy have improved fo far as to 
44 lay a tax upon it, and bargain with their 
44 footmen to defray a great part of the ex- 
44 pence of their entertainments out of thefe 
44 fcandalous perquifites. 

44 But even this did not fatisfy this lady. 
* 4 Her rank, as well as her eager paffion for 
44 play, laid her under a kind of neceffity of 
** making a fplendid appearance, and invit- 

"ing 
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•* ing as much company as flie could to her 
" gaming parties. I have obferved that the 
" expence of thefe entertainments was borne 
" by the fervants. But ftill there was one 
" thing which fhe had fet her heart upon, 
4i though cuftom had not yet given her a 
44 right to it ; this was the pieces of candks 
tfi that remained after the company retired 
44 from her routes, which fhe thought would 
44 ferve in her family on ordinary occaiions, 
44 and fave the expence of buying; but how 
44 to get thein was the difficulty, as the foot- 
44 men who found the lights, retained them 
44 as their due. 

44 At length, one night, when the compa- 
44 ny by fome. accident broke up much fooner 
44 than ordinary, fo that the candles were not 
"" half, burnt out, (he was not able to refift 
44 the temptation, but refolved to have them 
44 fome way or other. Accordingly, as foon 
44 as the hurry was over, and the fervants, as 
44 flie thought, all gene to deep, (he dole 
44 out of her bed, and went dawn flairs, naked 
44 to- her fhift .as fhe was, with a defign to 
44 Ileal them \ which fhe imagined fhe might: 
44 eafdy do, as the fervants, impatient to gee 
44 to reft after their fatigue, ufed only to blow 
44 them out, and to leave them in the candle- 
44 flicks, till they went to clean up the rooms 
46 next morning. 

44 It happened unluckily that one of the 
44 footmen fufpecled fome of his fellows had 
44 found a way of opening the box, in which 
44 their alms-money (for, literally, they flood 
44 like beggars to receive it) was kept r till it 

,, 44 was divided, and refolved to be upon the 

\ N 3 44 watch 

V 
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44 watch this night, to try if he could difcoyer 

** the thief. 

44 He had not waited long, when he heard 
44 his miftrefs treading foftly through the 
" apartments ; and imagining that fhe was the 
44 perfon he watched for, ( for there was no 
44 light to let him fee who it was) he flood 
44 (till till fhe came to him, and then, fpread- 
44 ing his arms in her way, caught her, load- 
44 ed as fhe was with the pieces of candles, 
14 with which fhe had filled the fore-part of 
44 h€r fhift j for fhe had, in her hafte, for- 
44 got to bring any thing to carry them off 
44 in. 

44 It is eafy to conceive her furprize and 
44 confufion at fuch an encounter; nor was 
44 the fellow's much lefs. But the difcovery 
44 of her fituation foon reftored him to his 
44 fenfes, and inftantly fuggefted the method 
" of his revenge. " And fo, my dear, (faid 
<c he) you want wax-candles ! But I'll make 
• c you pay for your pilfering." Saying which 
44 he prepared to gratify a paffion more na- 
" tural at leaft, if not more delicate, »than 
44 that which had brought her into fuch a 
44 fcrape. 

" The lady, who could not be at a loft 
* 4 to know what he defigned, was in the 
44 higheft diftrefs. Her virtue inftantly took 
44 the alarm at fuch an attempt; but how to 
44 avoid it was the difficulty. If fhe fpoke 
<c to refufe him, fhe knew her voice would 
44 betray her, and fhe fhould be expo fed for 
44 ever, at the fame time that the fear of loiing 
44 her booty prevented her letting go her hold 
14 to ftruggle with him, and ftrive to repel 

" forco 
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ri force by force. It is not eafy to fay what 
4< refolution fhe would have taken in fuch an 
44 embarraflment ; or, indeed, whether flic 
4C would have taken any before it was too 
44 late, had not a very Angular circumftance 
" moft unexpectedly proved the fafeguard of 
4< her honour. 

44 The fellow had fcarce taken her in his 
" arms, when the perfumes, which fteamed 
41 from every part of her, gave fuch offence 
44 to his noftrils, accuftomed to no ftinks but 
" thofe of nature, that, his ftomach inftantly 
" turning, he difcharged its contents full in 
44 her face, before he had time to let her go j 
44 and then, damning her for a ftiiiking brim- 
44 ftone, fpurned her from him with abhor- 
44 rence. As foon as fhe had wiped her face 
44 with her fleeve, and recovered her breath, 
44 fhe picked up fome of the candles which, (he 
44 had dropped, and retired, the manner of her 
44 deliverance a good deal leflening the plea* 
44 furc of it ; though it was feme feHsfsSk>H 
44 to her, however, to think that fhe had 
44 preferved her booty, and efcaped undifco* 
44 vered. 

44 But, in the latter, fhe foon had the mor- 
44 tification to find herfelf deceived. The fel- 
44 low told the whole ftory, with fome obvious 
44 additions, to all the fervants next morning 
44 at breakfaft, when her waiting-woman, 
44 (from whom fhe could not poffibly conceal 
44 fome part of it, as fhe was obliged to have 
44 recourfe to her afliftance to get herfelf clean- 
44 ed ; though at the fame time fhe gave her 
44 the ftri&eft charge not to mention a fyl- 
44 lable of the matter, laying it upon her hut 
N4 "band, 
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44 band, who, flie (aid, had drank a little to© 
14 freely the night before) her woman, I fay, 
44 out of a principle of confcience, and that 
44 hone of her innocent fellow-fervants fhould 
44 be under fuch a fcandalous afperfion, be- 
44 trayed the whole fecret to them all, from 
" whom, through the channel of intelligence 
44 of their fraternity, it foon fpread over the 
44 whole village. 

44 The feaft, you fee, is finifhed, at which 
44 you rhuft have obferved that the hofpi table 
44 entertainers and their guefts feemed to have 
4 * exchanged characters ; the former, willing 
44 to have fomethi-ng for their money, eating 
44 as voracioufly as if they were half flarved, 
44 and never ex peeled to meet fo good a meat 
* 4 again; while the latter havebeen wholly taken 
44 up in looking about them, and making good*-' 
44 natured remarks on every thing they have 
44 fcen. But, foft ! a curious fcene yonder 
4C demands your attention for a moment, after 
44 which we will return to the lady's hufband 
44 again, who will fupply more matter for your 
44 obfervatioru" 

Juft as my guide faid this, I heard an up- 
roar at the door of the houfc, arid, turning 
about to fee what was the occafion of it, was 
witnefs to a fc«ne fufficiently ridiculous to 
have put vanity itfelf out of countenance. 

As his lordfhip's late agent, who had been in- 
vited by the villagers to their feaft, was going 
away, a parcel of attorneys clerks and bai- 
liffs, who had been employed by him while he 
conducted the law-fuit, gathered about him, 
and infifted on carrying him in triumph to 
his own houfe on their fhoulders. 

The 
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The zeal of the poor fellows on this occa- 
fion was natural. The agent had given them 
conftant employment, in which, to do them 
jufHce, they had earned their wages very well, 
and on his lofing his place they apprehended 
the ft: it would be made up fome how, and 
they fhould want work ; they therefore took 
this method of tefti fy ing their grateful regard 
for him, which they imagined might alfo con- 
vey an advantageous opinion of them to his 
fucceffar ; but the affected modelty with which 
he faintly repelled their attempts, while the 
vanity of his heart gliftened through the thin 
difguife, ihewed in the moft mortifying light 
the inability of man's boafted reafon to refift 
the impulfe of the moft contemptible paffions. 
The fight was too painful ; I turned away,, 
vexed ar.d difgufted, while he went off in- 
toxicated with their empty fhouts and ap- 
pjaufe. 

The tumult and confufion at the breaking- 
up of the company are not to be defcribed. 
" You fee (faid my guide) the conclufion of 
" an affair that railed fuch expectation. The 
c * life of man has not unaptly been compared 
" to a feaft, from whence lbme depart empty, 
" others fatiated ; and all unfnisficd and dif- 
<c appointed, and as impatient to get away as* 
w they were eager to come. We will leave 
" the entertainers to congratulate thcmfelves- 
" on their elegant tafte and judicious condudb 
" in this important matter, to fpread the fame 
" of which they have refolvcd to hire the 
" common ciier, to \ roclaim the bill of fare 
w of their fumptuous entertainment at the 
c< markct-crofs, and follow that perfon who, 
N 5 " as 
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" as I told you, will foon do fomething that 
" fhall compleat his character." 

CHAP. XXI. 

Inter ejling hints y which fet fame matters much can* 
vqffed in a new light. 

AS foon as his lordfbip was returned home 
from the feaft, his fervants met together 
to confult upon the conduct proper for them 
to obferve in the prefent critical conjun&ure. 
<c While thefe people are making the unmean- 
" ing preambles (faid my guide) with which 
" the moft urgent bufinefc muft be ufhered in, 
€1 1*11 give you a few leading hints, to enable 
" you to enter the readier into the fpirit of the 
" fcene opening before you. 

" You muft have obferved that the bubble 
" of the day, the fubjecl: that engrofles the 
" thoughts of all the inhabitants of the ma- 
" nor, is the law-fuit in which they are 
" at prefent engaged. About this they are di- 
" vided into two parties, dire&ly oppofite to 
" each other in their opinions ; one for profe- 
" cuting it with the utmoft vigour, without 
" confidering what confequences may attend 
*' fuch a conduct, or fetting any limits to 
<c their expe&ations ; the other, for compound- 
* K ing the difpute almoft at any rate, to fave 
" the expence of carrying it on. At the head 
" of the latter is the perfon whom we have 
" followed hither j as the former flatter them- 

« felvea 
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** felves that they have the late agent oil their 
" fide, becaufe he had conducted it with 
" judgment and fpirit, while he was in hi* 
" office. 

"It is hard to fay which of thefe parties 
" acts on the moft irrational principles. The 
" One, from a mean and abfurd motive of 
<c parfimony, would betray the honour of their 
" lord, and the intereft of the manor ; the 
" other, compofed principally of the various 
" retainers of the law, and tradefmen who 
" make an advantage of fupplying them with 
<c goods, on the lord's account, from motives 
c< equally felfifh, though difguifed under the 
" pompous pretext of public fpirit, and a paf- 
" fion for glory, which never fail to take 
" with the mob, are for puftring on their fuc- 
" cefles againft the dictates of reafon and juf- 
" tice, magnifying every advantage that has 
" been gained as of the moft effential im- 
" portance, and not only grafping at more, 
*' but alfo infifting on keeping all they have 
iC gotten ; while the former with equal fmcerify 
<c decry them as infignificant, and not worth 
*' the trouble and ex pence of acquiring, much 
" lefs of retaining, and therefore are for giv- 
44 ving up them all indiicriminately, 

" In the fame manner do they differ about 
44 the conduct to be obferved with fome of 
" their neighbours, who have taken part with 
4< them in the difpute ; thefe are for dropping 
" them directly, and leaving them to Ihift for 
44 thcmfelves as well as they can, without re- 
<c gard to any promifes which may have been 
4< made them to the contrary, or to their be- 
" ing drawn into the fcrape, merely becaufe 
N 6 u of 
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** of their being fome way connected with this 
<4 manor; as the others arc for fupporting 
4i them, right or wrong, without ever confi- 
44 dcring whether they are able to bear fuch an 
<4 expence, or not. 

4w It is obvious that the right courfe lies in 
** the middle between thefe opinions, could 
44 their directors diveft themfelvcs of preju- 
44 dice, to difcern and find refolution to pur- 
44 fue it. As the fuit was entered into at firft 
44 net wantonly, or from a litigious difpofi- 
44 tien, but to allert a legal right, and recover 
44 l.-iflcs unjuftlv fufTered, it would be bcth 
44 Jithonourable and weak to drop it before 
4i thofc ends are obtained ; and if in the courfe 
44 of the contcft fome acquifitions have been 
44 made, which were not originally even claim- 
,; ed, the voice of reafon directs to retain as 
44 many of them as fhall. indemnify for the ex- 
44 pences of the law-fuit, and difablc the ag- 
44 greflbrs from attempting the like injuftice 
44 for the future ; as, on the other hand, when 
* ; that right is inconteftibly eftablifhed, and 
44 not only thofe lodes recovered, but alio a 
44 fufHcient indemnification for the paft, and 
44 fecurity againft the future obtained, to grafp 
44 at more inverts the nature of the contcft, 
44 and makes thofe the aggreflbrs who before 
44 had juftice on their fide. 

44 The fame middle rule holds equally good 
" in refpedt to their aflbciates in the fuit; fuch 
44 of them as have been involved in it merely 
" on account of their connection with the ma- 
44 nor, fhould moft certainly be protected; 
44 that is, if it can be done without ruining 
44 their protectors 3 farther than which nothing 
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can oblige a community to go. Where that 
cannot be, felf-prefervation cancels every 
tie ; and prudence commands to yield to a 
nccefiity that cannot be refilled, till an hap- 
pier hour (hall offer for redreffing their 
grievances, and making them amends for 
their loffes 5 and for thofe who may have 
entered into the difpute, to ferve particular 
purpofes of their own, or for the fake of 
hire, it is abufing honour to fay that it h 
any way concerned to keep- up a connection 
with them, one moment longer than it is 
convenient. All that is qeceflary to be done 
is, not to break with them without giving- 
them timely notice to provide for their owii: 
fafety. 

" Of this the fteward is not infenfible; but, 
though he is fecure of hjs lord's concurrence 
in whatever he thinks proper to do, there 
are difficulties in his way, which make him 
at a lofs how to proceed, and imbittcr the 
enjoyment of his envied power. The pari- 
ty which is for continuing the fuit is againft 
him of courfr, from the circumftance of his 
coming into the management of affairs in 
the place of their favouiite, the late agent-; 
(as for the old fteward, though fome of 
them pei haps have not yet forgot the good 
cheer he ufed to give them, as they have no 
opinion of his capacity for bufinefs, they 
give themfelves no great concern about his 
difmiffion) and even the more rational of 
thofe who wifh to fee the difpute termin- 
ated, in an amicable and juft manner, are 
afraid he will be in fuch hafte to make it 
up, in hopes of fecuring himfclf in his place, 

"that 
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44 that he will not take fufficient care of thefr 
i( interefts, nor make the moft of the advan- 
4C tages gained by his predeceflbr, foi fear any 
44 part of the merit fhould redound to him. 

4C Oppofed thus by one party, and diftrufted 
" by the other, he {lands in the utmoft em- 
44 barraiTment, unable to follow the di&ates 
** of his own judgment, and obliged to adopt 
44 the meafures of thofe who alone will join 
44 with him. Thefe are they who are for 
44 compounding matters at any rate, at the 
44 head of whom is this perfon, who, as his 
44 great property makes a large portion of the 
44 expence of the fuit fall to his fhare, has 
44 ever been averfe to carrying it on, weeping 
" over the fncceffes which have attended it, as 
44 he imagined they would raife the expefta- 
44 tions of the tenants ftill higher, and . con- 
44 fequently make the compontion he wanted 
44 to bring about more difficult. 

44 I have drawn this fhort fcetch, to aflift 
44 your judgment in a matter which preju- 
44 dice and party reprefent in fuch different 
44 colours. To fome, perhaps, the concerns 
44 of a private manor may not feem worth fo 
" much trouble ; but the heart of man, and 
44 the motives of his anions, which are the ob- 
44 jedls of your obfervation, are often as clear- 
44 ly (hewn in fuch trifles as in matters of the 
44 greateft moment. 44 But foft! the grand de- 
44 bate begins." 
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THERE YE R I E. 279 



CHAP. XXII. 

Difputes will arife 9 where every man is for him* 
felf. A fure method of removing fcruples, and 
reconciling oppojke opinions. The chara&eref 
the grand Compounder finijbed. The 

conclufton. 

COmpliments being mutually paid, and 
judgment pafled upon the feaft, and the 
<lrefs and characters of the entertainers and 
their various guefts, the company at length 
feated themfelves round a table, and the ficw- 
ard proceeded to bufinefs. 

44 I have defired this meeting, gentlemen, 
* (faid he) that I may have your advice how 
44 to aft in the affair of this law-fuit in which 
46 we are entangled. Whether it is to be car- 
44 ried on, or made up ? and how we are to 
44 accomplifh which ever we refolve upon ? It 
44 is a matter of confequence, and requires the 
44 moft deliberate care and attention/' 

44 Whether the law-fuit is to be carried on, 
4 € or made up, fir ! (anfwered the grand com- 
44 pounder) cannot admit of a moment's doubt 
44 with any one who confiders the diftrened 
44 fituation to which we are reduced by it. 
44 All our ready money is gone, ancf our farms 
44 mortgaged fo deeply that no one will lend us 
44 any more. How then fhould we carry it 
44 on, if we were fo inclined ? Or, how far arc 
44 we to go, even if we were able ? When firft 
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" we begun it, we were told that a term or 
*' two would certainly bring our adverfary to. 
*• reafon. But we have gone on, term after 
ic term, I don't know how long, at an ex- 
cc pence that no other people upon earth would 
c< be fuch fools as to undertake ; and ftill areas 
" far from a conclufion as the moment we fet. 
" out. As for the mighty advantages, which 
<c the lawyers and their party make fuch a noifc 
u about, what have they done but filled our 
<c wife heads with notions of new demands, 
<c which our adverfary will never comply with; 
ic and we fliould not have dreamed of makings 
" had it not been for them : So that, the more 
C4 advantages as they are called wc gain, the 
<fc farther we are from the conclufion we wifh. 
" for. The lawyers, indeed, have gained 
<c advantages. They receive their fees from, 
<c us, and extort cofts from the adverfary alfo; 
" which, in our great wifdom,. we have given 
" up to them, as an encouragement to be ho- 
" neft, inltcad of reimbursing ourfelves with- 
" them as we ought ; and therefore they are in 
" the right to fpin out the fuit as long as they 
u can. But I hope their reign is at an end ; and' 
" that we have feen our folly too plainly, to 
cc bi dupes to them any longer. My opinion, 
" therefore, Mr. Steward is, that we compound' 
" the matter directly. Wc muft take care of 
" ourfelves. Any compofition in our cafe is 
" better than none." 

ci It is to be hoped (replied one who fat at 
" the other fide of the table, and by his green 
cc bag full of papers, appeared to be their clerk 
*< in court) that Mr. Steward will have more 
" regard to his own character (a coniideratjon 

"that 
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*' *hat appears to have loft all weight with th« 
^ gentleman who fpoke laft) as well as to his 
<c lordfhip's honour and the intereft of the ma- 
* c nor, than to be influenced by fuch fordid, bafe 
*< advice. It has been owing to £uch fcandalous 
'* complaints of our inability to carry on the 
iC fuit, that it has continued fo long, they only 
§c having encouraged our adverfary to perfift, 
" not from any hope of getting the better of us 
" fairly, but of wearing out our refolution ; 
"and if this is not directly betraying his lord- 
4C fhip, the confequence is juftas bad." 

So home a charge put the compounder out of 
all patience. He ftarted up, fluttering and 
foaming like a madman, for his paflion had 
deprived him of the power of utterance, and, 
tearing open his waiftcoat, was going to de*~ 
mand inftant fatisfaclion from his accufer. 
But a gentleman who fat at the upper end of 
the table interpofed, and catching hold of his- 
hand, " For heaven's fake, Sir, (faid he) how 
" can you take notice of what he fays ? The 
<c gentleman perhaps thinks that he will have 
<c no more bufinefs, if the fuit fhould be made 
" up, and therefore fays any thing to fupport 
" it. But you have a fortune of your own x 
" and do not depend upon the precarious in- 
" come of a place." 

" Whatever I depend on, (returned the* 
" clerk eagerly) I do not proftitute my honour 
" and abilities, and make myfelf the hackney 
" tool of every party that is uppermoft, to 
ci keep that place, changing like a weather- 
<c cock with every guft of wind, and counter- 
* c adling one day the meafures of the laft, as 
< c I happen to be ordered." 

Such 



282 THE REVERIE. 

Such refle&ions were too general. Every 
mouth was inftantly opened to reply, when 
the fteward commanding filence, with a tone 
and air of authority, " I was in hopes, gen- 
"tlemen (faidhe) that you would have thought 
44 proper to deliberate coolly on the matter I 
44 propofed to you ; but, inftead of that, you 
44 have fallen out among yourfelves, and that 
44 about nothing at all. You may all be af- 
C4 fured, that whatever meafures I take, no 
44 gentleman here fhall be a fufferen You, 
44 Mr. Clerk need > not be fo warm! If the 
44 fuit is made up, there are other places as pro- 
44 fitable as the one you have at prefent. I 
44 defign to make you firft clerk in my own 
44 office, which I hope will remove all your 
« 4 fcntples ; and on the other hand, if it can- 
44 not be made up quite fo readily as you, Sir, 
44 (addreffing himfeif to the grand compounder} 
44 may wife, there are ways of making up to 
64 you, not only what you may fuffer by the 
** delay, but alfo a good part of what you have 
• 4 been out of pocket already : fo that you had 
44 no occafion for being fo much alarmed at 
" what the gentleman faid, nor ftripping to 
44 fight with him, like a porter. Such wrang- 
" ling is moft unbecoming gentlemen." 

This fpeech healed all andmofities, and re- 
ftored the general harmony in a moment. 
The clerk bowed with a (mile of the moft 
chearful acquiescence; and the grand compounder ; 
unable to conceal his joy, blubbered out, be- 
tween laughing and crying, 44 I am forry, Sir, 
44 that I mould mifbehave myfelf before you ; 
44 but it was impoffible to bear fuch an afper- 
44 fion unmoved, I am fure I have fhewn my 

"at- 
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' 4 attachment to his lordfliip's honour and in- 
4 tereft in many different inftances, in the 
44 feveral capacities I have ferved him in. 
44 When I was cock/wain of his barge , I 
44 obliged his watermen to wear a particular 
44 livery, at their own expence, and regulated 
44 their rank 5 and t'other day again, when I 
44 was fteward of the manor on the other fide 
44 of the river, I drove away that /muggier and 
44 his gang who put them all into fuch a pa- 
44 nick, by the great preparations which I 
4C made to attack them ; and even in this very 
44 affair of the law-fuit, I have been at greater 
44 expence than any man in the whole manor ; 
44 and it is very hard if a man may not even 
44 fpeak who parts with fo much money for 
44 nothing. I am fure it has gone to my heart 
44 many a time, when I have riven away the 
44 rent of a whole farm at once T After all this, 
44 I fay, it is too much to be accufed of be- 
44 traying bis intereft and honour. But, as I 
44 can depend upon your word, I {hall think 
44 no more of it." 

When the grand cmbiunder had thus unbar* 
dened his heart, the fteward once more re- 
fumed the fubje<a of their meeting. M As for 
44 this law-fuit, gentlemen, (faid he) I own I 
44 am heartily tired of it, as I prefume every 
44 man in his fenfes is ; and am determined to* 
44 make it up as foon as I can, that is, without 
44 prejudice to his lordfliip's honour and the 
44 real intereft of the manor, which, however 

fome people may pretend to diftinguifh be- 
44 tween them, are effentially one and the fame 
44 thing. But how to bring this about is the 
44 difficulty. The mob is intoxicated with 

44 our 
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4(4 ou-r fuccefles to fuch a degree, that they 
44 v/ould be ready to drag any man- through 
44 the kennel who {hould only mention ftop- 
44 ping, though they do not even know what 
44 they would be at, in going on. In thefe cir- 
44 cumftances, I think it will be the beft way 
44 to let our adverfary privately know, that 
* we are not averfe to an accommodation; 
44 and that if he will fend one of his people 
44 here with fuch a propofal, to give a colour 
44 to the affair, one of us will go to him, with 
44 full power to fettle all matters in difpute 
44 between us. In the mean while we muft 
44 let the lawyers go on, at leaft till the end of 
44 the term, to keep the mob in good humour j 
44 and when the affair is finifhed, we muft con- 
44 trive to throw fome new bubble or other up, 
4# in the air, for them to gaze at, whkh ma J* 
44 divert their attention from every thing elfe. 
44 This, gentlemen, is my opinion: I only am 
44 at a lofs for a proper perfon to fend. It 
44 muft be one of fbme confequence, to give; 
44 weight to what he fays, and who does not' 
44 regard the abufe and infults of the mob, of 
44 which he will probably be the chief objedr, 
44 in the firft fallies of their refentment, before 
44 there can be any thing done to appeafe them." 
44 I am the man ! (faid the grand compounder^ * 
44 ftarting up in a tranfport) I am the man ! 
44 I have given proof, that I defy the refent- 
44 ment of the moft defperate mob ; and no 
44 perfon's word will have more weight with 
44 our adverfary than mine. I am intimately 
44 acquainted with moft of his principal fer- 
46 vants, with whom I have all along kept up 
* 4 »i friendly intercourfey which has madehirrt 

44 think 
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** think that I am well inclined to his intereft; 
4C fo that he will have proper regard to every 
" thing I propofe. Let me but go ; and I will 
" undertake to fettle every thing." 

" With all my heart, Sir, (anfwered the 
" ftcward) you (hall go, fince you defire it. 
" But take care that your cagernefs is not feen 
" through, and taken advantage of. I'll draw 
".up your inftructions without delay, and give 
*' you a fum of money to bear your charges, 
" that (hall make you eafy ; for 1 know you arc 
" not extravagant in your expenccs." 

" And do, pray Sir, (added the grand com- 
" pounder) add fome little matter on my wife's 
cc account. I know flie will be for going too. 
" It will not be thrown away : fhe has an ex- 
" cellent knack at fifhing out fecrets, and will 
" be a great afliftance to me." 

" Well Sir, (returned the fteward) we fhall 
" not differ about-fhat. But, gentlemen, there 
c< is one thing more, which 1 muft obferve to 
" you. As you all approve of this ftep, I 
" fhall expect that when the accommodation is 
" concluded, you will all fign it as well as I; 
" for light as fome people make of the refent- 
" ment of a mob, I do not chufe to ftand 
•' jingle before it neither." 

'Matters being thus fettled, the company 
broke up ; and the grand compounder, in the 
fullnefs of his joy, muttering to himfclf as he 
paiTed me, u Aye ! aye ! let me alone to com- 
*' pound matters ! I fhall not ftand upon terms. 
<c Any compofition is better than none !" I was 
fo provoked at his premeditated bafenefs, that, 
forgetting the pofitive injunction of my guide, 
I could not forbear crying out aloud, " Vil- 
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'• lain ! take that !" and at the fame time gave 
him a kick on the pofteriors with all my might. 
But I foon had reafon to repent of my rafh- 
nefs. The whole fcene inftantly vaniflied ! I 
awoke from my Reverie-, and found myfelf 
fitting in the fame chair, where I had forgot 
myfelf a few hours before, with- the additional 
vexation of having broken my fhin againft the 
frame of the table by my inconfiderate kick/ - 
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